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I TAKE pleasure in saying, that I have examined the little work, "Bible Stories" 
— ^giyeu in the words of the Scriptures — ^with great satisfaction. It is calculated to 
be useful ; and will lead the young reader to go to the Bible for more such 
instruction. 

ISAAC FERRIS. 

New Y<yrk, 1th May, 1859. 



I cordially approve of the plan of " Bible Stories in Bible Language." There 
can be no doubt of the usefulness of a work which is calculated to increase in the 
hearts of children a love and reverence for the Sacred Volume. 

ELIPHALET NOTT. 
Union College, 8chenect<idy^ 1859. 



I have examined the MS. of " Bible Stories." The plan is so obviously good, 
that the only wonder is that it has not been adopted before. 

I can hardly doubt the success of the book, both in families and Sunday schools ;• 
and cordially recommend its publication. • 

JOHN McCLINTOCK. 
May lY, 1859. 

i 



• My dkak Sik: I am obliged to you for the perusal of the MSSL of "Bible 
Stories." I was at once struck with the beauty and appropriateness of the design, 
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as set forth in the Preface to the " Old Folks ; " and from the words " to the 

children/' so thoroughly in sympathy with children's hearts, I conclude that the 

author is just the man to execute such a design. 

Tou may be sure that a book which will do so much to bring forth the simple 

beauty of the Bible, will claim an especial favor among a Bible-loving denomination. 

I am glad to see such a work issued from your house ; for if private publishers 

would study to meet the religious wants of the Christian public, we should be in 

great measure relieved of the too burdensome weight of expensive publishing 

organizations, supported or endowed by charity. 

Truly yours, 

A. KINGMAN NOTT, 

Pastor of Jlrst Bap. Ch. 
J^ew Y<yrky May IIM, 1869. 



The author's plan of telling "Bible Stories" in Bible words strikes me as a 

happy one, and as susceptible of being carried out with great advantage. I have 

not examined the details, but have read enough to see that no liberties have been 

taken with the Sacred Text. The Httle work deserves, as it will doubtless secure, 

a wide circulation. 

JAMES W. ALEXANDEB. 
New York, May 2, 1869 



The Stories of the Bible, in the words of the Bible, collected for the use of 
parents and children^ by one who heard them from the lips of a mother ere she 
went to her early rest, and who now associates them with a mother's tenderness 
and love ! Such a book needs no commendation ; but the sacred memories 
which prompted and presided over the collection will endear it to many hearts, and 
give a pathetic voice to all its blessed lessons. 

HORATIO POTTER, 
Provisional Bishop of New York 
New York^ 1869. 
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TO THE OLD FOLKS. 

Many persons will be surprised, as the compiler of this little book was, to 
learn that there is no such work already in use. There are, it is true, many 
children's books containing Bible stories told in modern language, but the 
objections to Bible stories so told are manifold. No language is so simple or 
so condensed as Bible language, and any paraphrase of it must either spread 
the same amount of matter over a larger surface, or lose some portion of the 
matter itself in keeping it within the same limits. Either one or two only 
of such amplified paraphrases suffice to fill a child's book, to the exclusion 
of others, or the book contains a number of stories which are only half told. 
Again, it is almost impossible, in rewriting a story, not to tinge it with the 
cast of mind and peculiar religious opinions of the rewriter. Parents have 
not infrequently, therefore, objected to such paraphrases, that their teachings 
were not such as they believed were to be found in the story itself, or were 
sometimes not in accordance with their own views of religious truth. 

There are other children's books containing one or more Bible stories, or 
parts of stories, given, as in this book, in Bible language; but tiie compiler 
of the present collection has been able to find none which aimed at the same 
completeness. 

In the following pages the Bible stories have been given in the language 
of the Bible, not amplified, nor abbreviated, nor paraphrased, but simply as 
the Bible tells them. Nor have there been '* morals " tacked on to the 
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Stories for the children to skip, but each story has been left to impress insen- 
sibly with its own teachings. 

This book is what it professes to be : a collection of stories only. So 
much of the words of Scripture have been quoted, therefore, as told the story, 
and no more. Neither the whole of Sacred History, nor the whole body of 
Christian doctrine come within the scope of this little book, or can be ex- 
pected to be found within its pages ; for them the whole Bible alone suffices. 

And since the Bible is not simply a story book, it has been necessary, care- 
fully, after repeated readings, to eliminate each of tiie stories from other 
matter with which it was interwoven. Some of the stories which occupy 
but two or three of the following pages will be found in the Bible itself, scat- 
tered through as many chapters. Again, frequently, matter which might be 
considered a part of the story, is of such a nature as not to be interesting to 
children, and sometimes such as they could not understand. Where such mat- 
ter could not be omitted without injuring the completeness of the narrative, 
80 much only has been retained as was absolutely necessary to such com- 
pleteness. In other oases, where the thread of the story was complete with- 
out it, such matter has been omitted altogether. Occasionally it has been 
necessary to supply a word or words to tie the different parts of the story or 
fragments of sentences together. This, however, has been much less frequently 
done than at first sight would be supposed ; and in no instance has a sentence, 
or, it is believed, any considerable portion of a sentence, been so supplied. 

Sentences, or fragments of sentences, or even larger portions of the story, 
have sometimes been transposed to make the thread of the story clear, or, 
where it was necessary, to perfect the sense. In no case, however, has such 
transposition altered the sense, yet it may sometimes give to a person com- 
paring the stories as they stand with the Bible itself, the impression that 
words or sentences have been supplied, when a more careful examination will 
show them in the text, but mingled with other matter. In one instance the 
same passage has been used in two of the stories, because each of the stories 
would have been incomplete without it. In a few instances a general term 
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TO THE OLD FOLKS. 9 

has been substituted for a specific one, as in the story of the Prodigal Son, 
where the word sinners is substituted for the name of a particular class of 
sinners. 

Still, after the greatest care and diligence have been used, it cannot be 
expected that all will be satisfied with the result. And if this is the case 
with respect to the manner in which individual stories have been prepared, 
still more will it be the case with respect to the selection of the stories which 
form the collection. Some will have particular favorites, which they will be 
disappointed not to find here ; yet so large a portion of the Bible is of a 
narrative character, that all the stories in the Bible given in full would make 
a book nearly as large as the Bible itself. Others will think that many of the 
stories might much better have been omitted. Some stories which will be 
interesting to the elder children, wDl not be so to the younger ones. 
It is necessaly to think of and provide for all. Many of the stories have been 
repeatedly read over to children, and amended and reamended as then proved 
desirable, and the selection of stories, and whole character of the book is 
based on a long experience in telling stories to children, and consequent 
knowledge of .their tastes, and on an extended series of inquiries which have 
been answered by many mothers, who have said, " It is just such a book as 
we want." 
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TO THE CHILDEEN. 

When I was a little child I used to sit in a little chair beside 
my mother, while she told me stories. No stories have ever 
seemed since so beautiful as those ; perhaps because, while 1 
was still a little child, a day came after which I was to hear 
them no more. It was a cold, bleak, gloomy day, with a cutting 
wind sweeping over the bare fields. They sent my little brother 
and me to play at a distance from the house, so that we should 
not disturb our mother, for she was very ill. It was just begin- 
ning to grow dark, when a little servant-girl came to call us in. 
She was crying bitterly, and as we ran after her, we asked, 
^^ What is the matter, Susan ? " But she only ran on, crying 
still, but not answering. Why did I ask what was the matter? 
in my heart I knew what it must be, only too well — ^too well. 

When we came into the house, everybody was crying. I 
knew why, but I could not say a word or shed a tear. But Tom 
said in a tone of fright and wonder, " How is mother ? " 
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12 TO THE CHILDEEN. 

I think tliat for a moment no one heeded us ; then our oldest 
brother came to us, his eyes red with weeping, and stood looking 
at us like a kind of Fate, while we stood waiting for the sword 
which was to pierce our hearts. Oh, I can remember just how 
the words sounded, to this day. " Children, your mother is in 
heaven ! " Oh , my mother ! my dear, dear mother ! 

Since that bleak day the world has never seemed the same 
to me. While my mother lived it seemed beautiful to my child- 
ish eyes, and the world which she left behind her was the same 
world no more. 

No more ! as I sit here looking at the words, and thinking 
how in that one great loss all the world was changed to me, 
little voices come floating in from the garden beneath my window, 
and I know that little figures — as it might be me as I was then- — 
are there at play, and I pray that great Father whose love is yet 
more infinite than a mother's love, that they may be long spared 
the great loss which came to me when I was yet a little child. 

Those little children that I speak of have been often gathered 
aroxmd me, while I told them the stories which long ago my 
dear mother used to tell to me, and at such times I have some- 
times forgotten that it is I who am telling, and that I am not 
listening, by my mother's side, a little child once more. 

One day the thought came to me that I would gather their 
favorite stories in a little book, so that when I was not with them 
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to tell them stories, they might read them for themselves. And 
these stories we can well believe to be most beautiful, since the 
great God guided the pens which wrote them. And when I 
came to tell them, I found they could be told in no words so 
simple and so beautiful, as in the words of the book which, be- 
cause it is so beautiful, and so wise, and so beneficent, and so 
true, is caUed the BOOK OF BOOKS. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



Digitized by 



Googk 



BIBLE STORIES. 



C|i Storg of t\^t ^arktt of €kn. 

{From the 2d and Zd Chapters of Genesis.) 

The Lord God formed man of the dust of the gi'ound, 
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man 
became a living souL 

And the Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden; 
and there he put the man whom he had formed. And out of 
the ground made the Lord God to grow every tree that is 
pleasant to the sight, and good for food ; the tree of life also 
in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of 
good and eviL 

And the Lord God took the man, and put him into the 
garden of Eden to dress it, and to keep it And the Lord 
God commanded the man, saying, " Of every tree of the gar- 
den thou mayest freely eat. But of the tree of the knowledge 
2 
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of good and evil, thou shalt not eat : for in the day that thou 
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die." 

And the Lord God said, "It is not good that the man 
should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him." 
And out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of 
the field, and every fowl of the air ; and brought them unto 
Adam to see what he would call them ; and whatsoever Adam 
called every living creature, that was the name thereof. And 
Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, 
and to every beast of the field ; but for Adam there was not 
found an help meet for him. And the Lord God caused a 
deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept : and he took one 
of his ribs and closed up the flesh instead thereof; and the rib, 
which the Lord God had taken from man, made he a woman, 
and brought her unto the man. And Adam said, " This is now 
bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh : she shall be called 
Woman, because she was taken out of Man. Therefore shall a 
man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his 
wife ; and they shall be one flesh." And they were both naJj^ 
the man and his wife, and were not ashamed. 

Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field 
which the Lord God had made. And he said unto the woman, 
" Tea, hath God said, ' Ye shall not eat of every treeottjie gar- 
den ? ' " And the woman said unto the serpent, " Wb ttia^ eat of 
the fruit of the trees of the garden : but of the fruit of the tree 
which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, fTe shall not 
eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die,* " And. the serpent 
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unto the woman, " Te shall not surely die : for God doth know 
that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, 
and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil." 

And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, 
and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to 
make one wise, she took of the •fruit thereof, and did eat, and 
gave also unto her husband with her ; and he did eat. And 
the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they 
were naked ; and they sewed fig-leaves together, and made 
themselves aprons. And they heard the voice of the Lord God 
walking in the garden in the cool of the day : and Adam and 
his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God 
amongst the trees of the garden. And the Lord God called 
unto Adam, and said unto him, " Where art thou ? " And he 
said, " I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because 
I was naked; and I hid myself." And he said, "Who told 
thee that thou wast naked ? Hast thou eaten of the tree, where- 
of I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat ? " And the 
naan said, " The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she 
gave me of the tree, and I did eat." And the Lord God said 
unto the woman, " What is this that thou hast done ? " And 
the woman said, " Tlie serpent beguiled me, and I did eat." 

And the Lord God said imto the serpent, " Because thou hast 
done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every 
beast of the field ; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt 
thou eat all the days of thy life ; and I will put enmity between 
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thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed ; it 
shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel." 

Unto the woman he said, " I will greatly multiply thy sor- 
rows; in sorrow thou shalt have children; and thy husband 
shall rule over thee." 

And unto Adam he said, " Because thou hast hearkened unto 
the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I 
commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it : cursed is the 
ground for thy sake ; in sorrow" shalt thou eat of it all the days 
of thy life ; thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee ; 
and thou shalt eat the herb of the field ; in the sweat of thy 
face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground ; for 
out of it wast thou taken : for dust thou art, and imto dust shalt 
thou return." 

And Adam called his wife's name Eve ; because she was the 
mother of all living. Unto Adam also and to his wife did the 
Lord God make coats of skins, and clothed them. 

And the Lord God said, " Behold, the man is become as one 
of us, to know good and evil : and now, lest he put forth his 
hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever: " 
therefore the Lord God sent him forth from the garden of Eden 
to till the ground from whence he was taken. So he drove out 
the man ; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden 
Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to 
keep the way of the tree of life. 
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C|i ^tarj of lloa|'i5 %xk 

{Fnm eth^ 7th, Sth, and 9th Cfhapters o/6£NK8is.) 

And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the 
earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart 
was only evil continually. And it repented the Lord that he 
had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart. 
And the Lord said, " I will destroy man whom I have created 
from the face of the earth ; both man, and beast, and the creep- 
ing thing, and the fowls of the air ; for it repenteth me that I 
have made them." But Noah found grace in the eyes of the 
Lord. 

Noah was a just man, and walked with God ; and he had 
three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 

And God said unto Noah, ^' The end of all flesh is come be- 
fore me ; for the earth is filled with violence through them ; a(nd, 
behold, I will destroy them with the earth. Make thee an ark 
of gopher wood ; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt 
pitch it within and without with pitch. And this is the fashion 
which thou shalt make it of: The length of the ark shall be 
three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the 



Digitized by 



Googk 



20 noah's aek. 

height of it thirty cubits. A window shalt thou make to the 
ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish it above ; and the door of 
the ark shalt thou set in the side thereof ; with lower, second, 
and third stories shalt thou make it. And, behold, I, even I, 
do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, 
wherein is the breath of life, from under heaven ; and every 
thing that is in the earth shall die. But with thee will I establish 
my covenant ; and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy 
sons, and thy wife, and thy sons' wives with thee. And of 
every living thing of all flesh, two of every sort shalt thou 
bring into the ark, to keep them alive with thee ; they shall be 
male and female. Of fowls after their kind, and of cattle after 
their kind, of every creeping thing of the earth after his kind, 
two of every sort shall come unto thee, to keep them alive. 
And take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and thou shalt 
. gather it to thee ; and it shall be fol* food for thee, and for them." 
Thus did Noah ; according to all that God commanded, him, so 
did he. 

And the Lord said unto Noah, " Copae thou and all thy house 
into the ark ; for thee have I seen righteous before me in this 
generation. Of every clean beast thou shalt take to thee by 
se^ns, the male and his female ; and of beasts that are not clean 
by two, the male and his female. Of fowls also of the air by 
sevens, the male and the female ; to keep seed alive upon the 
face of all the earth. For yet seven days, and I will cause it to 
rain upon the iearth forty days and forty nights ; and every liv- 
ing substance that I have made will I destroy from off the face 
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of the earth." And Noah did according to all that tiie Lord 
commanded him. And Noah was six hundred years old when 
the flood of waters was upon the earth. And Noah went in, 
and his sons, and his wife, and his sons' wives with him, into 
the ark, because of the waters of the flood. Of clean beasts, 
and of beasts that are not clean, and of fowls, and of every- 
thing that creepeth upon the earth, there went in two and two 
unto Noah into the ark, the male and the female, as God had 
commanded Noah. 

And it came to pass after seven days, that the waters of the 
flood were upon the earth. In the six hundredth year of Noah's 
life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month, the 
same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, 
and the windows of heaven were opened. And the rain was 
upon the earth forty days and forty nights. In the sdfsame 
day entered Noah, and Shem, and Ham, and Japheth, the sons 
of Noah, and Noah's wife, and the three wives of his sons with 
them, into the ark ; they, and every beast after his kind, and all 
the cattle after their kind, and every creeping thing that creep- 
eth upon the earth after his kind, and every fowl after 'his kind, 
. every bird of every sort. And they went in unto Noah into 
the ark, two and two of all flesh, wherein is the breath of ufe. 
And they that went in, went in male and female of all flesh, as 
God had commanded him : and the Lord shut him in. And the 
flood was forty days upon the earth ; and the waters increased, 
and bare up the ark, and it was lifted un above the earth. And 
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the ark rode upon the waters, and the waters prevailed exceed- 
ingly upon the earth ; and all the high hills were covered. 

And all flesh died that moved upon the earth, both fowl and 
cattle and beast, and every creeping thing that creepeth upon 
the earth, and every man ; all who breathed the breath of life 
in all the land, died, and were destroyed from the earth. Noah 
only remained alive, and they that were with him in the ark. 
And the waters prevailed upon the earth an hundred and fifty 
days. 

And God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all 
the cattle that was with him in the ark : and God made a wind 
to pass over the earth, and the waters assuaged ; the fountains 
also of the deep and the windows of heaven were stopped, 
and the rain from heaven was restrained; and the waters 
returned from off the earth continually ; and after the end of 
the hundred and fifty days the waters were abated. 

And the ark rested on the mountains of Ararat, and the tops 
of the mountains were seen. 

And it came to pass at the end of forty days, that Noah 
opened the window of the ark which he had made. And he 
sent forth a raven, which went forth to and fro, until the 
wafers were dried up from off the earth. Also he sent forth a 
dove from him, to see if the waters were abated from off the 
face of the ground ; but the dove found no rest for the sole ot 
her foot, and she returned unto him into the ark, for the waters 
were on the face of the whole earth : then he put forth his hand, 
and took her, and pulled her in imto him into the ark. And 
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he stayed yet otter seven days ; and again he sent forth the 
dove out of the ark ; and the dove came in to him in the even- 
ing ; and, lo, in her month was an olive leaf pluckt off : so 
Noah knew that the waters were abated from off the earth. 
And he stayed yet other seven days ; and sent forth the dove ; 
which returned not again unto him any more. 

And it came to pass in the six hundredth and first year, 
in the first month, the first day of the month, the waters were 
dried up from off the earth ; and Noah removed the covering 
of the ark, and looked, and, behold, the face of the ground was 
dry. And in the second month, on the seven and twentieth 
day of the month, was the earth dried. And God spake unto 
Noah, saying, " Go forth of the ark, thou, and thy wife, and thy 
sons, and thy sons' wives with thee. Bring forth with thee 
every living thing that is with thee, of all flesh, both of fowl, 
and of cattle, and of every creeping thing that creepeth upon 
the earth ; that they may multiply and replenish the earth." 
And Noah went forth, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons' 
wives with him : every beast, every creeping thing, and every 
fowl, and whatsoever creepeth upon the earth, after their kinds, 
went forth out of the ark. 

And Noah builded an altar unto the Lord ; and took of 
every clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt 
offerings on the altar. And the Lord smelled a sweet savor ; 
and the Lord said in his heart, "I will not again curse the ground 
any more for man's sake ; for the imagination of man's heart is 
evil from his youth ; neither will I again smite any more every 



Digitized by 



Googk 



24 * noah's ask. 

thing living as I have done. While the earth remaineth, seed- 
time and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, • 
and dsLj and night, shall not cease." 

And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, " Be 
. fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth. And the fear 
of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the 
earth, and upon every fowl of the air, upon all that moveth upon 
the earth, and upon all the fishes of the sea ; into your hand 
are they delivered. Every moving thing that liveth shall be 
meat for you ; even as the green herb have I given you all 
things. But flesh with the life thereof, which is the blood 
thereof, shall ye not eat. And surely yoiu' blood of your lives 
• will I require ; at the hand of every beast will I require it, and 
at the hand of man ; at the hand of eveiy man's brother wiD I 
require the life of man. Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man 
shall his blood be shed ; for in the image of God made he man. 
And you, be ye fruitful, and multiply ; bring forth a-bundantly 
in the earth, and multiply therein." 

And God spake unto Noah, and to his sons with him, say- 
ing, "And I, behold, I establish my covenant with you, and 
with your children after you, and with every living creature 
that is with you. I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be 
for a token of a covenant between me and the earth. And it 
shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that 
the bow shall be seen in the cloud : and I will remember my 
covenant, which is between me and you and every living crea- 
ture of all flesh ; and the waters shall no more become a flood 
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to destroy all flesh. And the bow shall be in the cloud ; and I 
will look upon it, that I may remember the everlasting cove- 
nant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is 
upon the earth." And God said unto Noah, " This is the token 
of the covenant, which I have established between me and all . 
flesh that is upon the earth." 
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(Frotn the lUh Chapter </ Genesis.) 

The whole earth was of one language and of one speech. 
And the people said one to another, " Let ns make brick and 
bum them thoroughly, and let us build us a city and a tower 
whose top may reach to heaven ; lest we be scattered over the 
face of the earth." And they had brick for stone, and they had 
slime for mortar. 

And the Lord came down to see the city and the tower, 
which the children of men builded. And'the Lord said, " Be- 
hold, the people is' toe, and they have all one language ; and 
this they begin to do : and now nothing will be restrained from 
them, which they have imagined to do. Go to, let us go down, 
and there confound their language, that they may not under- 
stand one another's speech." So the Lord scattered them abroad 
from thence upon the face of all the earth : and they left off to 
build the city. Therefore is the name of it called Babel ; be- 
cause the Lord did there confound the language of all the earth ; 
and from thence did the Lord scatter them abroad upon the 
face of all the earth. 
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OR, THE PILLAE OF SALT, 

AND THE DESTRUCTION OF SODOM AND GOMORRAH. 

(From the ISth and I9th Chapters o/* Genesis.) 

And the Lord said unto Abraham, "Because the cry of 
Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very 
grievous ; I will go down now, and see whether they have done 
altogether according to the cry of it, which is come unto me ; 
and if not, I will know." 

And Abraham drew near, and said, " Wilt thou also destroy 
the righteous with the wicked? Peradventure there be fifty 
righteous within the city : wilt thou also destroy and not spare 
the place for the fifty righteous that are therein ? That be far 
from thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with the 
wicked : and that the righteous should be as the wicked, that 
be far from thee : Bhall not the judge of all the earth do right ? " 
Ajid the Lord said, " If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within 
the city, then I will spare all the place for their sakes." And 
Abraham answered and said, " Behold now, I have taken upon 
me to speak unto the Lord, which am but dust and ashes : Per- 
adventure there shall lack five of the fifty righteous : wilt thou 



Digitized by 



Googk 



28 THE DESTRUCTION OF SODOM AND GOMOEEAH. 

destroy all tlie city for lack of five ? " And lie said, "K I find 
there forty and five, I will not destroy it." And he spake nnto 
him yet again, and said, " Peradventure there shall be forty 
found there." And he said, " I will not do it for forty's sake." 
And he said unto him, " Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will 
speak : Peradventure there shall thirty be found there." And 
he said, " I will not do it, if I find thirty there." And he said, 
" Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord : 
Peradventure there shall be twenty found there." And he said, 
" I will not destroy it for twenty's sake." And he said, " Oh 
let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak yet but this once : 
Peradventure ten shall be found there." And he said, " I will 
not destroy 'it for ten's sake." And the Lord went his way, as 
soon as he had left communing with Abraham : and Abraham 
returned unto his place. 

And there came two angels to Sodom at even ; and Lot sat 
in the gate of Sodom : and Lot seeing them rose up to meet 
them ; and he bowed himself with his face toward the ground ; 
and he said, " Behold now, my lords, turn in, I pray you, into 
your servant's house, and tarry all night, and wash your feet, and 
ye shall rise up early, and go on your ways." And they said, 
" Nay ; but we will abide in the street all night."** And he pressed 
upon them greatly ; and they turned in unto him, and entered 
into liis house ; and he made them a feast, and did bake un- 
leavened bread, and they did eat. 

And they said unto Lot, "Hast thou here any besides ? sons- 
in-law, and thy sons, and thy daughters, and whatsoever thou 
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hast in the city, bring them out of this place : for we will 
destroy this place, because the cry of them is waxen great 
before the face of the Lord; and the Lord hath sent us to 
destroy it." And Lot went out, and spake unto his sons- 
in-law, which married his daughters, and said, " Up, get you oat 
of this place ; for the Lord will destroy this city." But he 
seemed as one that mocked unto his sons-in-law. 

And when the morning arose, then the angels hastened Lot, 
saying, " Arise, take thy wife, and thy two daughters, which are 
here ; lest thou be consumed in the iniquity of the city." And 
while he lingered, the men laid hold upon his hand, and upon 
the hand of his wife, and upon the hand of his two daughters ; 
the Lord being merciful unto him: and they brought him 
forth, and set him without the city. And it came to pass, when 
they had brought them forth abroad, that he said, " Escape for 
thy life ; look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain; 
escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed." 

Then the Lord rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah 
brimstone and fire from the Lord out of heaven ; and he over- 
threw those cities, and all the plain, and all the inhabitants of 
the cities, and that which grew upon the ground. But Lot's 
wife looked back from behind him, and she beqa-me a pillar of 
salt. And Abraham gat up early in the morning to the place 
where he stood before the Lord ; and he looked toward Sodom 
and Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the plain, and be- 
held, and, lo, the smoke of the country went up as the smoke 
of a furnace. 
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{From the 2l8t Chapter </ Genesis.) 

Abraham had two sons, Islimael the son of Hagar, and 
Isaac the son of Sarah. Now Hagar was a bond-woman, and 
Sarah said unto Abraham, " Cast out the bond-woman and her 
son : for the son of the bond-woman shall not be heir with my 
son, even with Isaac." 

And the thing was grievous unto Abr^iam ; and God said 
unto Abraham, " Let it not be grievous unto thee, but do as 
Sarah hath said unto thee." 

And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and took 
bread, and a bottle of water, and gave it unto Hagar, putting 
it on her shoulder, and the child, and sent her away. 

And she departed, and wandered in the wilderness. And 
the water was spent in the bottle, and she cast the child under 
one of the shrubs. And she went, and sat her down over 
against him a good way off, as it were a bowshot : for she said, 
" Let me not see the death of the child." And she sat over 
against him, and lifted up her voice, and w^pt. And God heard 
the voice of the lad ; and the angel of God called to Hagar out 
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and said unto her, " What ailetli thee, Hagar ? fear not ; for God 
hath heard the voice of the lad where he is. Arise, lift up the lad, 
and hold him in thine hand ; for I will make him a great na- 
tion." And God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water ; 
and she went, and filled the bottle with water, and gave the 
lad drink. And God was with the lad ; and he grew, and dwelt 
in the wilderness. 
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(jFVom ^A« 22d Chapter oogenesis.) 

And it came to pass that God did try Abraham, and said 
mito him, " Abraham." 

And he said, " Behold, here am L" 

And he said, " Take now thy son, thine only son, Isaac, 
whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah ; and 
offer him there for a burnt-offering upon one of the mountains 
that I will tell thee of." 

And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled 
his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his 
son, and clave the wood for the burnt-offering, and rose up, and 
went unto the place of which God had told him. And on the 
third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place afar 
off. And Abraham said unto his young men, "Abide ye here 
with the ass ; and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, 
and come again to you." And Abraham took the wood of the 
burnt-offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son ; and he took the 
fire in his hand, and a knife; and they went both of them 
together. 
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And Isaac spake unto Abraham liis father, and said, '^ My 
father.'^ 

And he said, " Here am I, my son." 

And Isaac said, " Behold the fire and the wood ; but where 
is the lamb for a bumt-oflfering ? " 

And Abraham said, " My son, God will provide himself a 
lamb for a bumt-oflfering ; " so they went both of them to- 
gether. 

And they came to the place which God had told him of; 
and Abraham built an altar there, and laid the wood in order, 
and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon the 
wood. And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the 
knife to slay his son. And the angel of the Lord called unto 
him out of heaven, and said, "Abraham, Abraham ; " and he said, 
" Here am I." And he said, " Lay not thine hand upon the lad, 
neither do thou any thing unto him : for now I know that 
thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine 
only son from me." And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and 
looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by 
his horns : and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered 
him up for a bumt-oflfering in the stead of his son. 

And the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham out of 
heaven the second time, and said, " By myself have I sworn, 
saith the Lord, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast 
not withheld thy son, thine only son : that in blessing I will 
bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the 
stars of the heaven and as the sand which is upon the sea-shore ; 
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and thj seed shall possess the gate of his enemies ; and in thy 
seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed ; because thoa 
hast obeyed my voice." So Abraham returned unto his young 
men, and they rose up and went together to Beer-sheba, where 
Abraham dwelt. 
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{From the Z5th Chapter of Genesis to the end of the Book.) 

Now the sons of Jacob were twelve : Keuben, Simeon, Levi, 
Judah, Issacliar, Zebulon, Joseph, Benjamin, Dan, Naphtali, 
Gad and Asher. 

Now Jacob loved Joseph more than all his sons, because he 
was the son of his old age ; and he made him a coat of many- 
colors. And when his brethren saw that their father loved him 
more than all his brethren, they hated him, and could not speak 
peaceably unto him. 

And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it his brethren : 
and they hated him yet the more. And he said unto them, 
" Hear, I pray you, this dream which I have dreamed : for, be- 
hold, we were binding sheaves in the field ; and lo, my sheaf 
arose, and also stood upright ; and, behold, your sheaves stood 
round about, and made obeisance to my sheaf." And his breth- 
ren said to him, " Shalt thou indeed reign over us ? or shalt thou 
indeed have dominion over us I " and they hated him yet the 
more for his dreams, and for his words. And he dreamed yet an- 
other dream, and told it his brethren, and said, " Behold, I have 
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dreamed a dream more ; and, behold, tlie sun and the moon and 
the eleven stars made obeisance to me." And he told it to his 
father, and to his brethren : and his father rebuked him, and 
said unto him, " What is this dream that thou hast dreamed? 
Shall I and thy mother and thy brethren indeed come to bow 
down ourselves to thee to the earth ? " And his brethren envied 
him ; but his father observed the saying. 

And his brethren went to feed their father's flock in She- 
chem. And Israel said unto Joseph, " Do not thy brethren feed 
the flock in Shechem ? come, and I will send thee unto them." 

And he said to him, " Here am I." 

And he said to him, " Go, I pray thee, see whether it be 
well with thy brethren, and well with the flocks ; and bring me 
word again." 

So he sent him out of the vale of Hebron, and he came to 
Shechem. And a certain man found him, and, behold, he was 
wandering in the fleld : and the man asked him, saying, " What 
seekest thou ? " And he said, " I seek my brethren : tell me, I 
pray thee, where they feed their flocks." And the man said, 
" They are departed hence ; for I heard them say. Let us go to 
Dothan." And Joseph went after his brethren, and found them 
in Dothan. 

And when they saw him afar off, even before he came near 
unto them, they conspired against him to slay him. And they 
said onfe to another, " Behold, this dreamer cometh. Come now 
therefore, and let us slay him, and cast him into some pit, and 
we will say, ' Some evil beast hath devoured him : ' and we shall 



Digitized by 



Googk 



JOSEPH AND HIS COAT OF MANY OOLOBS. 37 

see what will become of his dreams." And Eeuben heard it, 
and he delivered him out of their hands ; and said, " Let us not 
kill him." And Keuben said nnto them, " Shed no blood, but 
cast him into this pit that is in the wilderness, and lay no hand 
upon him;" that he might rid him out of their hands, to 
deliver him to his father again. 

And it came to pass, when Joseph was come unto his breth- 
ren, that they stripped Joseph out of his coat, his coat of many 
colors that was on him ; and they took him, and cast him into 
a pit : and the pit was empty, there was no water in it. And 
they sat down to eat bread : and they lifted up their eyes and 
looked, and, behold, a company of Ishmaelites came from Gilead 
with their camels bearing spicery and balm and myrrh, going 
to carry it down to Egypt. And Judah said unto his brethren, 
" What profit is it if we slay our brother, and conceal his blood ? 
Come, and let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not our 
hand be upon him ; for he is our brother and our flesh." And 
his brethren were content. Then there passed by Midianites, 
merchantmen ; and they drew and lifted up Joseph out of the 
pit, and sold Joseph to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of sil- 
ver : and they brought Joseph into Egypt. 

And Keuben returned unto the pit; and, behold, Joseph 
was not in the pit ; and he rent his clothes. And he returned 
unto his brethren, and said, " The child is not, and I, whither 
shall I go ? " And they took Joseph's coat, and killed i kid of 
the goats, and dipped the coat in the blood ; and they sent the 
coat of many colors, and they brought it to their father ; and 
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said, " This have we found ; know now whether it be thy son's 
coat or no." And he knew it, and said, " It is my son's coat ; 
an evil beast hath devoured him; Joseph is without doubt 
rent in pieces." And Jacob rent his clothes, and put sackcloth 
upon his loins, and mourned for his son many days. And all 
his sons and all his daughters rose up to comfort him ; but he 
refused to be comforted : and he said, " For I will go down into 
the grave unto my son mourning." Thus his father wept for 
him. 

And the Midianites sold him into Egypt unto Potiphar, an 
officer of Pharaoh's, and captain of the guard. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



Digitized by 



Googk 




Joseph Interpreting Dreams in the Prison. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



€\t Storg of los^iJ in t|^ Janir of €^ii^l 

And Joseph was brouglit down to Egypt ; and Potiphar, an 
officer of Pharaoh, captam of the guard, an Egyptian, bought 
him of the hands of the Ishmaelites, which had brought him down 
thither. And the Lord was with Joseph, and he was a pros- 
perous man ; and he was in the house of his master the Egyp- 
tian. And his master saw that the Lord was with him, and that 
the Lord made all that he did to prosper in his hand. And Jo- 
seph found grace in his sight, and he served him c and he made 
him overseer over his house, and all that he had he put into his 
hand. And it came to pass from the time that he had made him 
overseer in his house, and over all that he had, that the Lord 
blessed the Egyptian's house for Joseph's sake ; and the blessing 
of the Lord was upon all that he had in the house, and in the 
field. And he left all that he had in Joseph's hand ; and he 
knew not aught he had, save the bread which he did eat. And 
Joseph was a goodly person, and well-favored. 

And it came to pass after these things, that his master's wife 
falsely accused Joseph. And when his master heard the words 
of his wife which she spake unto him his wrath was kindled. 
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And Joseph's master took him and put him into the prison, a 
place where the king's prisoners were bound : and he was there 
in the prison. But the Lord was with Joseph, and showed him 
mercy, and gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of the 
prison. And the keeper of the prison committed to Joseph's 
hand all the prisoners that were in the prison ; and whatsoever 
they did there, he was the doer of it. The keeper of the prison 
looked not to any thing that was under his hand ; because the 
Lord was with him, and that which he did, the Lord made it to 
prosper. 

And it came to pass after these things, that the butler of 
Pharaoh the king of Egypt and his baker had offended their 
lord the king of Egypt. And Pharaoh was wroth against two 
of his officers, against the chief of the butlers, and against the ' 
chief of the bakers. And he put them in ward in the house of 
the captain of the guard, into the prison, the place where Joseph 
was bound. And the captain of the guard charged Joseph with 
them, and he served them : and they continued a season in 
ward. 

And they dreamed a dream both of them, each man his 
dream in one night, each man according to the interpretation of 
his dream, the butler and the baker of the king of Egypt, 
which were bound in the prison. And Joseph came in unto 
them in the morning, and looked upon them, and, behold, they 
were sad. And he asked Pharaoh's officers that were with him 
in the ward of his lord's house, saying, " Wherefore look ye so 
sadly to-day ? " And they said unto him, " We have dreamed a 
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dream, and there is no interpreter of it." And Joseph said unto 
them, " Do not interpretations belong to God ? tell me then, I 
pray you." And the chief butler told his dream to Joseph, and 
said to him, " In my dream, behold, a vine was before me ; and 
in the vine were three branches: and it was as though it 
budded, and her blossoms shot forth ; and the clusters thereof 
brought forth ripe grapes : and Pharaoh's cup was in my hand : 
and I took the grapes, and pressed them into Pharaoh's cup, 
and I gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand." And Joseph said 
unto him, " This is the interpretation of it : the three branches, 
are three days : yet within three days shall Pharaoh lift up 
thine head, and restore thee unto thy place: and thou shalt 
deliver Pharaoh's cup into his hand, after the former manner 
when thou wast his butler. But think on me when it shall be 
well with thee, and show kindness, I pray thee, unto me, and 
make mention of me unto Pharaoh, and bring me out of this 
house : for indeed I was stolen away out of the land of the He- 
brews : and here also have I done nothing that they should put me 
into the dungeon." When the chief baker saw that the interpre- 
tation was good, he said unto Joseph, " I also was in my dream, 
and, behold, I had three white baskets on my head : and in the 
uppermost basket there was of all manner of bake-meats for Pha- 
raoh ; and the birds did eat them out of the basket upon my 
head." And Joseph answered and said, " This is the interpreta- 
tion thereof: The three baskets are three days : yet within three 
days shall Pharaoh lift up thine head from off thee, and shall 
hang thee on a tree ; and the birds shall eat thy flesh from off 
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thee." And it came to pass tlie third day, which was Pharaoh's 
birth-day, that he made a feast unto all his servants : and he 
lifted up the head of the chief butler and of the chief baker 
among his servants. And he restored the chief butler unto his 
butlership again ; and he gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand : 
but he hanged the chief baker : as Joseph had interpreted to 
them. Yet did not the chief butler remember Joseph, but for- 
gat him. 
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And it came to pass at the end of two full years, tliat Pha- 
raoh dreamed : and, behold, 'he stood by the river. And, be- 
hold, there came up out of the river seven well-favored kine 
and fat-fleshed ; and they fed in a meadow. And, behold, seven 
other kine came up after them out of the river, ill-favored and 
lean-fleshed ; and stood by the other kine upon the brink of 
the river. And the ill-favored and lean-fleshed kine did eat 
up the seven well-favored and fat kine. So Pharaoh awoke. 
And he slept and dreamed the second time : and, behold, seven 
ears of com came up upon one stock, rank and good. And, be- 
hold, seven thin ears, and blasted with the east wind, sprung up 
after them. And the seven thin ears devoured the seven rank 
and full ears. And Pharaoh awoke, and, behold, it was a 
dream. And it came to pass in the morning that his spirit was 
troubled ; and he sent and called for all the magicians of 
Egypt, and all the wise men thereof: and Pharaoh told them 
his dreams ; but there was none that could interpret them unto 
Pharaoh. 

Then spake the chief butler unto Pharaoh, saying, " I do re- 



Digitized by 



Googk 



44 THE STORY OF JOSEPH. 

member my faults this day : Pharaoh was wroth with his ser- 
vants, and put me in ward in the captain of the guard's house, 
both me and the chief baker : and we dreamed a dream in one 
night, I and he ; we dreamed each man according to the inter- 
pretation of his dream. And there was there with us a young 
man, an Hebrew, servant of the captain of the guard ; and we 
told him, and he interpreted to us our dreams ; to each man 
according to his dream he did interpret. And it came to pass, 
as he interpreted to us, so it was ; me he restored unto mine 
oflBce, and him he hanged." 

Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they brought him 
hastily out of the dungeon : and he shaved himself, and changed 
his raiment, and came in unto Pharaoh. And Pharaoh said 
unto Joseph, " I have dreamed a dream, and there is none that 
can interpret it : and I have heard say of thee, that thou canst 
understand a dream to interpret it." And Joseph answered Pha- 
raoh, saying, " It is not in me : God shall give Pharaoh an an- 
swer of peace." And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, " In my dream, 
behold, I stood upon the bank of the river : and, behold, there 
came up out of the river seven kine, fat-fleshed and well-favored ; 
and they fed in a meadow : and, behold, seven other kine came 
up after them, poor and very ill-favored and lean-fleshed, such 
as I never saw in all the land of Egypt for badness : and the 
lean and the ill-favored kine did eat up the first seven fat kine : 
and when they had eaten them up, it could not be known that 
they had eaten them ; but they were still ill-favored,. as at the 
beginning. So I awoke. And I saw in my dream, and, behold, 
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seven ears, withered, thin, and blasted with the east wind, 
sprung up after them : and the thin ears devoured the seven 
good ears : and I told this unto the magicians ; but there was 
none that could declare it to me." And Joseph said unto Pha- 
raoh, " The dream of Pharaoh is one : God hath showed Pha- 
raoh what he is about to do. The seven good kine are seven 
years ; and the seven good ears are seven years : the dream is 
one. And the seven thin and ill-favored kine that came up 
after them are seven years ; and the seven empty ears blasted 
with the east wind shall be seven years of famine. This is the 
thing which I have spoken unto Pharaoh : What God is about 
to do he showeth unto Pharaoh. Behold, there come seven 
years of great plenty throughout all the land of Egypt : and 
there shall arise after them seven years of famine ; and all the 
plenty shall be forgotten in the land of Egypt ; and the famine 
shall consume the land ; and the plenty shall not be known in 
the land by reason of that famine following ; for it shall be 
very grievous. And for that the dream was doubled unto Pha- 
raoh twice ; it is because the thing is established by God, and 
God will shortly bring it to pass. Now therefore let Pharaoh 
look out a man discreet and wise, and set him over the land of 
Egypt. Let Pharaoh do this, and let him appoint officers over 
the land, and take up the fifth part of the land of Egypt in the 
seven plenteous years. And let them gather all the food of 
those good years that come, and lay up com under the hand of 
Pharaoh, and let them keep food in the cities. And that food 
shall be for store to the land against the seven years of famine. 
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which shall be in the land of Egypt ; that the land perish not 
through the famine." 

And the thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the 
eyes of all his servants. And Pharaoh said unto his servants, 
" Can we find such a one as this is, a man in whom the spirit of 
God is ? " And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, " Forasmuch as God 
hath showed thee all this, there is none so discreet and wise as 
thou art : thou shalt be over my house, and according imto thy 
word shall all my people be ruled : only in the throne will I be 
greater than thou." And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, " See, I 
have set thee over all the land of Egypt." And Pharaoh took 
off his ring from his hand, and put it upon Joseph's hand, and 
arrayed him in vestures of fine linen, and put a gold chain about 
his neck ; and he made him to ride in the second chariot which 
he had ; and they cried before him, " Bow the knee : " and he 
made him ruler over all the land of Egypt. And Pharaoh said 
unto Joseph, " I am Pharaoh, and without thee shall no man lift 
up his hand or foot in all the land of Egypt." And Pharaoh 
called Joseph's name Zaphnath-paaneah ; and he gave him to 
wife Asenath, the daughter of Poti-pherah, priest of On. 
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And Joseph was thirty years old when he stood before Pha- 
raoh, king of Egypt. And Joseph went out from the presence 
of Pharaoh, and went throughout all the land of Egypt. And 
in the seven plenteous years the earth brought forth by handfuls. 
And he gathered up all the food of the seven years, which were 
in the land of Egypt, and laid up food in the cities : the food 
of the field, which was round about every city, laid he up in 
the same. And Joseph gathered com as the sand of the sea, 
very much, until he left numbering ; for it was without number. 

And unto Joseph were bom two sons before the years of 
famine came, which Asenath, the daughter of Poti-pherah, 
priest of On, bare unto him. And Joseph called the name of 
the first-bom Manasseh : For God, said he, hath made me forget 
all my toil, and all my father's house. And the name of the 
second called he Ephraim : For God hath blessed me in the land 
of my affliction. 

And the seven years of plenteousness that was in the land 
of Egypt, were ended. And the seven years of dearth began 
to come, according as Joseph had said : and the dearth was in 
all lands ; but in all the land of Egypt there was bread. And 
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when all the land of Egypt was famished, the people cried to 
Pharaoh for bread : and Pharaoh said unto all the Egyptians, 
" Go unto Joseph ; what he saith to you, do." And the famine 
was over aU the face of the earth : and Joseph opened all the 
store-houses, and sold unto the Egyptians; and the famine 
waxed sore in the land of Egypt. And all countries came into 
Egypt to Joseph for to buy com ; because that the famine was 
so sore in all lands. 
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Now when Jacob saw that there was com in Egypt, Jacob 
said unto his sons, " Why do ye look one upon another ? " 
And he said, " Behold, I have heard that there is com in Egypt : 
get you down thither, and buy for us from thence ; that we may 
live and not die." And Joseph's ten brethren went down to 
buy com in Egypt. But Benjamin, Joseph's brother, Jacob 
sent not with his brethren; for he said, "Lest peradventure 
mischief befall him." And the sons of Israel came to buy com 
among those that came : for the famine was in the land of Ca- 
naan. 

And Joseph was the governor over the land, and he it was 
that sold to all the people of the land : and Joseph's brethren 
came, and bowed down themselves before him with their faces 
to the earth. And Joseph saw his brethren, and he knew them, 
but made himself strange unto them, and spake roughly unto 
them ; and he said unto them, " Whence come ye ? " And they 
said, " From the land of Canaan, to buy food." And Joseph 
knew his brethren, but they knew not him. And Joseph re- 
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membered the dreams whicli he had dreamed of them, and said 
imto them, " Te are spies ; to see the nakedness of the land ye 
aias come." And they said unto him, " Nay, my lord, but to 
buy food are thy servants come. "We are all one man's sons ; 
we are true men, thy servants are no spies." And he said unto 
them, " Nay, but to see the nakedness of the land ye are come." 
And they said, " Thy servants are twelve brethren, the sons of 
one man in the land of Canaan ; and, behold, the youngest is 
this day with our father, and one is not." And Joseph said 
unto them, " That is it that I spake unto you, saying, ' Ye are 
spies : ' hereby ye shall be proved : by the life of Pharaoh ye 
shall not go forth hence, except your youngest brother come 
hither. Send one of you, and let him fetch your brother, and 
ye shall be kept in prison, that your words may be proved, 
whether there be any truth in you : or else by the life of Pha- 
raoh surely ye are spies." And he put them all together into 
ward three days. And Joseph said unto them the third day, 
" This do, and live ; for I fear God : if ye be true men, let one 
of your brethren be bound in the house of your prison : go ye, 
carry com for the famine of your houses: but bring your 
youngest brother unto me ; so shall your words be verified, and 
ye shall not die." And they said one to another, "We are verily 
guilty concerning our brother, in that we saw the anguish of his 
soul, when he besought us, and we would not hear ; therefore is 
this distress come upon us." And Eeuben answered them, say- 
ing, " Spake I not unto you, saying, ' Do not sin against the 
child ; ' and ye would not hear ? therefore, behold, also his 
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blood is required." And they knew not that Joseph under- 
stood them ; for he spake unto them by an interpreter. And 
he turned himself about from them, and wept ; and returned 
to them again, and communed with them, and took from them 
Simeon, and bound him before their eyes. Then Joseph com- 
manded to fill their sacks with com, and to restore every man's 
money into his sack, and to give them provision for the way : 
and thus did he xmto them. 

And they laded their asses with com, and departed thence. 
And as one of them opened his sack to give his ass provender 
in the inn, he espied his money ; for, behold, it was in his sack's 
mouth. And he said unto his brethren, " My money is re- 
stored ; and, lo, it is even in my sack : " and their heart failed 
them, and they were afraid, saying one to another, " What is 
this that God hath done unto us." And they came unto Jacob 
their father xmto the land of Canaan, and told him all that befell 
unto them, saying, " The man, who is the lord of the land, spake 
roughly to us, and took us for spies of the country. And we 
said unto him, 'We are true men; we are no spies: we be 
twelve brethren, sons of our father ; one is not, and the youngest 
is this day with our father in the land of Canaan. And the 
man, the lord of the coxmtry, said unto us, ' Hereby shall I 
know that ye are true men ; leave one of your brethren here 
with me, and take food for the famine of your households, and 
be gone ; and bring your youngest brother unto me : then shall 
I know that ye are no spies, but that ye are true men : so will I 
deliver you your brother, and ye shall traffic in the land.' " 
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And it came to pass as they emptied their sacks, that, behold, 
every man's bundle of money was in his sack : and when both 
they and their father saw the bundles of money, they were 
afraid. And Jacob their father said unto them, " Me have ye 
bereaved of my children : Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, and 
ye will take Benjamin away : all these things are against me." 
And Eeuben spake unto his father, saying, " Slay my two sons, 
if I bring him not to thee : deliver him into my hand, and I 
will bring him to thee again." And he said, " My son shall 
not go down with you : for his brother is dead, and he is left 
alone : if mischief befall' him by the way in the which ye go, 
then shall ye bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to the 
grave." 
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And the famine was sore in the land. And it came to pass, 
when they had eaten np the com which they had brought out 
of Egypt, their father said unto them, " Go again, buy us a 
little food." And Judah spake unto him, saying, " The man 
did solemnly protest unto us, saying, 'Ye shall not see my 
face, except your brother be with you.' K thou wilt send 
our brother with us, we will go down and buy thee food: 
but if thou wilt not send him, we will not go down : for the 
man said unto us, 'Te shall not see my face, except your 
brother be with you.' " And Israel said, " Wherefore dealt 
ye so ill with me, as to tell the man whether ye had yet a 
brother ? " And they said, " The man asked us straitly of our 
state, and of our kindted, saying, ' Is your father yet alive ? 
have ye another brother ? ' and we told him according to the 
tenor of these words : could we certainly know that he would 
say, ' Bring your brother down ? ' " And Judah said unto 
Israel his father, " Send the lad with me, and we will arise 
and go ; that we may live, and not die, both we, and thou, and 
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also our little ones. I will be surety for him ; of my hand shalt 
thou require him : if I bring him not unto thee, and set him 
before thee, then let me bear the blame forever : for except we 
had lingered, surely now we had returned this second time." 
And their father Israel said unto them, " If it must be so now, 
do this : take of the best fruits in the land in your vessels, and 
carry down the man a present, a little balm, and a little honey, 
spices, and myrrh, nuts, and almonds : and take double money 
in your hand ; and the money that was brought again in the 
mouth of your sacks, carry it again in your hand ; peradven- 
ture it was an oversight : take also your brother, and arise, go 
again unto the man : and God Almighty give you mercy before 
the man, that he may send away your other brother, and Ben- 
jamin. If I be bereaved of my children, I am bereaved." 

And the men took that present, and they took double money 
in their hand, and Benjamin ; and rose up, and went down to 
Egypt, and stood before Joseph. And when Joseph saw Ben- 
jamin with them, he said to the ruler of his house, " Bring these 
men home, and slay, and make ready ; for these men shall dine 
with me at noon." And the man did as Joseph bade ; and the 
man brought the men into Joseph's house. And the men were 
afraid because they were brought into Joseph's house ; and they 
said, " Because of the money that was returned in our sacks at 
the first time are we brought in ; that he may seek occasion 
against us, and fall upon us, and take us for bondmen, and our 
asses." And they came near to the steward of Joseph's house, 
and they communed with him at the door of the house, and said, 
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" O sir, we came indeed down at the first time to buy food : 
and it came to pass when we came to the inn, that we opened 
our sacks, and, behold, every man's money was in the mouth 
of his sack, our money in full weight : and we have brought it 
again in our hand. And other money have wo brought down 
in our hands to buy food : we cannot tell who put our money in 
our sacks." And he said, " Peace be with you, fear not : your 
God, and the God of your father, hath given you treasure in 
your sacks : I had your money." And he brought Simeon out 
unto them. And the man brought the men into Joseph's house, 
and gave them water, and they washed their feet ; and he gave 
their asses provender. And they made ready the present against 
Joseph came at noon : for they heard that they should eat bread 
there. And when Joseph came home, they brought him the 
present which was in their hand into the house, and bowed 
themselves to him to the earth. And he asked them of their 
welfare, and said, " Is your father well, the old man of whom 
ye spake ? is he yet alive ? " And they answered, " Thy ser- 
vant our father is in good health, he is yet alive." And they 
bowed down their heads, and made obeisance. And he lifted up 
his eyes, and saw his brother Benjamin, his mother's son, and 
said, " Is this your younger brother, of whom ye spake unto 
me ? " And he said, " God be gracious unto thee, my son." 
And Joseph made haste; for his bowels did yearn upon his 
brother : and he sought where to weep ; and he entered into his 
chamber and wept there. And he washed his face, and went 
out, and refrained himself, and said, "Set on bread." And 
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they set on for him by himself, and for them by themselves, and 
for the Egyptians, which did eat with him, by themselves : be- 
cause the Egyptians might not eat bread with the Hebrews ; for 
that is an abomination unto the Egyptians. And they sat be- 
fore him, the first-bom according to his birthright, and the 
youngest according to his youth : and the men marvelled one at 
another. And he took and sent messes unto them from before 
him : but Benjamin's mess was five times so much as any of 
theirs. And they drank, and were merry with him. And he 
commanded the steward of his house, saying, " Fill the men's 
sacks with food, as much as they can carry, and put every man's 
money in his sack's mouth. And put my cup, the silver cup, 
in the sack's mouth of the youngest, and his com money." And 
he did according to the word that Joseph had spoken. 
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As soon as the morning was light, the men were sent away, 
they and their asses. And when they were gone out of the city, 
and not yet far off, Joseph said nnto his steward, " Up, follow 
after the men ; and when thou dost overtake them, say unto 
them, ' Wherefore have ye rewarded evil for good ? Is not this 
it in which my lord drinketh, and whereby indeed he divineth ? 
ye have done evil in so doing.' And he overtook them, and 
he spake unto them these same words. And they said unto 
him, " Wherefore saith my lord these words ? God forbid that 
thy servants should do according to this thing: behold, the 
money, which we found in our sacks' mouths, we brought again 
unto thee out of the land of Canaan : how then should we steal 
out of thy lord's house silver or gold ? With whomsoever of 
thy servants it be found, both let him die, and we also will be 
my lord's bondmen." And he said, " Now also let it be accord- 
ing unto your word : he with whom it is found shall be my ser- 
vant; and ye shall be blameless." Then they speedily took 
down every man his sack to the ground, and opened every man 
his sack. And he searched, and began at the eldest, and left at 
the youngest : and the cup was found in Benjamin's sack. Then 
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they rent their clothes, and laded every man his ass, and returned 
to the city. And Judah and his brethren came to Joseph's 
house ; for hd was yet there : and they fell before him on the 
groxmd. And Joseph said xmto them, " What deed is this that 
ye have done ? wot ye not that such a man as I can certainly 
divine ? " And Judah said, " What shall we say unto my lord ? 
what shall we speak ? or how shall we clear ourselves ? God 
hath found out the iniquity of thy servants : behold, we are my 
lord's servants, both we, and he also with whom the cup is 
found." And he said, " God forbid that I should do so : but 
the man in whose hand the cup is found, he shall be my servant ; 
and as for you, get you up in peace unto your father." Then 
Judah came near unto him, and said, " Oh my lord, let thy ser- 
vant, I pray thee, speak a word in my lord's ears, and let not 
thine anger bum against thy servant: for thou art even as 
PharaoL My lord asked his servants, saying, ^Have ye a 
father, or a brother ? ' And we said unto my lord, ' We have a 
father, an old man, and a child of his old age, a little one ; and 
his brother is dead, and he alone is left of his mother, and his 
father loveth him.' And thou saidst xmto thy servants, ' Bring 
him down unto me, that I may set mine eyes upon him.' And 
we said unto my lord, ' The lad cannot leave his father, for if 
he should leave his father, his father would die.' And thou 
saidst unto thy servants, * Except your yoimgest brother come 
down with you, ye shall see my face no more.' And it came to 
pass when we came up unto thy servant my father, we told him 
the words of my lord. And our father said, ' Go again, and buy 
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US a Utile food.' And we said, ' We cannot go down : if our 
youngest brother be witli us, then will we go down : for we 
may not see the man's face, except our youngest brother be 
with us.' And thy servant my father said unto us, ' Ye know 
that my wife bare me two sons : and the one went out from me, 
and I said. Surely he is torn in pieces ; and I saw him not since : 
and if ye take this also from me, and mischief befall him, ye shall 
bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to the grave.' Now 
therefore when I come to thy servant my father, and the lad be 
not with us ; seeing that his life is bound up in the lad's life ; it 
shall come to pass, when he seeth that the lad is not with us, 
that he will die : and thy servants shall bring down the gray 
hairs of thy servant our father with sorrow to the grave. For 
thy servant became surety for the lad unto my father, saying, 
' If I brings him not unto thee, then I shall bear the blame to my 
father for ever.' Now therefore, I pray thee, let thy servant 
abide instead of the lad a bondman to my lord ; and let the lad 
go up with his brethren. For how shall I go up to my father, 
and the lad be not with me ? lest peradventure I see the evil 
that shall come on my father." 
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Then Joseph could not refrain himself before all them that 
stood by him ; and he cried, " Cause every man to go out from 
me." And there stood no man with him, while Joseph made 
himself known to his brethren. And he wept aloud : and the 
Egyptians and the house of Pharoah heard. And Joseph said 
unto his brethren, " I am Joseph ; doth my father yet live i " 
And his brethren could not answer him ; for they were troubled 
at his presence. And Joseph eaid imto his brethren, " Come 
near to me, I pray you." And they came near. And he said, 
" I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt. Now 
therefore be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold 
me hither : for God did send me before you to preserve life. 
For these two years hath the famine been in the land : and yet 
there are five years, in which there shall neither be earing nor 
harvest. And God sent me before you to preserve you a pos- 
terity in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliver- 
ance. So now it was not you that sent me hither, but God : 
and he hath made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his 
house, and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt. Haste ye, 



Digitized by 



Googk 



HE MAXES TTTMflTgT.TT KNOWN TO HIS BBETHSEN. 61 

and go up to my father, and say unto him, Thus saith thy son 
Joseph, *God hath made me lord of all Egypt : come down unto 
me, tarry not : and thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and 
thou shalt be near unto me, thou, and thy children, and thy 
children's children, and thy flocks, and thy herds, and all that 
thou hast : and there will I nourish thee ; for yet there are five 
years of famine ; lest thou, and thy household, and all that thou 
hast, come to poverty.' And, behold, your eyes see, and the 
eyes of my brother Benjamin, that it is my mouth that speaketh 
unto you. And ye shall tell my father of all my glory in 
Egypt, and of all that ye have seen : and ye shall haste and 
bring down my father hither." And he fell upon his brother Ben- 
jamin's neck, and wept ; and Benjamin wept upon his neck. 
Moreover he kissed all his brethren, and wept upon them : and 
after that his brethren talked with him. And the fame 
thereof was heard in Pharaoh's house, saying, " Joseph's brethren 
are come :" and it pleased Pharaoh well, and his servants. And 
Pharaoh said unto Joseph, " Say unto thy brethren, ' This do 
ye ; lade your beasts, and go, get you into the land of Canaan ; 
and take your father and your households, and come unto me : 
and I will give you the good of the land of Egypt, and ye shall 
eat the fat of the land. Now thou art commanded, this do ye ! 
take you wagons out of the land of Egypt for your little ones, 
and for your wives, and bring your father, and come. Also re- 
gard not your stuff; for the good of all the land of Egypt is 
yours.' " And the children of Israel did so : and Joseph gave 
them wagons, according to the commandment of Pharaoh, and 
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gave them provision for the way. To all of them he gave each 
man changes of raiment ; but to Benjamin he gave three hnn-* 
dred pieces of silver, and five changes of raiment. And to his 
father he sent after this manner : ten asses laden with the good 
things of Egypt, and ten she-asses laden with com and bread 
and meat for his father by the way. So he sent his brethren 
away, and they departed : and he said unto them, " See that ye 
fall not out by the way." 
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And they went up out of Egypt, and came into the land of 
Canaan, unto Jacob their father, and told him, saying, " Joseph 
is yet alive, and he is governor over all the land of Egypt." 
And Jacob's heart fainted, for he believed them not. And they 
told him all the words of Joseph, which he had said unto them : 
and when he saw the wagons which Joseph had sent to carry 
him, the spirit of Jacob their father revived : and Israel said, 
" It is enough ; Joseph my son is yet alive : I wiU go and see 
him before I die." 

And Israel took his journey with all that he had, and came 
into Egypt, and his sons carried their father and their little ones 
and their wives, in the wagons which Pharaoh had sent to carry 
him, and they took their cattle, and their goods, and aU that they 
had, and brought them with them into Egypt. And Joseph 
made ready his chariot, and went up to meet Israel his father, to 
Goshen, and ptesented himself unto him ; and he fell on his 
neck, and wept on his neck a good while. And Israel said imto 
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Joseph, " Now let me die, since I have seen thy face, becaiis 
thou art yet alive." 

Then Joseph came and told Pharaoh, and said, " My father 
and my brethren, and their flocks, and their herds, and all that 
they have, are come out of the land of Canaan ; and, behold, 
they are in the land of Goshen." And he took some of his 
brethren, even five men, and presented them unto Pharaoh. 
And Pharaoh said unto his brethren, " "What is your occupa- 
tion ?" And they said unto Pharaoh, " Thy servants are shep- 
herds, both we, and also our fathers." They said moreover 
unto Pharaoh, " For to sojourn in the land are we come : for thy 
servants have no pasture for their flocks ; for the famine is sore 
in the land of Canaan : now therefore, we pray thee, let thy ser- 
vants dwell in the land of Goshen." And Pharaoh spake unto 
Joseph, saying, " Thy father and thy brethren are come unto 
thee : the land of Egypt is before thee ; in the best of the land 
make thy father and thy brethren to dwell ; in the land of 
Goshen let them dwell : and if thou knowest any men of activity 
among them, then make them rulers over my cattle." And Joseph 
brought in Jacob his father, and set him before Pharaoh : and 
Jacob blessed Pharaoh. And Pharaoh said imto Jacob, " How 
old art thou ?" And Jacob said unto Pharaoh, " The days of the 
years of my pilgrimage are one hundred and thirty years : few 
and evil have the days of the years of my life been, and have 
not attained unto the days of the years of the life of my fathers 
in the days of their pilgrimage." And Jacob blessed Pharaoh, 
and went out from before Pharaoh. And Joseph placed his 
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father and his brethren, and gave them a possession in the land 
of Egypt, in the best of the land, in the land of Eameses, as 
Pharaoh had commanded. And Joseph nourished his father, 
and his brethren, and all his father's household, with bread, ac- 
cording to their families. 
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Am) Jacob lived in Egypt seventeen years, and Jacob was an 
hundred and forty and seven years old. And the time drew 
near that Israel mnst die. 

And it came to pass that one told Joseph, " Behold thy father 
is sick ;" and he took his two sons with him and went nnto his 
father. And Jacob blessed them. And Jacob called all his 
sons and said, " Gather yourselves together, that I may tell you 
that which shall befall you in the last days." 

And when Jacob had made an end of commanding his sons, 
he gathered up his feet into the bed, and was gathered unto his 
people. And Joseph fell upon his father's face, and wept, and 
kissed him. 

And Joseph dwelt in Egypt, he and his father's house ; and 
Joseph lived an hundred and ten years. And Joseph saw his 
son Ephraim's children of the third generation, the children 
also of Manasseh were brought up on Joseph's knees. 

So Joseph died, being an hundred and ten years old ; and 
they embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt. 
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C|^ ^tarj of W^am m tje Sttlrns|^s» 

(Ihm the Ut and 2d Chapters o/* Exodus.) 

Now there arose up a new king over Egypt, which knew 
not Joseph. And he said nnto his people, " Behold, the people 
of the children of Israel are more and mightier than we : Come 
on, let us deal wisely with them ; lest they multiply, and it 
come to pass, that, when there falleth out any war, they join also 
imto our enemies, and fight against us, and so get them up out 
of the. land." Therefore, they did set over them task-masters to 
afflict them with their burdens. But the more they afflicted 
them, the more they multiplied and grew. And they were 
grieved because of the children of Israel. And the Egyptians 
made the children of Israel to serve with rigor : and they made 
their lives bitter with hard bondage, in mortar, and in brick, and 
in all manner of service in the field : all their service, wherein 
they made them serve, was with rigor. 

And when the king of Egypt saw that the people multiplied 
and waxed very mighty, behold, he charged all his people, 
saying, " Every son that is bom among the Hebrews ye shall cast 
into the river, and every daughter ye shall save alive." 
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And there was a man of tlie house of Levi, whose wife was 
also of the house of Levi, to whom a son was bom. And when 
his mother saw him, that he was a goodly child, she hid him 
three months. And when she could not longer hide him, she 
took for him an ark of bulrushes, and daubed it with slime and 
with pitch, and put the child therein ; and she laid it in the 
flags by the river's brink. And his sister stood afar off, to see 
what would be done to him. And the daughter of Pharaoh came 
down to wash herself at the river ; and her maidens walked 
along by the river's side ; and when she saw the ark among the 
flags, she sent her maid to fetch it. And when she had opened 
it, she saw the child : and, behold, the babe wept. And she had 
compassion on him and said, " This is one of the Hebrew's chil- 
dren." Then said his sister to Pharaoh's daughter, " Shall I go 
and call to thee a nurse of the Hebrew women, that she may 
nurse the child for thee i " And Pharaoh's daughter said to her, 
" Go." And the maid went and called the child's mother. And 
Pharaoh's daughter said unto her, " Take this child away, and 
nurse it for me, and I will give thee thy wages." And the 
woman took the child, and nursed it. And the child grew, and 
she brought him unto Pharaoh's daughter, and he became her 
son. And she called his name Moses : and she said, " Because 
I drew him out of the water." 
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{From the Sd Chapter of Exodus,) 

And the children of Israel sighed by reascm of their bondage 
in the land of Egypt, and they cried, and their cry came up 
unto God. And God heard their groaaiing and God remem- 
bered his covenant with Abraham and with Isaac and with 
Jacob. And God looked upon the children of Israel and had 
respect unto them. 

Now Moses was grown up and kept the flock in the moun- 
tains. And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a flame 
of fire, out of the midst of a bush ; and behold the bush burned 
with fire, and yet the bush was not consumed. And Moses said, 
" I will now turn aside and see this great sight, why the bush is 
not burnt." And when the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, 
God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, " Moses, 
Moses.'* And he said, " Here am I." And he said, " Draw not 
nigh hither : put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place where- 
on thou standest is holy ground." Moreover he said, " I am the 
God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 

the God of Jacob." And Moses hid his face: for he was afraid 
6 
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to look upon God. And the Lord said, "I have surely seen the 
affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and have heard their 
cry by reason of their task-masters ; for I know their sorrows ; 
and I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the 
Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a good 
land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey." 
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{From the tith Chapter </ Exodus.) 

And the Lord commanded Moses and Aaron that they 
should go in and say unto Pharaoh, " Thus saith the Lord God 
of Israel, Let my people go, that they may hold a feast unto me 
in the wilderness." And they did so. And Pharaoh said, 
" Who is the Lord, that I should obey his voice to let Israel go ? 
I know not the Lord, neither will I let Israel go." And they 
said, " The God of the Hebrews hath met with us : let us go, 
we pray thee, three days' journey into the desert, and sacrifice 
unto the Lord our God ; lest he fall upon us with pestilence, or 
with the sword." And the king of Egypt said unto them, 
" Wherefore do ye, Moses and Aaron, hinder the people from 
their work ? G^t ye unto your burdens." 

And Pharaoh commanded the same day the task-masters of 
the people, and their officers, saying, " Te shall no more give 
the people straw to make bricks, as heretofore : let them go and 
gather straw for tliemselves. And the tale of the bricks, which 
they did make heretofore, ye shall lay upon them ; ye shall not 
diminish aught thereof: for they be idle; therefore they cry. 
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saying, 'Let us go and sacrifice to our God.' Let there more 
work be laid upon the men, that they may labor therein ; and 
let them not regard vain words." And the task-masters of the 
people went out, and their oflScers, and they spake to the people, 
saying, " Thus saith Pharaoh, I will not give yon straw. Go 
ye, get you straw where ye can find it : yet not aught of your 
work shall be diminished." So the people were scattered abroad 
throughout all the land of Egypt, to gather stubble instead of 
straw. And the task-masters hasted them, saying, " Fulfil your 
works, your daily tasks, as when there was straw." And the 
officers of the children of Israel, which Pharaoh's task-masters 
had «et over them, were beaten, and demanded, " Wherefore 
have ye not fulfilled your task in making brick both yesterday 
and to-day, as heretofore ? " Then the officers of the children 
of Israel came and cried unto Pharaoh, saying, " Wherefore 
dealest thou thus with thy servants ? There is no straw given 
unto thy servants, and they say to us. Make brick : and, behold, 
thy servants are beaten ; but the fault is in thine own people." 
But he said, " Ye are idle, ye are idle : therefore ye say, * Let us 
go and do sacrifice to the Lord.' Go therefore now, and work ; 
for there shall no straw be given you, yet shall ye deliver the 
tale of bricks.'' 
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Moses before Pharaoh. 
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{From the 6th to the 12th Chapter o/" Exodus.) 

And Moses returned unto the Lord, and said, " Lord, where- 
fore hast thou so evil-entreated this people ? why is it that thou 
hast sent me ! For since I came to Pharaoh to speak in thy 
name, he hath done evil to this people : neither hast thou de- 
livered thy people at all." Then the Lord said unto Moses^ 
" Now shalt thou see what I will do to Pharaoh : When Pha- 
raoh shall speak unto you, saying, ' Show a miracle : ' then thou 
shalt say unto Aaron, ' Take thy rod, and cast it before Pharaoh,' 
and it shall become a serpent." And Moses and Aaron went 
in unto Pharaoh, and they did so, as the Lord had commanded : 
And Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh, and before his 
servants, and it became a serpent. Then Pharaoh also called 
the wise men and the sorcerers : now the magicians of Egypt, 
they also did in like manner with their enchantments. For they 
cast down every man his rod, and they became serpents ; but 
Aaron's rod swallowed up their rods. But Pharaoh would not 
let the people go. 
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THE BLOOD. 

Then the Lord commanded Moses, " Say unto Aaron, Take 
thy rod and smite all the waters of Egypt." And Aaron did 
so, in the sight of Pharaoh and all his servants ; and the waters 
were turned into blood, and all the fish in the river died and the 
river stank, and the Egyptians could not drink of the waters, for 
there was blood in all the land of Egypt. But Pharaoh would 
not let the people go. 

THE FROGS. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, " Go unto Pharaoh, and 
say unto him. Thus saith the Lord, " Let my people go that they 
may serve me. And if thou refuse to let them go, behold, I 
will smite all thy borders with frogs : and the river shall bring 
forth frogs abundantly, which shall go up into thine house, and 
into thy bed-chamber, and upon thy bed, and into the house 
of thy servants, and upon thy people, and into thine ovens, and 
into thy kneeding-troughs : and the frogs shall come up both on 
thee and upon thy people, and upon all thy servants. And the 
Lord spake unto Moses, " Say unto Aaron, Stretch forth thine 
hand with thy rod over the streams, over the rivers, and over 
the ponds, and cause frogs to come up upon the land of Egypt." 
And Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt • 
and the frogs came up, and covered the land of Egypt. 
Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, and said, " Litreat the 
Lord, that he may take away the frogs from me, and from my 
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people ; and I will let the people go, that they may do sacriflce 
unto the Lord." And Moses said, " When shall I entreat for 
thee that the frogs be destroyed ? " and he said, " To-morrow." 
And he said, " Be it according to thy word : that thou mayest . 
know that there is none like unto the Lord our God. And the 
frogs shall depart from thee, and from thy houses, and from thy 
servants, and from thy people ; they shall remain in the river 
only." And Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh : and 
Moses cried unto the Lord because of the frogs which he had 
brought against Pharaoh. And the Lord did according to the 
word of Moses ; and the frogs died out of the houses, out of the 
villages, and out of the fields. And they gathered them to- 
gether upon heaps : and the land stank. But when Pharaoh 
saw that there was respite, he hardened his heart, and hearkened 
not unto them ; as the Lord had said. 

THE LICE. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, " Say unto Aaron, * Stretch 
out thy rod, and smite the dust of the land, that it may become 
lice throughout all the land of Egypt.' " And they did so ; for 
Aaron stretched out his hand with his rod, and smote the dust 
of the earth, and it became lice in man, and in beast ; all the 
dust of the land became lice throughout all the land of Egypt. 
And the magicians did so with their enchantments to bring forth 
lice, but they could not : so there were lice upon man and upon 
beast. Then the magicians said imto Pharaoh, " This is the 
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finger of God : " and Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he 
hearkened not unto them ; as the Lord had said. 



THE FLIES. 

And the Lord said nnto Moses, " Kise up early in the morn- 
ing, and stand before Pharaoli; lo, he cometh forth to the 
water ; and say unto him, * Thus saith the Lord, Let my people 
go, that they may serve me. Else, if thou wilt not let my peo- 
ple go, behold, I will send swarms of flies upon thee, and upon 
thy servants, and upon thy people, and into thy houses : and 
the houses of the Egyptians shall be full of swarms of flies, and 
also the ground whereon they are. And I will sever in that 
day the land of Goshen, in which my people dwell, that no 
swarms of flies shall be there ; to the end thou mayest know 
that I am the Lord in the midst of the earth. And I will put 
a division between my people and thy people : to-morrow shall 
this sign be.' " And the Lord did so ; and there came a grievous 
swarm of flies into the house of Pharaoh, and into his servants' 
houses, and into all the land of Egypt : the land was corrupted 
by reason of the swarm of flies. And Pharaoh called for Moses 
and for Aaron, and said, " Go ye, sacrifice to your God in the 
land." And Moses said, " It is not meet so to do ; for we shall 
sacrifice the abomination of the Egyptians to the Lord our 
God: lo, shall we sacrifice the abomination of the Egyp- 
tians before their eyes, and will they not stone us? we will 
go three days' journey into the wilderness, and saciifice to the 
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Lord our God, as he shall command us." And Pharaoh said, 
" I wiU let you go, that ye may sacrifice to the Lord your God 
in the wilderness ; only ye shall not go very far away : intreat 
for me." And Moses said, " Behold, I go out from thee, and I 
will intreat the Lord that the swarms of flies may depart from 
Pharaoh, from his servants, and from his people, to-morrow : but 
let not Pharaoh deal deceitfully any more in not letting the people 
go to sacrifice to the Lord." And Moses went out from Pha- 
raoh, and intreated the Lord. And the Lord did according to 
the word of Moses ; and he removed the swarms of flies from 
Pharaoh, from his servants, and from his people ; there remained 
not one. And Pharaoh hardened his heart at this time also, 
neither would he let the people go. 

THE MURRAIN. 

Then the Lord said unto Moses, " Go in unto Pharaoh, and 
t.ell him. Thus saith the Lord God of the Hebrews, Let my 
people go, that they may serve me. For if thou refuse to let 
them go, and wilt hold them still, behold, the hand of the Lord 
is upon thy cattle which is in the field, upon the horses, upon the 
asses, upon the camels, upon the oxen, and upon the sheep : 
there shall be a very grievous murrain. And the Lord shall sever 
between the cattle of Israel and the cattle of Egypt : and there 
shall nothing die of all that is the childrens' of Israel. And the 
Lord appointed a set time, saying, " To-morrow the Lord shall 
do this thing in the land. And the Lord did that thing on the 
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morrow, and all the cattle of Egypt died : but of the cattle of 
the children of Israel died not one. And Pharaoh sent, and, 
behold, there was not one of the cattle of the Israelites dead 
And the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he did not let the 
people go. 

THE BOIL. 

And the Lord said unto Moses and nnto Aaron, "Take to yon 
handfuls of ashes of the furnace, and let Moses sprinkle it to- 
ward the heaven in the sight of Pharaoh. And it shall become 
small dust in all the land of Egypt, and shall be a boil breaking 
forth with blains upon man, and upon beast, throughout all the 
land of Egypt. And they took ashes of the furnace, and stood 
before Pharaoh ; and Moses sprinkled it up toward heaven ; and 
it became a boil breaking forth with blains upon man, and upon 
beast. And the magicians could not stand before Moses because 
of the boil ; for the boil was upon the magicians, and upon all 
the Egyptians. And the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh, 
and he hearkened not unto them ; as the Lord had spoken unto 
Moses. 

THE HAIL. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, " Eise up early in the morn- 
ing, and stand before Pharaoh, and say unto him. Thus saith the 
Lord God of the Hebrews, Let my people go, that they may 
serve me. For I will at this time send all my plagues upon 
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thine heart, and upon thy servants, and upon thy people ; that 
thou mayest know that there is none like me in all the earth. 
For now will I stretch out my hand, that I may smite thee and 
thy people with pestilence ; and thou shalt be cut off from the 
earth. And in very deed for this cause have I raised thee up, for 
to show in thee my power ; and that my name may be declared 
throughout all the earth. As yet exaltest thou thyself against 
my people, that thou wilt not let them go ? behold, to-morrow 
about this time I will cause it to rain a very grievous hail, such 
as hath not been in Egypt since the foundation thereof even until 
now. Send therefore now, and gather thy cattle, and all that 
thou hast in the field ; for upon every man and beast which shall 
be found in the field, and shall not be brought home, the hail shall 
come down upon them, and they shall die. He that feared the 
word of the Lord among the servants of Pharaoh, made his 
servants and his cattle flee into the houses : and he that regarded 
not the word of the Lord left his servants and his cattle in the 
field." And the Lord said unto Moses, " Stretch forth thine 
hand toward heaven, that there may be hail in all the land of 
Egypt, upon man, and upon beast, and upon every herb of the 
field, throughout the land of Egypt." And Moses stretched 
forth his rod toward heaven : and the Lord sent thunder and 
hail, and the fire ran along upon the ground ; and the Lord 
rained hail upon the land of Egypt. So there was hail, and fire 
mingled with the hail, very grievous, such as there was none like 
it in all the land of Egypt since it became a nation. And the 
hail smote throughout all the land of Egypt all that was in the 
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field, both man and beast ; and tlie bail smote every herb of the 
field, and brake every tree of the forest. Only in the land of 
Goshen, where the children of Israel were, was there no hail. 
And Pharaoh sent, and called for Moses and Aaron, and said 
unto them, I have sinned this time : the Lord is righteous, and 
I and my people are wicked. Entreat the Lord (for it is enough) 
that there be no more mighty thunderings and hail ; and I wiR 
let you go, and ye shall stay no longer." And Moses said unto 
him, " As soon as I am gone out of the city, I will spread abroad 
my hands unto the Lord ; and the thunder shall cease, neither 
shall there be any more hail ; that thou mayest know that the 
earth is the Lord's. But as for thee and thy servants, I know 
that ye will not yet fear the Lord God." And the flax and the 
barley was smitten : for the barley was in the ear, and the flax 
was boiled. But the wheat and the rye were not smitten : for 
they were not grown up. And Moses went out of the city 
from Pharaoh, and spread abroad his hands unto the Lord: 
and the thxmders and hail ceased, and the rain was not poured 
upon the earth. And when Pharaoh saw that the rain, and the 
hail, and the thunders were ceased, he sinned yet more, and 
hardened his heart, he and his servants. And the heart of 
Pharaoh was hardened, neither would he let the children of 
Israel go ; as the Lord had spoken by Moses. 

THE LOCUSTS. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, " Go in unto Pharaoh : for 
I have hardened his heart, and the heart of his servants, that I 
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might show these my signs before him : and that thou mayest 
tell in the ears of thy son, and of thy sons' sons, what things I 
have wrought in Egypt, and my signs which I have done among 
them ; that ye may know how that I am the Lord." And Moses 
and Aaron came in unto Pharaoh, and said unto him, " Thus 
saith the Lord God of the Hebrews, ^ How long wilt thou refuse 
to humble thyself before me ? let my people go, that they may 
serve me. Else if thou refuse to let my people go, behold, to- 
morrow will I bring the locusts into thy coast. And they shall 
cover the face of the earth, that one cannot be able to see the 
earth : and they shall eat the residue of that which is escaped, 
which remaineth unto you from the hail, and shall eat every 
tree which groweth for you out of the field : and they shall fill 
thy houses, and the houses of all thy servants, and the houses 
of all the Egyptians ; which neither thy fathers, nor thy fathers' 
fathers have seen, since the day that they were upon the earth 
unto this day.' " And he turned himself, and went out from 
Pharaoh. And Pharaoh's servants said unto him, " How long 
shall this man be a snare unto us ? let the men go, that they 
may serve the Lord their God : knowest thou not yet that Egypt 
is destroyed ? " And Moses and Aaron were brought again imto 
Pharaoh : and he said unto them, " Go, serve the Lord your 
God : but who are they that shall go ? " And Moses said, " We 
will go with our young and with our old, with our sons and with 
our daughters, with our flocks and with our herds will we go : 
for we must hold a feast unto the Lord." And he said unto them, 
*' Let the Lord be so with you, as I will let you go, and your 
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little ones : look to it ; for evil is before you. Not so : go now 
ye that are men, and serve the Lord ; for that ye did desire.'^ 
And they were driven out from Pharaoh's presence. And the 
Lord said imto Moses, " Stretch out thine hand over the land of 
Egypt for the locusts, that they may come up upon the land of 
Egypt, and eat every herb of the land, even all that the hail 
hath left." And Moses stretched forth liis rod over the land of 
Egypt, and the Lord brought an east wind upon the land all 
that day, and all that night ; and when it was morning, the east 
wind brought the locusts. And the locusts went up over all the 
land of Eygpt, and rested in all the coasts of Egypt: very 
grievous were they ; before them there were no such locusts as 
they, neither after them shall be such. For they covered the 
face of the whole earth, so that the land was darkened ; and 
they did eat every herb of the land, and all the fruit of the 
trees which the hail had left : and there remained not any green 
thing in the trees, or in the herb of the field, through all the 
land of Egypt. Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron in 
haste ; and he said, " I have sinned against the Lord your God, 
and against you. Now therefore forgive, I pray thee, my sin 
only this once, and entreat the Lord your God, that he may 
take away from me this death only.'' And he went out from 
Pharaoh, and intreated the Lord. And the Lord turned a 
mighty strong west wind, which took away the locusts, and cast 
them into the Eed sea ; there remained not one locust in all the 
coasts of Egypt. But the Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart, so 
that he would not let the children of Israel go. 
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THE DARKNESS. 



And the Lord said unto Moses, " Stretch out thine hand to- 
ward heaven, that there may be darkness over the land of Egypt, 
even darkness which may be felt." And Moses stretched forth 
his hand toward heaven ; and there was a thick darkness in all 
the land of Egypt three days : they saw not one another, neither 
rose any from his place for three days ; but all the children of 
Israel had light in their dwellings. 

And Pharaoh called unto Moses, and said, " Go ye, serve 
the Lord ; only let your flocks and your herds be stayed : let 
your little ones also go with you." And Moses said, " Thou 
must give us also sacrifices and burnt-offerings, that we may 
sacrifice unto the Lord our God. Our cattle also shall go with 
us ; there shall not an hoof be left behind ; for thereof must 
we take to serve the Lord our God ; and we know not with 
what we must serve the Lord, until we come thither." But the 
Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he would not let them go. 
And Pharaoh said unto him, " Get thee from me, take heed to 
thyself, see my face no more ; for in that day thou seest my face 
thou shalt die." And Moses said, " Thou hast spoken well, I 
wiU see thy face again no more." 

THE DEATH OF THE FIRST-BORN. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, " Yet will I bring one plague 

more upon Pharaoh, and upon Egypt ; afterwards he will let 

7 



Digitized by 



Googk 



84 THE TEN FLAGUES OP EGYPT. 

you go hence : wlien lie shall let you go, he shall surely thrust 
you out hence altogether. Speak now in the ears of the people, 
and let every man borrow of his neighbor, and every woman 
of her neighbor, jewels of silver, and jewels of gold." And 
the Lord gave the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians. 
Moreover the man Moses was very great in the land of Egypt, 
in the sight of Pharaoh's servants, and in the sight of the peo- 
ple. And Moses said, " Thus saith the Lord, * About midnight 
will I go out into the midst of Egypt : and all the first-bom in 
the land of Egypt shall die, from the first-bom of Pharaoh that 
sitteth upon his throne, even unto the first-bom of the maid- 
servant that is behind the mill ; and all the first-bom of beasts. 
And there shall be a great cry throughout aU the land of Egypt, 
such as there was none like it, nor shall be like it any more. 
But against any of the children of Israel shall not a dog move 
his tongue, against man or beast : that ye may know how that 
the Lord doth put a difference between the Egyptians and Israel. 
And all these thy servants shall come down unto me, and bow 
down themselves unto me, saying, * Get thee out, and all the 
people that follow thee : ' and after that I will go out." And 
he went out from Pharaoh in a great anger. And the Lord 
said unto Moses, " Pharaoh shall not hearken unto you ; that 
my wonders may be multiplied in the land of Egypt." And 
Moses and Aaron did aU these wonders before Pharaoh : and 
the Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart, so that he would not let the 
children of Israel go out of his land. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses and Aaron, saying, " Speak 
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ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying, ' They shall take 
to them every man a lamb, a lamb for an house : and if the 
household be too little for the lamb, let him and his neighbor 
next imto his house take it, and ye shall kill it ; and shall take 
of the blood and strike it on the two side-posts and on the up- 
per door-post of the houses, wherein they shall eat it' " Then 
Moses called for all the elders of Israel, and said unto them, 
" Draw out and take you a lamb according to your families, and 
kill the passover. And ye shall take a bunch of hyssop, and 
dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and strike the lintel and 
the two side-posts with the blood that is in the basin ; and none 
of you shall go out at the door of his house until the morning. 
For the Lord will pass through to smite the Egyptians ; and 
when he seeth the blood upon the lintel, and on the two side- 
posts, the Lord will pass over the door, and will not suffer the 
destroyer to come in unto your houses to smite you. And ye 
shall observe this thing as an ordinance to thee and to thy sons 
forever. And it shall come to pass, when your children shall 
say unto you, * What mean ye by this service,' that ye shall say, 
* It is the sacrifice of the Lord's passover, who passed over the 
houses of the children of Israel in Egypt, when he smote the 
Egyptians, and delivered our houses.' " And the people of 
Israel went away, and did as the Lord had commanded Moses 
and Aaron. 

And it came to pass that at midnight the Lord smote all the 
first-bom of the land of Egypt, from the first-bom of Pharaoh 
that sat on his throne, unto the first-bom of the captive that 
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was in the dungeon ; and all the fii^t-bom of the cattle. And 
Pharaoh rose np in the night, he and all his servants, and all 
the Egyptians ; and there was a great cry in Egypt ; for there 
was not a honse where there was not one dead. And he called 
for Moses and Aaron by night and said, " Eise np, and get yon 
forth from among my people, both yon and the children of Is- 
rael ; and go and serve the Lord as ye have said. Also take 
yonr flocks and yonr herds as ye have said, and be gone ; and 
bless me also." And the Egyptians were nrgent npon the people 
that they might send them ont of the land in haste ; for they 
said, " We be all dead men." 
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(i^Vom <A< 12<A, 18/A, ani 14<A Chapters </ Exodus.) 

Ifow the cliildren of Israel dwelt in Egypt four hundred and 
thirty years. And it came to pass at the end of four hundred 
and thirty years, that all the hosts of the Lord went out from 
the land of Egypt, about six himdred thousand men on foot, 
beside children. And a mixed multitude went up also with 
them ; and flocks and herds, even very much cattle. And 
the people took their dough before it was leavened, their 
kneading troughs being bound up in their clothes upon 
their shoulders ; because they were thrust out of Egypt, and 
could not tarry, neither had they prepared for themselves any 
victuals. For it came to pass that at midnight the Lord smote 
all the first-bom in the land of Egypt, from the first-bom of 
Pharaoh that sat on his throne, unto the first-born of the cap- 
tive that was in the dungeon ; and all the first-bom of cattle. 
And Pharaoh rose up in the night, h6, and all his servants, and 
all the Egyptians ; and there was a great cry in Egypt, for there 
was not a house where there was not one dead. And he called 
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for Moses and Aaron by night and said, " Eise up, and get you 
forth from among my people, both ye and the children of Israel ; 
and go, serve the Lord, as ye have said. Also take your flocks 
and your herds, as ye have said, and be gone ; and bless me also." 
And the Egyptians were urgent upon the people that they 
might send them out of the land in haste ; for they said, " We 
be all dead men." And the children of Israel went out with a 
high hand, and the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of 
cloud, to lead them the way ; and by night in a pillar of fire to 
give them light. 

But when it was told Pharaoh that the people fled, the heart 
of Pharaoh and of his servants was turned against the people, 
and they said, " Why have we done this, that we have let Israel 
go from serving us ? " And he made ready his chariot, and took 
his people with him : and he took six hundred chosen chariots, 
and all the chariots of Egypt, and captains over every one of 
them. And the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh, king of 
Egypt, and he pursued after the children of Israel with all his 
horses, and his chariots, and his horsemen, and his army, and 
overtook them encamping by the sea. 

And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Israel lifted 
up their eyes, and, behold, the Egyptians marched after them ; 
and they were sore afraid : and the children of Israel cried out 
unto the Lord. And they said unto Moses, " Because there were 
no graves in Egypt, hast thou taken us away to die in the wil- 
derness ? wherefore hast thou dealt thus with us, to carry us 
forth out of Egypt ? Is not this the word that we did tell thee 
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in Egypt, saying, ' Let us alone, that we may serve the Egyp- 
tians ? ' For it had been better for ns to serve the Egyp- 
tians, than that we should die in the wilderness." And 
Moses said unto the people, " Fear ye not, stand still, and see 
the salvation of the Lord, which he will show to you to-day : 
for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to-day, ye shall see them 
again no more forever. The Lord shall fight for you, and ye 
shall hold your peace." 

And the Lord said unto Moses, " Wherefore criest thou unto 
me ? speak unto the children of Israel that they go forward : 
but lift thou up thy rod, and stretch out thine hand over the 
sea, and divide it : and the children of Israel shall go on dry 
ground through the midst of the sea. And I, behold, I will 
harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and they shall follow them : 
and I will get me honor upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host, 
upon his chariots, and upon his horsemen. And the Egyptians 
shall know that I am the Lord, when I have gotten me honor 
upon Pharaoh, upon his chariots, and upon his horsemen." 
And the angel of God, which went before the camp of Israel, 
removed and went behind them ; and the pillar of the cloud 
went from before their face, and stood behind them : and it 
came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of 
Israel ; and it was a cloud and darkness to them, but it gave 
light by night to these : so that the one came not near the other 
all the night. 

And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea ; and the 
Lord caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that 
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night, and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. 
And the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea upon 
the dry ground : and the waters were a wall unto them on their 
right hand, and on their left. And the Egyptians pursued, and 
went in after them to the midst of the sea, even all Pharaoh's 
horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. And it came to pass, 
that in the morning watch the Lord looked upon the host of the 
Egyptians through the pillar of fire and of the cloud, and 
troubled the host of the Egyptians, and took off their chariot 
wheels, that they drave them heavily : so that the Egyptians 
said, " Let us flee from the face of Israel ; for the Lord fighteth 
for them against the Egyptians." And the Lord said unto 
Moses, " Stretch out thine hand over the sea, that the waters 
may come again upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and 
upon their horsemen." And Moses stretched forth his hand 
over the sea, and the sea returned to his strength when the 
morning appeared ; and the Egyptians fled against it ; and the 
Lord overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. And 
the waters returned and covered the chariots, and the horsemen, 
and all the host of Pharaoh that came into the sea after them ; 
there remained not so much as one of them. But the children 
of Israel walked upon dry land in the midst of the* sea ; and 
the waters were a wall unto them on their right hand and on 
their left. Thus the Lord saved Israel that day out of the hand 
of the Egyptians ; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the 
sea-shore. And Israel saw that great work which the Lord did 
unto the Egyptians : and the people feared the Lord, and be- 
lieved th3 Lord, and his servant Moses. 
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(From the Hth Chapter of 'Exodvs,) 

The children of Israel murmured against Moses and Aaron in 
the wilderness ; and the children of Israel said unto them, 
" Would to God we had died by the hand of the Lord in the 
land of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh-pots, and when we did 
eat bread to the full ; for ye have brought us forth into this 
wilderness to kill this whole assembly with himger." Then said 
the Lord unto Moses, '^ Behold, I will rain bread fi'om Heaven 
for you ; and the people shall go out and gather every day, and 
it shall come to pass, that on the sixth day, that which they shall 
bring in shall be twice as much as they gather daily." And 
Moses and Aaron said unto all the children of Israel, " At even, 
then ye shall know that the Lord hath brought you out from 
the land of Egypt : and in the morning, then ye shall see the 
glory of the Lord ; for that he heareth your murmurings." 

And it came to pass as Aaron spake unto the whole congre- 
gation of the children of Israel, that they looked toward the 
wilderness, and, behold, the glory of the Lord appeared in the 
cloud. And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, " I have heard 
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the murmurings of the children of Israel : speak unto them, 
saying, ^ At even ye shall eat flesh, and in the morning ye shall 
be filled with bread ; and ye shall know that I am the Lord 
your God.' " And it came to pass, that at even the quails came 
up, and covered the camp : and in the morning the dew lay 
round about the host. And when the dew that lay was gone 
up, behold, upon the face of the wilderness there lay a small 
round thing, as small as the hoar-frost on the ground. And 
when the children of Israel saw it, they said one to another, " It 
is manna : " for they wist not what it was. And Moses said 
unto them, " This is the bread which the Lord hath given you 
to eat." And Moses said, " Let no man leave of it till the 
morning." Notwithstanding they hearkened not unto Moses ; 
but some of them left of it till the morning, and it bred worms, 
and stank : and Moses was wroth with them. And it came to 
pass, upon the sixth day they gathered twice as much. And 
the rulers came and told Moses. And he said unto them, " To- 
morrow is the rest of the holy sabbath unto the Lord : bake 
that which ye will bake to-day, and seethe that ye will seethe ; 
and that which remaineth over lay up to be kept until the 
morning." And they laid it up tiU the morning, as Moses bade, 
and it did not stink, neither was there any worm therein. And 
Moses said, " Eat that to-day ; for to-day is a sabbath unto the 
Lord, and ye shall not find it in the field. Six days ye shall 
gather it ; but on the seventh day, which is the sabbath, in it 
there shall be none." And it came to pass, that there went out 
some of the people on the seventh day for to gather, and they 
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found none. And the Lord said unto Moses, " The Lord hath 
given you the sabbath, therefore he giveth you on the sixth 
day the bread of two days." 

So the people rested on the seventh day. 

And the manna was like coriander seed, white ; and the 
taste of it was like wafers made with honey. 

And Moses said unto Aaron, " Take a pot, and put an omer 
full of manna therein, and lay it up to be kept for your chil- 
dren, that they may see the bread wherewith the Lord fed you 
in the wilderness." 
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(From the 2l8t Chapter o/'Numbebs.) 

As the cliildreii of Israel were journeying, their souls were 
much discouraged because of the weariness of the way. And 
the people spake against God and against Moses : " Wherefore 
have you brought us out of Egypt to die in the wilderness ? for 
there is no bread, neither is there any water; and our soul 
loatheth this light bread.'* And the Lord sent fiery serpents 
among the people, and they bit the people ; and much people 
of Israel died. Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, 
" We have sinned, for we have spoken against the Lord, and 
against thee ; pray unto the Lord, that he may take away the 
serpents from us." And Moses prayed for the people. And 
the Lord said unto Moses, " Make thee a fiery serpent, and set 
it upon a pole : and it shall come to pass, that every one that is 
bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live." And Moses made 
a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to pa*ss, 
that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the ser- 
pent of brass he lived. 
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{From the Qth and 1th Chapters o/Jvdqeb,) 

And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord, 
and the Lord delivered them into the hand of the Midianites 
seven years. And the children of Israel were greatly impover- 
ished because of the Midianites, and they cried nnto the Lord. 

Then there came an angel of the Lord, and sat under an oak 
as Gideon threshed wheat, and said unto him, " The Lord is 
with thee, thou mighty man of valor ; and thou shalt save Israel 
from the hand of the Midianites." And Gideon said, " Oh, my 
Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel ? behold, my family is poor, 
and I am the least of my father's house." And the Lord said 
unto him, " Surely I will be with thee, and thou shalt smite the 
Midianites as one man." And he said unto him, " If now I 
have found grace in thy sight, then show me a sign that thou 
talkest with me. Depart not hence, I pray thee, until I come 
unto thee, and bring forth my present, and set it before thee." 
And he said, " I will tarry until thou come again." And Gideon 
went in, and made ready a kid, and cakes, and broth in a pot, 
and brought it out xmto him under the oak, and presented it. 
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And the angel of God said nnto him, " Take the flesh and the 
cakes, and lay them upon this rock, and pour out the broth." 
And he did so. Then the angel of the Lord put forth the end 
of the staff that was in his hand, and touched the flesh and the 
j^akes ; and there rose up fire out of the rock and consumed the 
nesh and the cakes. Then the angel of the Lord departed out 
of his sight. And Gideon perceived that he was an angel of 
the Lord. Then Gideon built there an altar to the Lord. And 
it came to pass the same night, that the Lord said unto him, 
"Take thy father's young bullock, and throw down the altar 
of Baal, and cut down the grove that is by it, and build an altar 
unto the Lord thy God, and take the bullock and offer a burnt- 
sacrifice with the wood of the grove, which thou shalt cut 
down." Then Gideon took ten men of his servants, and did as 
the Lord had said unto him : and so it was, because he feared 
his father's household, and the men of the city, that he could 
not do it by day, that he did it by night. And when the men 
of the city rose early in the morning, behold, the altar of Baal 
was cast down, and the grove was cut down that was by it, and 
the bullock was offered upon the altar that was built. And 
they said one to another, " "Who hath done this thing ? " And 
when they inquired and asked, they said, " Gideon, the son of 
Joash, hath done this thing." Then the men of the city said 
unto Joash, " Bring out thy son, that he may die : because he 
hath cast down the altar of Baal, and because he hath cut down 
the grove that was by it." And Joash said, " If Baal be a god, 
let him plead for himself against him, if he hath thrown down 
his altar." 
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Then all the Midianites gathered themselves together, a great 
host. And the spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon, and he 
blew a trumpet, and a host also were gathered after him, and 
came up to meet them. 

And Gideon said unto God, " If thou wilt save Israel by 
mine hand, as thou hast said, behold, I will put a fleece of wool 
in the floor ; and if the dew be on the fleece only, and it be dry 
upon all the earth beside, then shall I know that thou wilt save 
Israel by mine hand, as thou hast said." And it was so : for he 
rose up early on the morrow, and thrust the fleece together, 
and wringed the dew out of the fleece, a bowl full of water. 
And Gideon said unto God, " Let not thine anger be hot against 
me, and I will speak but this once : let me prove, I pray thee, 
but this once with the fleece ; let it now be dry only upon the 
fleece, and upon all the ground let there be dew." And God 
did so that night : for it was dry upon the fleece only, and there 
was dew on all the ground. 

And the Lord said unto Gideon, " The people that are with 

thee are too many for me to give the Midianites into their hands, 

lest Israel vaunt themselves against me, saying, 'Mine own 

hand hath saved me.' Now therefore, go to, proclaim in the 

ears of the people, saying, ' Whosoever is fearful and afraid, 

let him return.' " And there returned of the people twenty-and- 

two thousand; and there remained ten thousand. And the 

Lord said unto Gideon, " The people are yet too many ; bring 

them down unto the water, and I will try them for thee there." 

So he brought down the people unto the water, and the Lord 
8 
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said unto Gideon, " Every one that lappeth of the water with 
his tongue, as a dog lappeth, him shalt thou set by himself; 
likewise every one that boweth down upon his knees to drink." 
And the number of them that lapped, putting their hand to 
their mouth, were three hundred men : but all the rest of the 
people bowed down upon their knees to drink water. And the 
Lord said unto Gideon, " By the three hundred men that lapped 
will I save you, and deliver the Midianites into thine hand : and 
let all the other people go every man unto his place." 

And it came to pass the same night, that the Lord said unto 
him, " Arise, get thee down unto the host ; for I have deliv- 
ered it into thine hand. But if thou fear to go down, go thou 
forth alone with thy servant down to the host, and hear what 
they say ; and afterward shall thine hands be strengthened to 
go down unto the host." Then went he down with his servant 
unto the outside of the armed men that were in the host. And 
the Midianites and the Amalekites and all the children of the 
east lay along in the valley like grasshoppers for multitude ; and 
their camels were without number, as the sand by the sea-side 
for multitude. And when Gideon was come, behold, there was 
a man that told a dream unto his fellow, and said, " Behold, I 
dreamed a dream, and, lo, a cake of barley bread tumbled into 
the host of Midian, and came unto a tent, and smote it that it 
fell, and overturned it, that the tent lay along." And his fellow 
answered and said, " This is nothing else save the sword of 
Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel : for into his hand 
hath God delivered Midian, and all the host." 
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And it was so, when Gideon heard the telling of the dream, 
and the interpretation thereof, that he worshipped, and returned 
unto the host of Israel, and said, " Arise ; for the Lord hath 
delivered into your hand the host of Midian." And he divided 
the three hundred men into three companies, and he put a trum- 
pet into every man's hand, with empty pitchers, and lamps 
within the pitchers. And he said imto them, " Look on me, 
and, behold, when I come to the outside of the camp, it shall 
be, that, as I do, so shall ye do. When I blow with a tnimpet, 
then blow ye the trumpets also on every side of all the camp, 
and say, ' The sword of the Lord, and of Gideon.' " So Gideon, 
and the men that were with him, came unto the outside of the 
camp in the beginning of the middle watch ; and they had but 
newly set the watch : and they blew the trumpets, and brake 
the pitchers that were in their hands, and held the lamps in 
their left hands, and the trumpets in their right hands to blow 
withal ; and they cried, " The sword of the Lord, and of Gid- 
eon." And they stood every man in his place round about the 
camp ; and all the host of the Midianites ran and cried, 
and fled. 
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{From the ISth, 14th, 15th, and Hth Chapters ©^Judges.) 

The children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord ; 
and the Lord delivered them into the hand of the Philistines. 

And there was a certain man, whose name was Manoah, who 
had a son, and he called his name Samson. And the angel of the 
Lord appeared nnto his mother, and said " Behold, thou shalt 
let no razor come nigh his head ; for the child shall be called 
a Nazarite from his birth; and he shall begin to deliver 
Israel from the Philistines. 

And the child grew, and the Lord blessed him. 

And on a day, as he went by the way, behold a yotmg 
lion roared against him, and the spirit of the Lord came 
mightily upon him, and he rent him as he would have rent 
a kid, and he had nothing in his hand. 

And the Philistines vexed Samson, and he went and 
caught three hundred foxes, and took firebrands, and turned 
tail to tail, and put a firebrand in the midst between two 
tails. And when he had set the brands on fire, he let them 
go in to the standing com of the Philistines, and burnt up 



Digitized by 



Googk 



SAMSON. 101 

both the shocks, and also the standing corn, with the vineyard 
and olives. 

Then the Philistines sought for Samson to be avenged 
on him, and the men of Judah said to Samson, "Knowest 
thou not that the Philistines are rulers over us ? what is that 
thou hast done unto us ? And he said unto them, " As they 
did unto me, so have I done unto them." And they said 
unto him, "We are come down to bind thee, that we may 
deliver thee into the hand of the Philistines." And Samson 
said unto them. " Swear unto me that ye will not fall upon 
me yourselves." And they spake unto him, saying , " No ; 
but we will bind thee fast, and deliver thee into their hand ; 
but surely we will not kill thee." And they bound him with 
two new cords, and brought him up from the rock. 

And when they were come to the Philistines they shouted 
against him : and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon 
him, and the cords that were upon his arms became as flax 
that was burnt with fire, and his bands loosed from off his 
hands. And he found a new jaw-bone of an ass, and took it, 
and slew a thousand men therewith. 

And he was sore athirst, and called on the Lord, 
and said, "Thou hast given this great deliverance into the 
hand of thy servant : and now shall I die for thirst, and fall 
into the hand of the Philistines ? " But God clave an hollow 
place that was in the jaw, and there came water thereout ; 
and when he had drunk, his spirit came again, and he re- 
vived. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



102 SAMSOK. 

And Samson judged Israel in the days of the Philistines, 
forty years. 

Then went Samson to Gaza ; and it was told the Gazarites, 
and they lay in wait for him all night nigh unto the gate of 
the city, and were quiet all night, saying : " In the morning, 
when it is day, we will kill him." And Samson lay till mid- 
night, and arose at midnight, and took the doors of the gate 
of the city, and the two posts, and went away with them, bar 
and all, and put them upon his shoulders, and carried them 
up to the top of an hill that is before Hebron. 

And it came to pass afterward, that he loved a woman of 
the Philistines, whose name was Delilah. And the lords of 
the Philistines came up unto her, and said unto her, " Entice 
him, and see wherein his great strength lieth, and by what 
means we may prevail against him, that we may bind him 
to afflict him : and we will give thee every one of us eleven 
hundred pieces of silver." And Delilah said unto Samson, 
" Tell me, I pray thee, wherein thy great strength lieth, and 
wherewith thou mightest be bound to afflict thee. "And 
Samson said unto her, "K they bind me with seven green 
withs that were never dried, then shall I be weak, and be as 
another man." Then the lords of the Philistines brought up 
to her seven green withs which had not been dried, and she 
bound him with them. Now there were men lying in wait, 
abiding with her in the chamber. And she said unto him, 
" The Philistines be upon thee, Samson." And he brake the 
withs, as a thread of tow is broken when it toucheth the fire. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



SAMSON. 103 

So liis strength was not known. And Delilah said nnto Sam- 
son, " Behold, thou hast mocked me, and told me lies : now 
tell me, I pray thee, wherewith thou mightest be bound." 
And he said unto her, " If they bind me fast with new ropes 
that never were occupied, then shall I be weak, and be as 
another man." Delilah therefore took new ropes, and bound 
him therewith, and said unto him, " The Philistines be upon 
thee, Samson." And there were liers in wait abiding in the 
chamber. And he break them from off his arms like a thread. 
And Delilah said unto Samson, " Hitherto thou hast mocked 
me and told me lies: tell me wherewith thou mightest be 
bound. And he said unto her, " If thou weavest the seven 
locks of my head with the web." And ishe fastened it with 
the pin, and said unto him, "The Philistines be upon thee, 
Samson." And he awaked out of his sleep, and went away 
with the pin of the beam, and with the web. And she said 
unto him, "How canst thou say, I love thee, when thine 
heart is not with me ? thou hast mocked me these three times, 
and hast not told me wherein thy great strength lieth. And 
it came to pass, when she pressed him daily with her words, 
and urged him so that his soul was vexed unto death ; that 
he told her all his heart, and said unto her, " There hath not 
come a razor upon mine head; for I have been a Nazarite 
unto God from my mother's womb : K I be shaven, then 
my strength will go from me, and I shall become weak, and 
be like any other man." And when Delilah saw that he had 
told her all his heart, she sent and called for the lords of the 
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Philistines saying, " Come up this once, for he hath showed 
me all his heart." Then the lords of the Philistines came up 
nnto her, and brought money in their hand. And she made him 
sleep upon her knees ; and she called for a man, and she caused 
him to shave off the seven locks of his head : and she began to 
afflict him, and his strength went from him. And she said, 
" The Philistines be upon thee, Samson." And he awoke out 
of his sleep, and said, " I will go out as at other times before, 
and shake myself." And he wist not that the Lord was departed 
from him. But the Philistines took him, and put out his eyes, 
and brought him down to Gaza, and bound him with fetters 
of brass ; and he did grind in the prison-house. 

Howbeit the hair of his head began to grow again after he 
was shaven. Then the lords of the Philistines gathered them 
together for to offer a great sacrifice unto Dagon their god, and 
to rejoice : for they said, " Our god hath delivered Samson, our 
enemy, into our hand." And when the people saw him, they 
praised their god : for they said, " Our god hath delivered into 
our hands our enemy, and the destroyer of our country, which 
slew many of us." And it came to pass when their hearts were 
merry, that they said, " Call for Samson, that he may make us 
sport." And they called for Samson out of the prison-house ; 
and he made them sport : and they set him between the pillars. 
And Samson said unto the lad that held him by the hand, 
" Suffer me, that I may feel the pillars whereupon the house 
standeth, that I may lean upon them." Now the house was full 
of men and women ; and all the lords of the Philistines were 



Digitized by 



Googk 



SAMSON. 105 

there ; and there were npon the roof about three thousand men 
and women, that beheld while Samson made sport. And Sam- 
son called unto the Lord, and said, " O Lord God, remember me, 
I pray thee, and strengthen me, I pray thee, only this once, O God, 
that I may be at once avenged of the Philistines for my two eyes." 
And Samson took hold of the two middle pillars upon which the 
house stood, and on which it was borne up, of the one with his 
right hand, and of the other with his left. And Samson said, 
" Let me die with the Philistines." And he bowed himself 
with all his might ; and the house fell upon the lords, and upon 
all the people that were therein. So the dead which he slew 
at his death were more than they which he slew in his life. Then 
his brethren and all the house of his father came down, and 
took him, and brought him up, and buried him in the burying- 
place of his father. 
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{From the Book o^Ruth.) 

Now a certain man went to sojourn in the country of Moab, 
he and his wife, and his two sons. And his wife's name was 
Naomi, and the man died there, and Naomi was left, and her 
two sons. And they took nnto them wives of the women of 
Moab ; and the name of the one was Orpah, and the name of 
the other Euth : and they dwelt there about ten years. And 
the sons of Naomi died also, both of them. 

Then she arose with her daughters-in-law to return unto the 
land of Judah. And her daughters-in-law went forth on the 
way with her. But Naomi said unto them, " Go, return each 
to her mother's house : the Lord deal kindly with you, as ye 
have dealt with the dead and with me." Then she kissed 
them ; and they lifted up their voice and wept. And they said 
unto her, " Surely we will return with thee unto thy people." 
And they lifted up their voice and wept again. 

And Orpah kissed her mother-in-law ; but Ruth clave unto 
her. And Naomi said, " Behold, thy sister-in-law is gone back 
unto her people, and unto her gods : return thou after thy sister- 
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in-law." And Euth said, " Intreat me not to leave thee, or to 
return from following after thee : for whither thou goest, I will 
go ; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge : thy people shall be 
my people, and thy God my God : where thou diest, will I die, 
and there will I be buried : the Lord do so to me, and more 
also, if aught but death part thee and me." When she saw 
that she was steadfastly minded to go with her, then she left 
speaking unto her. So they went on their way together towards 
Bethlehem. And they came unto Bethlehem in the beginning 
of the barley-harvest. 

And Euth said unto Naomi, " Let me now go to the fields 
and glean ears of com." And she said, " Go, my daughter." 
And she went and gleaned in the field after the reapers ; and 
her hap was to light on a part of the field which belonged unto 
Boaz. Now Boaz was a kinsman of the husband of Naomi, 
and he was a mighty man of wealth. And Boaz said unto his 
servant that was set over the reapers, " Whose damsel is this ? " 
And he answered and said, " It is the damsel that came back 
with Naomi out of the country of Moab. And she said unto 
me, ' I pray you let me glean and gather among the sheaves.' 
So she came, and hath continued even from the morning until now, 
that she tarried a little in the house." Then said Boaz unto 
Euth, " Hearest thou not, my daughter? Go not to glean in an- 
other field, neither go from hence, but abide here fast by my 
maidens : let thine eyes be on the field that they do reap, and 
go thou after them : have I not charged the young men that 
they shall not touch thee ? and when thou art athirst, go unto 
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the vessels, and drink of that which the yonng men have 
drawn." Then she fell on her face, and bowed herself to the 
ground, and said unto him, " Why have I found grace in thine 
eyes, that thou shouldest take knowledge of me, seeing I am a 
stranger ? " And Boaz answered and said unto her, '' It hath 
fully been showed me, all that thou hast done unto thy mother- 
in-law, since the death of thine husband : and how thou hast left 
thy father and thy mother, and the land of thy nativity, and art 
come unto a people which thou knewest not heretofore. The 
Lord recompense thy work, and a full reward be given thee of 
the Lord God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to 
trust." Then she said, " Let me find favor in thy sight, my 
lord ; for that thou hast comforted me, and for that thou hast 
spoken friendly unto thine handmaid, though I be not like unto 
one of thine handmaidens." And Boaz said unto her, " At 
meal-time come thou hither, and eat of the bread, and dip thy 
morsel in the vinegar." And she sat beside the reapers : and 
he reached her parched com, and she did eat, and was suflSced, 
and left. And when she was risen up to glean, Boaz commanded 
his young men, saying, " Let her glean even among the sheaves, 
and reproach her not : and let fall also some of the handfuls of 
purpose for her, and leave them, that she may glean them, and 
rebuke her not." So she gleaned in the field until even, and 
beat out that she had gleaned : and it was about an ephah of 
barley. 

And she took it up, and went into the city : and her mother- 
in-law saw what she had gleaned : and her mother-in-law said 
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unto her, "Where hast thou gleaned to-day? and where 
wroughtest thou ? Blessed be he that did take knowledge of 
thee." And she showed her mother-in-law with whom she had 
wrought, and said, "The man's name with whom I wrought 
to-day is Boaz." And Naomi said nnto her daughter-in-law, 
" Blessed be he of the Lord, who hath not left off his kindness 
to the living and to the dead." And Noami said unto her, 
" The man is near of kin unto us, one of our next kinsmen." 
And Ruth the Moabitess said, " He said unto me also, ' Thou 
shalt keep fast by my young men, until they have ended all my 
harvest." And Naomi said nnto Ruth her daughter-in-law, " It 
is good, my daughter, that thou go out with his maidens, that 
they meet thee not in any other field." So she kept fast by the 
maidens of Boaz to glean unto the end of barley harvest and of 
wheat harvest ; and dwelt with her mother-in-law. 

And Ruth fonnd favor in the eyes of Boaz, and he took her 
tx) wife, and the Lord gave unto her a son, and Naomi took the 
child and laid it in her bosom, and became nnrse unto it. And 
they called the child Obed ; and he was the father of Jesse, the 
father of David. 
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{Frofn the 1«^, 2 J, and Zd Chapters of 1 Samuel.) 

There was a woman whose name was Hannah, who went 
up to the temple to worship. Now Hannah had no children ; 
and she prayed, and said, " O Lord of Hosts, if thou wilt indeed 
look upon my affliction, and remember me, and not forget my 
affliction, but wilt give to me a son, then will I give him unto 
the Lord all the days of his life." 

Now Hannah, she spake in her heart ; only her lips moved, 
but her voice was not heard. And Eli the priest sat upon a seat 
by a post of the temple ; and when he saw Hannah, and saw 
her lips move, but heard no voice, he thought that she had 
been drunken. And he said unto her, " How long wilt thou 
be drunken ? Put away thy wine from thee I " 

And Hannah answered, "No, my lord, I am a woman of 
a sorrowful spirit. I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, 
^^et have I poured out my soul before the Lord, and out of the 
abundance of my grief have I spoken." 

And Eli said, " Go in peace, and the Lord grant thee thy 
prayer that thou hast asked of him." 
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So Hannah, when she heard those words went mwaj ; and 
she was no more sad. 

And the Lord remembered Hsamah, and gave imto her a 
son. And she called him Samuel. 

And when the time had come that the child might be sepa- 
rated from his mother, she took him up to the temple ; and she 
said unto Eli, the priest, " Oh, my lord, I am the woman who 
stood by thee here praying unto the Lord ; for this child I 
prayed, and the Lord hath given me my petition, which I asked 
of him. Therefore I have lent the child unto the Lord : as long 
as he liveth shall he be lent unto the Lord." 

So Samuel ministered unto the Lord before Eli the priest. 
And every year his mother made him a little coat, and brought 
it to him when she came up to the temple to oflfer the yearly 
sacrifice. And the child Samuel grew, and was in favor with 
the Lord, and with men. 

Now the sons of Eli did wickedly, and Eli restrained them 
not. And it came to pass, at the time when Eli was laid down 
in his place, and his eyes began to grow dim, that he could 
not see, and ere the lamp of God had gone out in the temple 
of the Lord, where the ark of the Lord was, and Samuel was 
laid down to sleep, that the Lord called Samuel, " Samuel / " 

And Samuel answered, " Here am I ; " and arose and ran to 
Eli, and said, " Here am I, for thou calledst me." 

And Eli said, " I called thee not ; lie down again." And 
the child went and lay down. 

And the Lord called yet again, " Sam/uel / " 



Digitized by 



Googk 



112 LITTLE SAMUEL. 

And Samuel arose, and went to Eli, and said, " Here am 1, 
for thou didst call me." 

And lie answered, " I called not, my son ; lie down again." 

Now Samuel knew not that it was the Lord. And the Lord 
called Samuel again the third time. And he arose and went to 
Eli, and said, " Here am I, for thou didst call me." And Eli 
perceived that the Lord had called the child. Therefore Eli 
said to Samuel, " Go, lie down ; and it shall be, if he call thee, 
thou shalt say, ' Speak, Lord ; for thy servant heareth.' " 

So Samuel went and lay down in his place. And the Lord 
called as at other times, " Samuel ! Samuel ! " 

Then Samuel answered, " Speak, Lord ; for thy servant 
heareth." 

And the Lord said to Samuel, " Beheld^ IwUl do a thing 
in Israsl^at which hoth the ears of every one that heareth it 
shall tingle. Because the sons of Eli ha/ve done wickedly^ a/nd 
EU hath rest/rained them not^ therefore the iniquity of EWs 
house shaU not he pu/rged with sacrifice nor with offermg for- 
ever.^^ 

And Samuel lay quiet until the morning, and opened the 
doors of the house of the Lord. And Samuel feared to show 
Eli the vision. And Eli called Samuel, and said, " Samuel, my 
son." 

And he answered, " Here am I." 

And he said, " What is the thing that the Lord hath said 
unto thee ? I pray thee hide it not from me." 

And Samuel told him every whit, and hid nothing from him. 
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And Eli said, " It is the Lord ; let him do what seemeth 
liiin good." 

And Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him, and did let 
none of his words fall to the ground. And all Israel, from 
Dan even to Beersheba, knew that Samuel was established to 
be a prophet of the Lord. 
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{JFVam the 19/7* Chapter of 1 Samuel.) 

Now the Philistines gathered together their armies to battle. 
And Saul, King of Israel, and all the men of Israel, were gath- 
ered together, and set the battle in array against the Philistines. 
And the Philistines stood on a mountain on the one side, and 
Israel stood on a moimtain on the other side : and there was a 
valley between them. And there went out a champion out of 
the camp of the Philistines, named Goliath, of Gath, whose 
height was six cubits and a span. And he had an* helmet of 
brass upon his head, and he was armed with a coat of mail ; and 
the weight of the coat was five thousand shekels of brass. And 
he had greaves of brass upon his legs, and a target of brass 
between his shoulders. And the staff of his spear was like a 
weaver's beam; and his spear's head weighed six hundred 
shekels of iron : and one bearing a shield went before him. 
And he stood and cried unto the armies of Israel, and said unto 
them, " Why are ye come out to set your battle in array ? am 
I not a Philistine, and ye servants to Saul ? choose you a man 
for you, and let him come down to me. If he be able to fight 
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with me, and to kill me, then will we be your servants : but if 
I prevail against him, then shall ye be our servants, and serve 
us." And the Philistine said, " I defy the armies of Israel this 
day ; give me a man that we may fight together." When Saul 
and all Israel heard those words of the Philistine, they were 
dismayed, and greatly afraid. 

Now David was the son of Jesse. Jesse had eight sons, and 
David was the youngest ; and the three eldest followed Saul, the 
King, to the battle. But David fed his father's sheep in Beth- 
lehem. 

Jesse said unto David his son, " Take now for thy brethren 
an ephali of this parched com, and these ten loaves, and run to 
the camp to thy brethren ; and carry these ten cheeses unto the 
captain of their thousand, and look how thy brethren fare. 

And David rose up early in the morning, and left the sheep 
with a keeper, and took, and went, as Jesse had commanded 
him ; and he came to the trench, as the host were going forth to 
the fight, and shouted for the battle. For Israel and the Phil- 
istines had put the battle in array, army against army. 

And David ran unto the army, and came and saluted his 
brethren. And as he talked with them, behold, there came up 
the champion, the Philistine of Gath, Goliath by name, out of 
the armies of the Philistines, and spake according to the same 
words : and David heard them. And all the men of Israel, 
when they saw the man, fled from him, and were sore afraid. 
And the men of Israel said, " Have ye seen this man that is 
come up ? surely to defy Israel is he come up : and it shall be, 
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that the man who killeth him, the king will enrich him with 
great riches, and will give him his daughter, and make his fa- 
ther's house free in Israel." And David spake unto the men that 
stood by him, saying, " Who is this Philistine, that he should 
defy the armies of the living God ? " 

And when the words were heard which David spake, they 
rehearsed them before Saul : and he sent for him. And David 
said to Saul, " Let no man's heart fail because of him ; thy ser- 
vant will go and fight with this Philistine." And Saul said to 
David, " Thou art not able to go against this Philistine to fight 
with him : for thou art but a youth, and he a man of war from 
his youth." And David said unto Saul, " Thy servant kept his 
father's sheep, and there came a lion and a bear, and took a 
lamb out of the flock : and I went out after him, and smote him, 
and delivered it out of his mouth : and when he arose against 
me, I caught him by his beard, and smote him, and slew him. 
Thy servant slew both the lion and the bear : and this Philistine 
shall be as one of them, seeing he hath defied the armies 
of the living God. The Lord that delivered me out of the paw 
of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, he will deliver me 
out of the hand of this Philistine." And Saul said unto David, 
" Go, and the Lord be with thee." And Saul armed David 
with his armor, and he put an helmet of brass upon his head ; 
also he armed him with a coat of mail. And David girded his 
sword upon his armor, and he assayed to go ; for he had not 
proved it. And David said imto Saul, " I cannot go with these ; 
for I have not proved them." And David put them off him. 
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And he took his staff in his hand, and chose him five smooth 
stones out of the brook, and put them in a shepherd's bag which 
he had, even in a scrip ; and his sling was in his hand : and he 
drew near to the Philistine. And the Philistine came on and 
drew near unto David ; and the man that bare the shield went 
before him. And when the Philistine looked about, and saw 
David, he disdained him : for he was but a youth, and ruddy, 
and of a fair contenance. And the Philistine said unto David, 
" Am I a dog, that thou comest to me with staves ? " And the 
Philistine cursed David by his gods. And the Philistine said 
to David, " Come to me, and I will give thy flesh unto the 
fowls of the air, and to the beasts of the field." Then said David 
to the Philistine, " Thou comest to me with a sword, and with 
a spear, and with a shield : but I come to thee in the name of 
the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou 
hast defied. This day will the Lord deliver thee into mine 
hand ; and I will smite thee, and take thine head from thee ; 
and I will give the carcasses of the host of the Philistines this 
day unto the fowls of the air, and to the wild beasts of the 
earth ; that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel. 
And all this assembly shall know that the Lord saveth not with 
sword and spear : for the battle is the Lord's, and he will give 
you into our hands." And it came to pass, when the Philistine 
arose, and came and drew nigh to meet David, that David 
hasted, and ran toward the army to meet the Philistine. And 
David put his hand in his bag, and took thence a stone, and 
slang it, and smote the Philistine in his forehead, that the stone 
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sunk into his forehead ; and he fell upon his face to the earth. 
So Dayid prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and with a 
stone, and smote the Philistine, and slew him ; but there was no 
sword in the hand of David. Therefore David ran, and stood 
upon the Philistine, and took his sword, and drew it out of the 
sheath thereof, and slew him, and cut off his head therewith. 
And when the Philistines saw their champion was dead, they 
fled. And the men of Israel and of Judah arose, and shouted, 
and pursued the Philistines. 

And the Philistines fell down by the way. And the children 
of Israel returned from chasing after the Philistines, and they 
spoiled their tents. And David took the head of the giant, 
Goliath of Gath, the Philistine, and brought it to Jerusalem. 
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(i?V<wt the 17th, ISth, I9th, 20th, 2Zd, 24th, 26*A, and Zlst Chapters of 1 Samuel.) 

And when Saul saw David go forth against the Philistine, 
the giant Goliath of Gath, he said unto Abner the captain of the 
host, " Abner, whose son is this youth ? " And Abner said, 
" As thy soul liveth, O king, I cannot tell." And the king 
said, " Inquire thou whose son the stripling is." And as David 
returned from the slaughter of the Philistine, Abner took him, 
and brought him before Saul, with the head of the Philistine in 
his hand. And Saul said unto him, " "Whose son art thou, thou 
young man ? " And David answered, " I am the son of thy 
servant Jesse the Beth-lehemite." And it came to pass, 
when he had made an end of speaking imto Saul, that the soul 
of Jonathan was knit with the soul of David, and Jonathan 
loved him as his own soul. And Saul took him that day and 
would not let him go no more home to his father's house. Then 
Jonathan and David made a covenant, because he loved him 
as his own soul. And Jonathan stripped himself of the robe 
that was upon him, and gave it to David, and his garments, 
even to his sword, and to his bow, and to his girdle. And 
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David went out whithersoever Saul sent hil^, and behaved him- 
self wisely : and Saul set him over the men of war, and he was 
accepted in the sight of all the people, and also in the sight of 
Saul's servants. And it came to pass as they came, when David 
was returned from the slaughter of the Philistine, that the 
women came out of all the cities of Israel, singing and dancing, 
to meet king Saul, with tabrets, with joy, and with instruments 
of music. And the women answered one another as they played, 
and said, Saul has slain his thousands, and David his ten thou- 
sands. And Saul was very wroth, and the saying displeased 
him ; and he said, " They have ascribed unto David ten thou- 
sands, and to me they have ascribed but thousands : and what 
can he have more but the kingdom ? " And Saul eyed David 
from that day and forward with envy. 

And Saul sought to kill David. But Jonathan loved David, 
and told him, saying, " Saul, my father, seeketh to kill thee; now 
therefore hide thyself, and I will plead with my father for thee." 
And Saul hearkened unto Jonathan and sware, " As the Lord 
liveth he shall not be slain." So Jonathan brought David again 
unto Saul, and he was in his presence as in time past. 

And there was war again : and David went out, and fought 
with the Philistines, and slew them with a great slaughter ; and 
they fled from him. And an evil spirit came upon Saul, as he sat 
in his house with his javelin in his hand : and David played with 
his hand. And Saul sought to smite David even to the wall with the 
javelin ; but he slipped away out of Saul's presence, and he smote 
the javelin into the wall : and David fled, and escaped that night. 
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And afterwards David came and said unto Jonathan, " What 
have I done ? and what is my sin that thy father should seek 
my life ? For truly now there is but a step between me and 
death ! " Then said Jonathan unto David, " Whatsoever thy 
soul desireth, I will even do it for thee." And David made a 
covenant with Jonathan, that he would show kindness unto him 
and unto his seed forever. 

And Jonathan loved David as his own soul. And Jonathan 
said, " To-morrow is the feast of the new moon, and thou wilt be 
missed because thy seat will be empty ; and after three days 
come thou and hide in the field, and I will go out and shoot 
arrows ; and if I say unto the lad the arrow is on this side, 
behold my father is not angry, and thou mayest come and fear 
not ; but if I say the arrows are beyond thee then thou must 
flee, and the Lord go with thee." 

And when the new moon was come, the king sat down to 
meat. And David's place was empty. And Saul said unto 
Jonathan his son, " Wherefore cometh not David to meat ? " 
And Jonathan answered Saul, " David earnestly asked leave of me 
to go to Beth-lehem ; and he said, ' Let me go I pray thee ; for our 
family hath a sacrifice in the city ; and my brother hath com- 
manded me to be there ;' therefore he cometh not to the king's 
table." Then Saul's anger was kindled against Jonathan, and he 
cast a javelin at him. But Jonathan arose from the table in 
anger, for he was grieved for David when he saw that Saul, his 
father, was determined to slay him. 

And it came to pass in the morning, that Jonathan went out 
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into the field at the tune appointed with David, and a little lad 
with him. And he said unto the lad, " Run and find the arrows 
which I shoot." And as the lad ran he shot an arrow over 
beyond him — and Jonathan called after the lad, " The arrow is 
beyond thee." And the lad gathered up the arrows and came 
to his master ; and Jonathan gave his bow and arrows unto his 
lad, and said unto him, " Go carry them to the city." And as 
soon as the lad was gone, David came out of his hiding-place. 
And Jonathan and David kissed one another and wept. And 
Jonathan said unto David " Go in peace, forasmuch as we have 
sworn both of us in the name of the Lord, saying, ' The Lord 
be between me and thee, and between my seed and thy seed, 
for ever.' " And he arose and departed : and Jonathan went 
into the city. 

And David abode in the wilderness ; and Saul sought him 
every day, but God delivered him not into his hand. And 
Jonathan, Saul's son, arose, and went to David into the wood, 
and strengthened his hand in God. And he said unto him, 
" Fear not ; for the hand of Saul my father shall not find thee ; 
and thou shalt be king over Israel, and I shall be next unto 
thee ; and that also Said my father knoweth." And they two 
made a covenant before the Lord : and David abode in the 
wood, and Jonathan went to his own house. 

And it came to pass that on a day while Saul was seeking 
David, that Saul was weary and went into a cave and fell 
asleep. Now David and his men were hid in the cave ; and 
they said unto David, " Behold now hath the Lord delivered 
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thine enemy into thy hand." But David said, " The Lord forbid 
that I should stretch forth my hand against my master, the Lord's 
anointed ! " So David suffered them not to rise against Saul ; 
but he cut off the skirt of Saul's robe. And when Saul arose 
and went on his way, David arose afterward, and went out of 
the cave and cried after Saul, saying, " My lord, the king ! " 
And when Saul looked behind him, David stooped with his 
face to the earth and bowed himself. And David said unto Saul, 
" Wherefore hearest thou men's words, saying : ' Behold, David 
seeketh thy hurt?' Behold, this day thou wert delivered into my 
hand in the cave ; and some bade me kill thee ; but I spared 
thee. And I said, " I will not put forth my hand against my 
lord, for he is the Lord's anointed. Moreover, my father, see 
the skirt of thy robe in my hand ; I cut off the skirt of thy 
robe, and kiUed thee not ; therefore, know thou that there is no 
evil in my hand, and I have not sinned against thee ; and yet 
thou himtest my soul to take it" 

And it came to pass, when David had made an end of speak- 
ing these words unto Saul, that Saul said, " Isthis thy voice, my 
son David ? " And Saul lifted up his voice, and wept. And he 
said to David, " Thou art more righteous than I : for thou hast 
rewarded me good, whereas I have rewarded thee evil. And 
thou hast showed this day how that thou hast dealt well with 
me : forasmuch as when the Lord had delivered me into thine 
hand, thou killedst me not. The Lord reward thee good for that 
thou hast done this day ; " and Saul went home, and David re- 
turned to the cave. 
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And after a time, Saul arose, having three thousand chosen 
men with him, and went again to seek David. And when Sanl 
had pitched his camp by the way, David came secretly and 
took away Saul's spear, and a cruse of water that stood by Saul's 
bolster while he slept. Then David went and stood on a hill-top 
afar off, and cried and said, " Where now is the king's spear and 
the cruse of water that was by his bolster ? " And Saul heard 
the voice and said, " Is that thy voice, my son David ? " And 
David said, " It is my voice ; my lord ! oh, king I Wherefore 
doth my lord pursue thy servant ? for what have I done ? Then 
said Saul, " I have sinned 1 Eetum, my son David : for I will 
no more do thee harm, because my soul was precious in thine 
eyes this day : behold, I have played the fool and have erred 
exceedingly. And David answered and said, " Behold the king's 
spear I and let one of the young men come over and fetch it." 
So David went on his way and Saul returned to his place. 

And it came to pass that the Philistines fought against Israel. 
Jonathan was slain in the battle, and the battle also went sore 
against Saul and the archers hit him ; and he was sore wounded. 
Then he said unto his armor-bearer, " Draw thy sword and thrust 
me through, lest the Philistines faU upon me and slay me." But 
his armor-bearer would not, for he was afraid. Therefore Saul 
took a sword and feU upon it ; and when his armor-bearer saw 
that Saul was dead, he fell likewise on his sword, and died with 
him. So Saul died, and his sons, and his armor-bearer, and 
all his men. 
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And when they told David that Saul and Jonathan were both 
slain, he lamented over them, saying : 

*' Saul and Jonathan were lovelj and pleasant in their lives, 
And in death thej were not divided. 
They were swifter than eagles, 
They were stronger than lions. 

" From the blood of the slain, 
From the fat of the mighty. 
The bow of Jonathan turned not back. 
And the sword of Saul returned not empty. 

** Oh, Jonathan, thou wast slain in thine high places ! 
I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan. 
Very pleasant hast thou been to me — 
Thy love to me was wonderful, passing the Love of women. 

" How are the mighty fallen. 
And the weapons of war perished." 
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C|£ ^tor| of gibsalom. 

(From the Uth^ Uth^ Uth, 11th, and I8th Chapters of 2 Samuel.) 

In all Israel, there was none so mncli praised for his beauty 
as Absalom the Son of David, the King ; from the sole of his 
foot, even to the crown of his head, there was no blemish in 
him ; and when he cut off his hair, at ev-ery year's end, because 
it was heavy upon him, the hair of his head weighed two hun- 
dred shekels after the king's weight. 

And it came to pass that Absalom wished to make himself 
king, in the place of his father David. And Absalom prepared 
him chariots and horses, and fifty men to run before him. And he 
stood in the gate, and when any one passed for to go to the 
king for judgment, Absalom called unto him and said, " There 
is no one deputed of the king to hear thee ! Oh, that I were 
King, that every man which had any suit or cause would come 
unto me, and I would do him justice." And when any man came 
nigh unto him, to do him obeisance, he put forth his hand, and 
took him, and kissed him. So Absalom stole the hearts of the 
men of Israel. And he sent spies throughout all the tribes of 
Israel, saying : " As soon as ye hear the sound of the trumpet, 
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ye shall say, ' Absalom reigneth in Hebron.' " And the con- 
spiracy was strong ; for the people increased continually with 
Absalom. 

And then came a messenger unto David, saying : " The 
hearts of the men of Israel are with Absalom." And David said 
unto all his servants that were with him at Jerusalem, " Arise : 
let us flee I for else we shall not escape from Absalom." 

And David went up by the ascent of Mount Olivet, and wept 
as he went up, and had his head covered, and he went barefoot. 
And all the people that were with him covered every man his 
head, and they went up, weeping as they went up. 

And there came forth a man whose name was Shimei ; and 
cursed as he came. And he cast stones at king David, and 
at all the servants of king David. And one of the servants said 
unto the king, " Why should this dead dog curse my lord, the 
king ? Let me go over I pray thee and take off his head ? " 
And the king said : " Let him curse ; behold, my son, even 
mine own son, seeketh my life ; how much more may this Ben- 
jamite do it ? Let him alone ; and let him curse. It may be 
that the Lord will requite me good for his cursing this day." 
And as David and his men went by the way, Shimei went along 
on the hill-side over against him, and cursed as he went, and 
threw stones at him, and cast dust. 

And Absalom and all the people that were with him came 
to Jerusalem. 

And David arose, and all the people that were with him, and 
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passed over Jordan : by the moming light there was not one of 
them that was not gone over Jordan. 

Then Absalom passed over Jordan also, he and all the men 
of Israel with him, to fight against David. 

Then David numbered the people that were with him, and 
sent them forth, under the hand of Joab and Abisbai, his cap- 
tains. And the king stood by the gate side, and all the people 
came out by hundreds and by thousands. And the King com- 
manded his captains, saying : " Deal gently for my sake with 
the young man, even with Absalom." And all the people heard 
when the King gave all the captains charge concerning Absa- 
lom. So the people went out unto the battle ; and the battle 
was in the wood of Ephraim. And there was a great slaughter 
that day. And Absalom met the servants of David. And 
Absalom rode upon a mule, and the mule went under the thick 
boughs of a great oak, and his head caught hold of the oak, and 
he was taken up between the heaven and the earth ; and the 
mule that was under him went away. And a certain man saw 
it, and told Joab, and said, " Behold, I saw Absalom hanged in 
an oak." And Joab said unto the man that told him, " And, 
behold, thou sawest him, and why didst thou not smite him there 
to the ground ? and I would have given thee ten shekels of 
silver and a girdle." And the man said unto Joab, " Though I 
should receive a thousand shekels of silver in my hand, yet 
would I not put forth mine hand against the king's son ; for in 
our hearing the king charged thee, ' Beware that none touch the * 
young man Absalom.' " Then said Joab, " I may not thus tarry ; " 
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and he took three darts in his hand, and thrust them through the 
heart of Absalom while he was yet alive in the midst of the oak ; 
and the young men that bare Joab's armor compassed about 
and smote Absalom and slew him. And Joab blew the trumpet, 
and the people returned from pursuing after the army of Ab- 
salom. And they took Absalom and east him into a great pit 
into the wood, and laid a very great heap of stones upon him : 
and all his army fled. 

And David sat between the two gates ; and the watchman 
went up to the roof over the gate and lifted up his eyes, and 
looked, and behold, la man running alone ; and the watchman cried 
and told the king ; and the king said, " If he be alone there is 
tidings in his mouth. And the watchman saw another man 
running ; and the watchman called unto the porter, and said, 
" Behold, another man running alone I " 

And the loremost, when he drew near, called and said unto 
theking, "AUisweUI" 

And he fell down on his face before the king, and said, 
" Blessed be the Lord thy God which hath delivered up the 
men that lifted up their hand against my lord the king ! " 

And the king said, " Is Absalom safe ? " 

And the messenger answered " When Joab sent thy servant, I 
saw a great tumult, but I knew not what it was." 

And the king said, " Turn aside and stand here ; '' and he 
turned aside and stood still. 

And behold the second messenger came and said, " Tidings, 
10 
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my lord the king ; for the Lord hath avenged thee this day of 
all them that rose up against thee." 

And the king said, " Is the young man Absalom safe ? " 
And he answered, " The enemies of my lord, the king, and 
all that rise against thee to do thee hurt, be as that young man 
is." And the king was much moved, and went up to the cham- 
ber over the gate, and wept : and as he went, thus he said, " O 
my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom I would God I had 
died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my son 1 " 

And the victory that day was turned into mourning unto 
all the people : for the people heard say that day liow the king 
was grieved for his son. And the people gat them by stealth 
that day into the city, as people being ashamed steal away when 
they flee in battle. But lie king covered his face, and cried 
with a loud voice, " my son Absalom I Absalom, my son, 
my son 1 " 
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C|^ ^toxi of t|e Wib^m of ^olomott, 

{From the 8rf Copter of 1 Kings.) 

Solomon loved the Lord. And the Lord appeared to Solo^ 
mon in a dream by night, and said, " Ask what I shall give 
thee." And Solomon said, " Give unto thy servant an under- 
standing heart, that I may discern between good and bad." And 
the speech pleased the Lord, And God said unto him, " Be-» 
cause thou hast asked this thing, and hast not asked for thyself 
long life : neither hast asked riches for thyself, nor hast asked the 
life of thine enemies ; but hast asked for thyself understanding to 
discern judgment ; behold, I have done according to thy words : 
lo, I have given thee a wise and an understanding heart ; so that 
there was none like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any 
arise like unto thee. And I have alfio given thee that which 
thou hast not asked, both riches and honor : so that there shall 
not be any among the kings like unto thee all thy days. 

There came two women to king Solomon, and stood before 
him. And one woman said, " O my Lord, I and this woman 
dwell in one house together ; and there was no one save we 
two in the house ; and this woman-'s child died in the night, 
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because she overlaid it. And she arose at midnight, and took 
my son from beside me, while thine handmaid slept, and laid it 
in her bosom, and laid her dead child in my bosom. And when 
I arose in the morning to give my child suck, behold, it was 
dead : but when I had considered it in the morning, behold, it 
was not my son." And the other woman said, " Nay : but the 
living is my son, and the dead is thy son." And this said, " No ; 
but the dead is thy son, and the living is my son." Thus they 
spake before the king. Then said the king, " The one saith, 'This 
is my son that liveth, and thy son is the dead : ' and the other saith, 
' Nay, but thy son is the dead, and my son is the living.' " And 
the king said, " Bring me a sword." And they brought a sword 
before the king. And the king said, " Divide the living child 
into two, and give half to the one, and half to the other." Then 
spake the woman whose the living child was unto the king, for 
she loved her son, and she said, " O my lord, give her the living 
child, and in no wise slay it." But the other said, " Let it be 
neither mine nor thme, but divide it." Then the king answered 
and said, " Give the living child to the woman who said, ' In 
no wise slay it : ' she is the mother thereof." And all Israel feared 
the king ; for they saw that the wisdom of God was in him. 
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{From the llth Chapter of 1 Kings.) 

Now there was a famine in the land ; and the Lord said nnto 
Elijah, the prophet, " Go and hide thyself by the brook that is 
before Jordan. And thou shalt drink of the brook ; and I have 
commanded the ravens to feed thee there. So Elij ah went, and did 
according to the word of the Lord : for he went and dwelt by the 
brook ; and the ravens brought him bread and flesh in the morning, 
and bread and flesh in the evening ; and he drank of the brook. 

And it came to pass after a while that the brook dried np, 
because there was no rain in the land. And the word of the 
Lord came unto him saying, " Arise ; get thee to Zarephath, 
which belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there : behold, I have com- 
manded a widow woman there to sustain thee." So he arose 
and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the 
city, behold, the widow woman was there gathering of sticks : 
and he called to her, and said, " Fetch me, I pray thee, a little 
water in a vessel, that I may drink." And as she was going to 
fetch it, he called to her, and said, " Bring me, I pray thee, 
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' a morsel of bread in thine hand." And she said, " As the Lord 
thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but an handful of meal in a 
barrel, and a little oil in a cruse : and, behold, I am gathering 
two sticks, that I may go in, and dress it for me and my son, 
that we may eat it and die." And Elijah said unto her, " Fear 
not ; go and do as thou hast said : but make me thereof a little 
cake first, and bring it unto me, and after make for thee and for thy 
son. For thus saith the Lord God of Israel, The barrel of meal 
shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day 
that the Lord sendeth rain upon the earth." And she went and 
did according to the saying of Elijah : and she, and he, and her 
house, did eat many days. And the barrel of meal wasted not, 
neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to the word of the 
Lord, which he spake by Elijah. 

And it came to pass after these things, that the son of the 
woman, the mistress of the house, fell sick ; and his sickness 
was so sore, that there was no breath left in him. And she said 
unto Elijah, " What have I to do with thee, O thou man of 
God ? art thou come onto me to call my sin to remembrance, 
and to slay my son ? " And he said unto her, " Give me thy 
son." And he took him out of her bosom, and carried him up 
into a loft, where he abode, and laid him upon his own bed. 
And he cried unto the Lord, and said, " O Lord my God, hast 
thou also brought evil upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by 
slaying her son ? " And he stretched himself upon the child three 
times, and cried unto the Lord, and said, " O Lord my God, I 
pray thee, let this child's soul come into him again." And the 
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Lord heard tlie voice of Elijah ; and the soul of the child came^ 
into him again, and he revived. And Elijah took the child, and ? 
brought him down out of the chamber into the house, and deliv- 
ered him unto his mother : and Elijah said, " See, thy son liveth." 
And the woman said to Elijah, " Now by this I know that thou 
art a man of God, and that the word of the Lord in thy mouth ^ 
is truth. 
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of Jin 

(jFVww the 2d Chapter of 2 Kings.) 

And it came to pass, when the Lord would take up EUjah 
into heaven by a whirlwind, that Elijah and Elisha went forth 
together. 

And twice as they went by the way, Elijah said unto Elisha, 
" Tarry here I pray thee while I go whither the Lord hath sent 
me." But Elisha would not leave Elijah : and twice the sons of 
the prophets came forth and said unto Elisha, " Ejiowest thou 
that the Lord will take away thy master from thee to day ? " 
And he said, " Tea, I know it ; hold your peace." 

And again a third time, Elijah said, "Elisha, tarry here, I 
pray thee, for the Lord hath sent me to Jordan." But Elisha 
said, " As the Lord liveth, and as my soul liveth, I will not 
leave thee." And they two went on. And fifty of the sons of 
the prophets went and stood to view afar off. 

And they two stood by Jordan. And Elijah took his mantle 
and wrapped it together and smote the waters and they were 
divided hither and thither so that they two went over on dry 
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ground. And it came to pass, when they were gone over, 
that Elijah said unto Elisha, "Ask what I shall do for 
thee before I be taken away from thee ; " and Elisha said, 
" I pray thee let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me." 
And Elisha said, " Thou hast asked a hard thing ; nevertheless 
if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto 
thee ; but if not it shall not be so." And it came to pass as they 
still went on, and talked, that behold, there appeared a chariot 
of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder ; and 
Elijah went up in a whirlwind into heaven. And Elisha saw 
it and he cried, " My father, my father, the chariot of Israel, 
and the horsemen thereof ! " And he saw him no more ; and 
he took hold of his own clothes and rent them in two pieces. 
He took up also the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and 
smote the waters and said, " Where is the Lord God of 
Elijah ? " And when he also had smitten the waters, they 
parted hither and thither ; and Elisha went over. And when the 
sons of the prophets saw it, they said, " The spirit of Elijah 
doth rest on Elisha." And they came to meet him and bowed 
themselves to the ground before him. 
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(J^hm the 4th Chapter of 2 Kings.) 

Now there cried unto Elislia a certain woman, saying, " My 
husband is dead, and his creditor is come to take my two sons 
to be bondsmen." And Elisha said unto her, "What shall I do 
for you ? What hast thou in the house ? " And she said, 
" Nothing but a pot of oil." Then he said unto her, " Go, borrow 
vessels of thy neighbors, and when thou art come in thine 
house, shut the door and pour out into all the vessels and set 
aside those which are full." 

So she went from him, and shut the door upon her and her 
sons who brought the vessels unto her ; and she poured out. 
And it came to pass when the vessels were full that she said 
unto her son " Bring me yet a vessel." And he said unto her, 
" There is not a vessel in the house more." And the oil stayed. 

Then she came and told the man of God. And he said, 
" Go, sell the oil, and pay thy debt, and live thou and thy chil- 
dren on the rest." 
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(From the 4th Chapter of 2 Kings.) 

And it fell on a day, that Elisha passed to Shunem, where 
was a great woman ; and she constrained him to eat bread. And 
so it was, that as oft as he passed by, he turned in thither to 
eat bread. And she said unto her husband, " Behold, now, I 
perceive that this is an holy man of God, which passeth by us 
continually. Let us make a little chamber, I pray thee, on the 
wall ; and let us set for him there a bed, and a table, and a stool, 
and a candlestick : And it shall be, when he cometh to us that he 
shall turn in thither." And it fell on a day, that he came thither, 
and he turned into the chamber and lay there. And he said to 
Gehazi his servant, " Call this Shunammite." And when he had 
called her, she stood before him. And he said unto him, " Say 
now unto her, Behold, thou hast been careful for us with all this 
care ; what is to be done for thee ? " 

But she asked for nothing : And Gehazi, Elisha's servant, 
said, " She has no child." 

Then Elisha promised her a son from the Lord. 

And it came to pass as Elisha had said. And when the 
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child was grown, it fell on a day that he went out to his father 
to the reapers. And he said unto his father, " My head, my 
head." And he said to a lad, " Carry him to his mother." 
And when he had taken him, and brought him to his mother, 
he sat on her knees till noon, and then died. And she went 
up, and laid him on the bed of the man of God, and shut the 
door upon him, and went out. And she saddled an ass, and said 
to her servant, " Drive, and go forward ; slack not thy riding 
for me, except I bid thee." So she went and came unto the man 
of God to mount Carmel. And it came to pass that when the 
man of God saw her afar off, that he said to Gehazi his servant, 
" Behold, yonder is that Shunammite : run now, I pray thee, to 
meet her, and say unto her, " Is it well with thee? is it well with 
thy husband ? is it well with the child ? " And she answered, 
" It is well." And when she came to the man of God to the hill, 
she caught him by the feet : but Gehazi came near to thrust 
her away. And the man of God said, " Let her alone ; for her 
soul is vexed within her : and the Lord hath hid it from me, 
and hath not told me." Then she said, " Did I desire a son of 
my lord ? did I not say. Do not deceive me ? " Then he said to 
Gehazi, " Gird up thy lions, and take my staff in thine hand, and 
go thy way : if thou me6t any man, salute him not ; and if any 
salute thee, answer him not again : and lay my staff upon the 
face of the child." And the mother of the child said, " As the 
Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee." And 
he arose and followed her. And Gehazi passed on before them, 
^nd laid the staff upon the face of the child ; but there was 
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neither voice nor hearing. Wherefore he went again to meet 
him, and told him, saying, " The child is not awaked." And 
when Elisha was come into the house, behold, the child was 
dead, and laid upon his bed. He went in therefore, and shut 
the door upon them twain, and prayed unto the Lord. And he 
went up, and lay upon the child, and put his mouth upon his 
mouth, and his eyes upon his eyes, and his hands upon his 
hands ; and he stretched himself upon the child ; and the flesh of 
the child waxed warm. Then he returned, and walked in the 
house to and fro ; and went up, and stretched himself upon 
him : and the child sneezed seven times, and the child opened 
his eyes. And he called Gehazi, and said, " Call this Shunam- 
mite." So he called her. And when she was come in unto 
him, he said, " Take up thy son." Then she went in, and fell at 
his feet, and bowed herself to the ground, and took up her son, 
and went out. 
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{From the 6th Chapter of 2 Kings.) 

Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great 
man with his master, and honorable. He was also a mighty 
man of valor, but he was a leper. 

And the Syrians had brought away captive out of the land of 
Israel a little maid ; and she waited on Naaman's wife. And she 
said unto her mistress, " Would God my lord were with the pro- 
phet that is in Samaria ; for he would recover him of his leprosy." 
And one went in and told his lord the words of the little maid. 
So the king of Syria said, " I will send Naaman with a letter 
unto the king of Israel." And he departed and took with him 
ten talents of silver, and six thousand pieces of gold, and ten 
changes of raiment, and brought the letter unto the king of Israel. 
Now these words were in the letter, " Behold, I have sent Naa- 
man my servant unto thee, that thou mayest recover him of 
his leprosy." 

And it came to pass when the king of Israel had read the 
letter, that he rent his clothes, and said, " Am I God, to kill 
and to make alive, that this man doth send unto me to re- 
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cover a man of his leprosy ? wherefore consider, I pray yon, 
and see how he seeketh a quarrel against me." And it was 
so, when Elisha the man of God had heard that the king of 
Israel had rent his clothes, that he sent to the king, saying, 
" Wherefore hast thon rent thy clothes ! let him come now to 
me, and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel." So 
Naaman came with his horses and with his chariot, and stood at 
the door of the honse of Elisha. And Elisha sent a messenger 
unto him, saying, " Go and wash in Jordan seven times, and 
thy flesh shall come, again to thee, and thou shalt be clean." 
But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said, " Behold, 
I thought. He will surely come out to me, and stand, and call 
on the name of the Lord his God, and strike his hand over 
the place, and recover the leper. Are not Abana and Phar- 
par, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel ? 
may I not wash in them, and be clean ? " So he turned and 
went away in a rage. And his servants came near, and spake 
unto him, and said, " My father, if the prophet had bid thee 
do some great thing, wouldest thou not have done it ? how 
much rather then, when he saith to thee, 'Wash, and be 
clean?'" Then went he down, and dipped himself seven 
times in Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God : 
and his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child, 
and he was clean. And he returned to the man of God, he 
and all his company, and came, and stood before him : and 
he said, " Behold, now I know that there is no God in all the 
earth, but in Israel: now therefore, I pray thee, take a 
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blessing of thy servant." But lie said, " As the Lord liveth, 
before whom I stand, I will receive none." And he urged 
him to take it ; but he refused. And Naaman said, " Shall 
there not then, I pray thee, be given to thy servant two 
mules' burden of earth ? for thy servant will henceforth oflfer 
neither burnt-offering nor sacrifice unto other gods, but unto 
the Lord. In this thing the Lord pardon thy servant, 
that when my master goeth into the house of Rimmon to 
worship there, and he leaneth on my hand, and I bow my- 
self in the house of Eimmon ; when I bow down myself in 
the house of Rimmon, the Lord pardon thy servant in this 
thing." And he said unto him, " Go in peace." So he de- 
parted from him a little way. 

But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of God, said, 
" Behold, my master hath spared Naaman this Syrian, in not 
receiving at his hands that which he brought: but, as the 
Lord liveth, I will run after him, and take somewhat of 
him." So Gehazi followed after Naaman. And when Naa- 
man saw him running after him, he lighted down from the 
chariot to meet him, and said, " Is all well ? " And he said, 
"All is well. My master hath sent me, saying, 'Behold, 
even now there be come to me from mount Ephraim two 
young men of the sons of the prophets : give them, I pray 
thee, a talent of silver, and two changes of garments.' " And 
Naaman said, " Be content, take two talents." And he 
urged him, and bound two talents of silver in two bags, with 
two changes of garments, and laid them upon two of his ser- 
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vants ; and they bare them before him. And when he came 
to the tower, he took them from their hand, and bestowed 
them in the honse : and he let the men go, and they departed. 
But he went in, and stood before his masted. And Elisha 
said unto him, "Whence comest thou, Gehazi?" And he 
said, "Thy servant went no whither." And he said unto 
him, " Went not mine heart with thee, when the man turned 
again from his chariot to meet thee ? Is it a time to receive 
money, and to receive garments, and olive-yards, and vine- 
yards, and sheep, and oxen, and men-servants, and maid- 
servants? The leprosy therefore of Naaman shall cleave 
unto thee, and unto thy seed for ever." And he went out 
from his presence a leper as white as snow. 
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{From the 6th Chapter of 2 Kings.) 

And the sons of the prophets said unto Elisha, " Behold 
now, the place where we dwell with thee is too strait for ns. 
Let lis go, we pray thee, nnto Jordan, and take thence every 
man a beam, and let us make us a place there, where we 
may dwell." And he answered, "Go ye." And one said, 
" Be content, I pray thee, and go with thy servants." And 
he answered, "I will go." So he went with them. And 
when they came to Jordan, they cut down wood. But as 
one was felling a beam, the axe-head fell into the water : and 
he cried and said, ."Alas, master I for it was borrowed." 
And the man of God said, " Where fell it ? " and he showed 
him the place. And he cut down a stick, and cast it in 
thither ; and the iron did swim. Therefore said he, " Take 
it up to thee." And he put out his hand, and took it. 
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(JFVom the Qth and 7th Chapters of 2 Kings.) 

It came to pass that the king of Syria with all his host 
besieged Samaria. And there was great famine in Samaria ; 
and behold they besieged it nntil an ass's head was sold for 
four-score pieces of silver. 

And as the king was passing by, a woman cried imto him, 
saying, "Help, my lord, oh king I" And the king said 
unto her, "What aileth thee?" And she answered, "This 
woman said unto me, ' Give thy son, that we may eat him 
to-day, and we will eat my son to-morrow.' So we boiled 
my son, and did eat him : and I said unto her on the next 
day, ' Give thy son, that we may eat him : ' and she hath 
hid her son." And it came to pass, when the king heard the 
words of the woman, that he rent his clothes ; and he passed 
by upon the wall, and the people looked, md, behold, he 
had sackcloth within upon his flesh. Then he said, "God 
do so and more also to me, if the head of Elisha the son of 
Sh phet shall stand on him this day." But Elisha sat in his 
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house, and the elders sat with him ; and the king sent a man 
( from before him : but ere the messenger came to him, he 
said to the elders, " See ye how this son of a murderer hath 
sent to take away mine head? look, when the messenger 
Cometh, shut the door, and hold him fast at the door : is not 
the sound of his master's feet behind him ? " And while he 
yet talked with them, behold, the messenger came down 
nnto him : and he said, " Behold, this evil is of the Lord ; 
what should I wait for the Lord any longer ? " Then 
Elisha said, "Hear ye the word of the Lord; thus saith 
the Lord, 'To-morrow about this time shall a measure of 
fine flour be sold for a shekel, and two measures of barley for a 
shekel, in the gate of Samaria.' " Then a lord on whose hand 
the king leaned answered the man of God, and said, " Behold, 
if the Lord would make windows in heaven, might this thing 
be ? " And he said, " Behold, thou shalt see it with thine 
eyes, but shalt not eat thereof." And there were four leprous 
men at the entering in of the gate : and they said one to an- 
pther, " Why sit we here until we die ? K we say, we will 
enter into the city, then the famine is in the city, and we shall 
die there : and if we sit still here, we die also. Now therefore 
come, and let us fall unto the host of the Syrians : if they save 
us alive,, we shall live ; and if they kiU us, we shall but die." 
And they rose up in twilight, to go into the camp of the 
Syrians : and when they were come to the uttermost part of 
the camp of Syria, behold, there was no man there. For the 
^^ Lord had made the host of the Syrians to hear a noise of 
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chariots, and a noise of horses, even the noise of a great host : 
and they said one to another, " Lo, the king of Israel hath hired 
against ns the kings of the Hittites, and the kings of the 
Egyptians, to come upon ns." Wherefore they arose and fled 
in the twilight, and left their tents, and their horses, and their 
asses, even the camp as it was, and fled for their life. And 
when these lepers came to the uttermost part of the camp, they 
went into one tent, and did eat and drink, and carried thence 
silver, and gold, and raiment, and went and hid it ; and came 
again, and entered into another tent, and carried thence also, 
and went and hid it. Then they said one to another, " We do 
not well : this day is a day of good tidings, and we hold our 
peace : if we tarry till the morning light, some mischief will 
come upon us : now therefore come, that we may go and tell the 
king's household." So they came and called unto the porter of 
the city : and they told them, saying, " We came to the camp 
of the Syrians, and, behold, there was no man there, neither 
voice of man, but horses tied, and asses tied, and the tents as 
they were." And he called the porters ; and they told it to the 
king's house within. And the king arose in the night, and said 
unto his servants, '' I will now show you what the Syrians have 
done to us. They know that we be hungry; therefore are 
they gone out of the camp to hide themselves in the field, say- 
ing, * When they come out of the city, we shall catch them 
alive, and get into the city.'" And one of his servants 
answered and said, " Let some take, I pray thee, five of the 
horses that remain, which are left in the city, (behold, they are 
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as all the multitude of Israel tliat are left in it : behold, I say, 
they are even as all the multitude of the Israelites that are con- 
sumed :) and let us send and see." They took therefore two 
chariot horses ; and the king sent after the host of the Syrians, 
saying, " Go and see." And they went after them unto Jor- 
dan : and, lo, all the way was full of garments and vessels, which 
the Syrians had cast away in their haste. And the messengers 
returned, and told the king. And the people went out, and 
spoiled the tents of the Syrians. So a measure of fine flour was 
sold for a shekel, and two measures of barley for a shekel, ac- 
cording to the word of the Lord. And the king appointed 
the lord on whose hand he leaned, to have the charge of the 
gate : and the people trode upon him in the gate, and he died, 
as the man of God had said, who spake when the king came 
down to him. And it came to pass as the man of God had 
spoken to the king, saying, " Two measures of barley for a 
shekel, and a measure of fine flour for a shekel, shall be to-mor- 
row about this time in the gate of Samaria : " and that lord an- 
swered the man of God, and said, '' Now, behold, if the Lord 
should make windows in heaven, might such a thing be?" 
And he said, " Behold, thou shalt see it with thine eyes, but 
shalt not eat thereof." And so it fell out unto him : for the 
people trode upon him in the gate, and he died. 
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{Fhmi the Book of Esther.) 

Ahasueeus reigned from India even unto Ethiopia, over an hun- 
dred and twenty and seven provinces. And he sat on his throne 
in Shushan, the palace, and made a great feast unto all the 
people that were in the palace, both unto great and small, seven 
days, in the court of the garden of the palace, which was hung 
with white, green, and blue hangings, fastened with cords of fine 
linen and purple to silver rings and pillars of marble: the 
couches were of gold and silver, upon a pavement of red, and 
blue, and white, and black, marble. And they gave them drink 
in vessels of gold, (the vessels being diverse one from another,) 
and royal wine in abundance, according to the state of the 
king. 

Also Yashti the queen made a feast for the women in the 
royal house which belonged to king Ahasuerus. 

On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry 
with wine, he commanded the seven chamberlains that served in 
his presence to bring Vashti the queen before him, with the 
crown royal, to show the people and the princes her beauty ; 
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for she was fair to look on. But the queen, Vashti, refused to 
come at the king's commandment : therefore was the king verj' 
wroth, and his anger burned in him. Then the king said to the 
wise men which sat first in the kingdom, " What shall we do 
unto queen Yashti, because she hath not performed the com- 
mandment of the king." And Memucan answered before the king, 
and the princes, " Yashti, the queen, hath not done wrong unto 
the king only, but also to all the princes, and to all the people 
that are in the provinces of the king Ahasuerus. For this deed 
of the queen shall come abroad unto all women, so that they 
shall despise their husbands ; and when it shall be reported that 
king Ah'asuerus commanded Yashti the queen to be brought 
in before him, but she came not, likewise shall the ladies of 
Persia and India say unto all the king's princes which have 
heard the deed of the queen. Thus shall there arise too much 
contempt and wrath. K it please the king, let there go a royal 
commandment from him, and let it be written among the laws 
of the Persians 'and the Medes, that it be not altered, 'That 
Yashti come no more before king Ahasuerus ; and let the king 
give her royal estate unto another that is better than she.' And 
when the king's decree which he shall make shall be published 
throughout all his empire, (for it is great,) all the wives shall 
give to their husbands honor, both to great and small." And 
the saying pleased the king and the princes ; and the king did 
according to the word of Memucan : for he sent letters into all 
the king's provinces, into every province according to the 
writing thereof, and to every people after their language, that 
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every man should bear rale in his own house, and that it 
should be published according to the language of every 
people. 

After these things, when the wrath of king Ahasuerus 
was appeased, his servants said unto him, " Let the king ap- 
point officers in all the provinces of his kingdom, that they may 
gather together all the fair young virgins unto Shushan the palace ; 
and let the maiden which pleaseth the king be queen instead of 
Vashti." And the thing pleased the king, and he did so. 

Now in Shushan the palac'e there was a certain Jew whose 
name was Mordecai, and he had brought up Esther, his uncle's 
daughter ; for she had neither father nor mother ; and Mordecai, 
when her father and mother died, took her for his own daughter. 
And the maid was fair and beautiful; and when the king's 
commandment and decree were heard ; and when many maidens 
were gathered together in Shushan the palace, Esther was 
brought thither also. And Esther obtained favor in the sight 
of all them that looked upon her. And the king preferred her 
above all other women, and she obtained grace and favor in his 
sight ; so that he set the royal crown upon her head, and 
made her queen instead of Vashti. 

In those days Mordecai sat in the king's gate, and two of 
the king's chamberlains which kept the door were wroth, and 
sought to lay hands on the king Ahasuerus. And the thing 
was known to Mordecai, who told it unto Esther the queen ; 
and Esther certified the king thereof in Mordecai's name. And 
when inquisition was made of the matter, it was found out; 
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therefore they were both hanged on a tree : and it was written 
in the book of the chronicles before the ting. 

After these things did king Ahasuerus promote Haman, the 
Agagite, and advanced him, and set his seat above all the princes 
that were with him. And all the king's servants, that were in 
the king's gate, bowed, and reverenced Haman : for the king 
had so commanded concerning him. But Mordecai bowed not, 
nor did him reverence. Then the king's servants, which were 
in the king's gate, said unto Mordecai, " Why transgresseth 
thou the king's commandment ? "' 

Now it came to pass, when they spake daily unto him, and 
he hearkened not unto them, that they told Haman. And when 
Haman saw that Mordecai bowed not nor did him reverence, 
then was Haman full of wrath. And he thought scorn to lay 
hands on Mordecai alone, because he was a Jew. Wherefore, 
Haman sought to destroy all the Jews that were throughout the 
whole kingdom of Ahasuerus. 

And Haman said unto king Ahasuerus, " There is a certain 
people scattered abroad and dispersed among the people in all 
the provinces of thy kingdom ; and their laws are diverse from 
all people ; neither keep they the king's laws : therefore it is not 
for the king's profit to suffer them. If it please the king, let it 
be written that they may be destroyed : arid 1 will pay ten thou- 
sand talents of silver into the king's treasuries." And the king 
took his ring from his hand, and gave it to Haman, and said 
unto him, " Do with them as it seemeth good unto thee." Then 
were the king's scribes called, and there was written according 
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unto all that Haman commanded ; in the name of kmg Ahasn- 
enis was it written and sealed with the king's ring. And the 
letters were sent by post unto all the king's provinces, command- 
ing his governors, that were set over them, that they should kill 
all the Jews, both old and young, little children, and women, in 
one day, even upon the thirteenth day of the twelfth month. 
And a copy of the decree was published unto all people, that 
they should be ready against the day. The decree was given in 
Shushan the palace, and the post went out, being hastened by 
the king's commandment. And the king and Haman sat down 
to drink. 

When Mordecai perceived all that was done, Mordecai rent 
his clothes, and put on sackcloth with ashes, and went out into 
the midst of the city, and cried with a loud and a bitter cry. 

And in every province, whithersoever the king's command- 
ment and his decree came, there was great mourning among 
the Jews, and fasting, and weeping, and wailing ; and many lay 
in sackcloth and ashes. Then was the queen exceedingly 
grieved ; and she sent one of the king's chamberlains, whom he 
had appointed to wait upon her, to Mordecai, to know why it 
was. Then Mordecai told the chamberlain all that had hap- 
pened ; and he gave him a copy of the writing of the decree to 
show it unto Esther, and to charge her that she should go in 
unto the king to make supplication unto him for her people. 
And he came and told Esther the words of Mordecai. And 
Esther said, " There is a law, as all the king's servants do know, 
that whosoever, whether man or woman, who shall come unto 
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the king, into the inner court, who is not called, shall be put to 
death, except such unto whom the king shall hold out the golden 
sceptre that he may live. And I have not been called to come 
in unto the king these thirty days. Go, say unto Mordecai, ' Go 
gather together all the Jews, and fast ye for me ; I also and my 
maidens will fast likewise ; and so I will go in unto the king. 
And if I perish, I perish.' " 

And Mordecai did as Esther commanded ; and on the third 
day Esther put on her royal apparel and stood in the inner 
court of the king's house. And the king sat upon his royal 
throne in the royal house facing the door of the house. And 
when the king saw Esther the queen standing in the court, 
she obtained &vor in his sight : and the king held out to Esther 
the golden sceptre that was in his hand. So Esther drew near, 
and touched the top of the sceptre. Then said the king unto 
her, " What wilt thou, queen Esther ? and what is thy request ? 
it shall be even given thee to the half of the kingdom." And 
Esther answered, " If it seem good unto the king, let the king 
and Haman come this day unto the banquet that I have prepared 
for him. Then the king said, " Cause Haman to make haste, 
that he may do as Esther hath said." So the king and Haman 
came to the banquet that Esther had prepared. And the king 
said unto Esther at the banquet of wine, " What is thy petition ? 
and it shall be granted thee : and what is thy request ? even 
to the half of the kingdom it shall be performed." Then answered 
Esther, and said, " My petition and my request is : If I have 
found favor in the sight of the king, and if it please the king 
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to grant my petition, and to perform my request, let the king 
and Haman come to the banquet that I shall prepare for them, 
and I will do to-morrow as the king hath said." 

Then went Haman forth that day joyful, and with a glad 
heart : but when Haman saw Mordecai in the king's gate, that 
he stood not up, nor moved for him, he was full of indignation 
against Mordecai. Nevertheless Haman refrained himself: and 
when he came home, he sent and called for his friends, and 
Zeresh his wife. And Haman told them of the glory of his riches, 
and the multitude of his children, and all the things wherein 
the king had promoted him, and how he had advanced 
him above the princes and servants of the king. Haman said 
moreover, " Yea, Esther the queen did let no man come in with 
the king unto the banquet that she had prepared but myself ; 
and to-morrow am I invited imto her also with the king. Yet 
all this availeth me nothing, so long as I see Mordecai the Jew 
sitting at the king's gate." Then said Zeresh his wife and all his 
friends unto him, " Let a gallows be made of fifty cubits high, 
and to-morrow speak thou unto the king that Mordecai may be 
hanged thereon : then go thou in merrily with the king unto 
the banquet." And the thing pleased Haman ; and he caused 
the gallows to be made. 

On that night the king could not sleep, and he commanded 
to bring the book of records of the chronicles : and they were 
read before the king. And it was found written, that Mordecai 
had told of Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king's chamberlains, 
the keepers of the d^, wha iiought to lay hand on the king 



Digitized by 



Googk 



158 E8THEB* 

Ahasuems. And the king said, " What honor and dignity hath 
been done to Mordeeai for this ? Then said the king's servants 
that ministered unto him, " There is nothing done for him." And 
the king said, " Who is in the court ? " Now Haman was come 
into the outward court of the king's house, to speak unto the 
king to hang Mordeeai on the gallows that he had prepared for 
him. And the king's servants said unto him, " Behold, Haman 
standeth in the court." And the king said, " Let him come in." 
So Haman came in. And the king said unto him, " What shall 
be done unto the man whom the king delighteth to honor ? " Now 
Haman thought in his heart, " To whom would the king delight 
to do honor more than to myself? " And Haman answered the 
king, " Let the royal apparel be brought, which the king useth to 
wear, and the horse that the king rideth upon, and the crown 
royal which is set upon his head : and let this apparel and horse 
be delivered to the hand of one of the king's most noble princes, 
that they may array the man withal whom the king delighteth 
to honor, and bring him on horseback through the street of the 
city, and proclaim before him, ^ Thus shall it be done to the 
man whom the king delighteth to honor.' " Then the king said 
to Haman, " Make haste, and take the apparel and the horse, 
as thou hast said, and do even so to Mordeeai the Jew, that 
sitteth at the king's gate : let nothing fail of all that thou hast 
spoken." Then took Haman the apparel and the horse, and 
arrayed Mordeeai, and brought him on horseback through the 
street of the city, and proclaimed before him, " Thus shall it be 
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done unto the man whom the king delighteth to honor." And 
Mordeeai came again to the king's gate. 

But Haman hasted to his house mourning, and having his 
head covered. And Haman told Zeresh his wife and all his 
friends every thing that had befallen him. 

And while they were yet talking with him, came the king's 
chamberlains, and hasted to bring Haman unto the banquet that 
Esther had pr^ared. So the king and Haman came to banquet 
with Esther the queen. And the king said again imto Esther 
on the second day at the banquet of wine, " Wliat is thy petition, 
queen Esther ? and it shall be granted thee : and what is thy 
request ? and it shall be performed, even to the half of the king- 
dom." Then Esther the queen answered and said, " K I have 
found favor in thy sight, O king, and if it please the king, let 
my life be given me at my petition, and my people at my 
request : for we are sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to 
be slain, and to perish. K we had been sold for bondmen and 
bondwomen, I had held my tongue." Then the king Ahasuerus 
answered and said unto Esther the queen, "Who is he, and 
where is he, that durst presume in his heart to do so ? " And 
Esther said, " The adversary and enemy is this wicked Haman." 
Then Haman was afraid before the king and the queen. And the 
king arose from the banquet of wine in his wrath. And they 
covered Haman's face. And one of the chamberlains said 
before the king, " Behold also, the gallows fifty cubits high, 
which Haman had made for Mordeeai, who had spoken good 
for the king, standeth in the house of Haman." Then the king 
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said, " Hang him thereon." So they hanged Haman on the 
gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then was the king's 
wrath pacified. 

On that day did the king Ahasuerus give the house of Haman, 
the Jew's enemy, unto Esther the queen. And Mordecai came 
before the king ; for Esther had told him what he was unto her. 
And the king took off his ring which he had taken from Haman, 
and gave it unto Mordecai. 

Then Esther fell down at the king's feet and besought him 
with tears to put away the mischief which Haman had devised 
against the Jews. Then the king held out the golden sceptre 
toward Esther, and said to her, " Haman have they hanged upon 
the gallows because he laid his hand upon the Jews. Write 
ye also for the Jews as it liketh you, and seal it with the king's 
ring ; for the writing which is sealed with the king's ring may 
no man reverse." So a decree was made in Shushan the palace, 
according as it pleased Esther and Mordecai. And the posts 
that rode upon mules and camels went out, being hastened by 
the king's commandment. 

And Mordecai went out from the presence of the king in 
royal apparel of blue and white, and with a great crown of gold, 
and with a garment of fine linen and purple. And the 
city of Shushan rejoiced, and was glad. And the Jews had 
light, and gladness, and joy and honor. And in every province, * 
and in every city whithersoever the king's conamandment and 
decree came, the Jews had joy, and gladness, a feast, and a good 
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day. And many of the people of the land became Jews ; fiw 
the fear of the Jews fell upon them. 

And king Ahasuerus advanced Mordecai, the Jew, and he 
was next unto king Ahasuerus, and great among the Jews, seek- 
ing the wealth of his people, and speaking peace to all his 
seed. 
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(From the Book of Job.) 

Thebe was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job ; 
and that man was perfect and upright, and one that feared 
God, and eschewed evil. And there were bom nnto him seven 
sons and three daughters. His substance also was seven thousand 
sheep, and three thousand camels, and five hundred yoke of 
oxen, and five hundred she-asses, and a very great household ; 
so that this man was the greatest of all the men of the east. 
And his sons went and feasted in their houses, every one his day ; 
and sent and called for their three sisters to eat and to drink with 
them. And it was so, when the days of their feasting were 
gone about, that Job sent and sanctified them, and ro^e up early 
in the morning, and offered burnt-offerings according to the 
number of them aU : for Job said, " It may be that my sons 
have sinned, and cursed God in their hearts." Thus did Job 
continually. 

Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present 
themselves before the Lord, and Satan came also among them. 
And the Lord said unto Satan, " Whence comest thou i " Then 
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Satan answered the Lord, and said, " From going to and fro in 
the earth, and from walking up and down in it.'' And the Lord 
said unto Satan, *^ Hast thou considered my servant Job, that 
there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, 
one that feareth God, and escheweth evil ? " Then Satan an- 
swered the Lord, and said, " Doth Job fear God for naught ? 
Hast thou not made an hedge about him, and about his house, 
and about all that he hath on every side ; thou hast blessed 
the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land, 
But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, 
and he will curse thee to thy face." And the Lord said unto 
Satan, " Behold, all that he hath is in thy power ; only upon 
himself put not forth thy hand." So Satan went forth from the 
presence of the Lord. 

And there was a day when his sons and his daughters were 
eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother's house : auji 
there came a messenger unto Job, and said, " The oxen were 
plowing, and the asses feeding beside them : and the Sabeans 
fell upon them, and took them away ; yea, they have slain the 
servants with the edge of the sword ; and I only am escaped 
alone to tell thee." While he was yet speaking, there came 
also another, and said, " The fire of God is fallen from heaven, 
and hath burned up the sheep, and the servants, and consumed 
them, and I only have escaped to tell thee." While he was yet 
speaking, there came also another, and said, " The Chaldeans 
made out three bands, and fell upon the camels, and have car- 
ried them away, yea, and slain the servants with the edge of 
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the Bword ; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee." While he 
was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, ^' Thy sons and 
thy danghters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest 
brother's house : wid, behold, there came a great wind from the 
wilderness, and smote the four comers of the honse, and it fell 
upon the young men, and they are dead ; and I only am escaped 
alone to tell thee." Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and 
shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground, and worshipped, 
and said, 

^* The Lord gare, and the L€H*d hath taken away ; 
Blessed be the name of the Lord." 

In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly. 

Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present 
themselves before the Lord, and Satan came also among them to 
present himself before the Lord. And the Lord said unto Satan, 
" From whence comest thou ? " And Satan answered the Lord, 
and said, " From going to and fro in the earth, and from walk- 
ing up and down in it." And the Lord said unto Satan, " Hast 
thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in 
the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, 
and escheweth evil ? and still he holdeth fast his integrity, 
although thou movedst me against him, to destroy him without 
cause." And Satan answered the Lord, and said, " Skin for skin, 
yea, all that a man hath will he give for his life. But put forth 
thine hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will 
curse thee to thy face." And the Lord said unto Satan, " Be- 
hold, he is in thine hand ; but save his life." 
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So went Satan forth from the pres^ice of the Lord, and. smote 
Job with sore boik from the sole of his foot unto his crown* 
And he took him a potsherd to scrape himself withal ; and he 
sat down among the ashes; 

Then said his wife nnto him, " Dost thon stUl retain thy 
integrity ! curse God, and die," But he said unto her, " Thou 
speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh. What ? shall 
we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive 
evil ? " In all this did not Job sin with his lips. 

Now when Job's three friends heard of all this evil that was 
come upon him, they came to mourn with him, and to comfort 
him. And they sat down with him upon the ground seven days 
and seven nights, and none spake a word unto him : for they 
saw that his grief was very great. 

After this opened Job his mouth, and cursed the day wherein 
he was bom, and said, " Why did I not give up the ghost in the 
day wherein I was bom, for then should Ihave.slept and been in 
quiet where the wicked cease from troubling and the weary are 
at rest." 

And Job's three friends reasoned with him, but he heark- 
ened not unto them ; but justified himself rather than God. 

Then the Lord answered Job out of a whirlwind, and Job re- 
pented at the word of the Lord, and said — 

"Behold I am Tile! 
And do abhor myself, 
And repent in dust and ashes.** 
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Then the Lord accepted Job, and forgave him, and turned 
his evil from him. Also the Lord gave Job twice as much as he 
had before. 

So the Lord blessed the latter end of Job more than his 
beginning : for he had fourteen thousand sheep, and six thousand 
camels, and a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand she-asses. 
He had also seven sons and three daughters. And in all the land 
there were no women found so fair as the daughters of Job. After 
this lived Job an hundred and forty years, and saw his sons, 
and his sons' sons, even for generations. So Job died, being 
old and full of days. 
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OE, 

THE BURNING FIERY FURNACE. 

(Frwn the Zd Chapter q^ Daniel.) 

Nebuohadnezzab the king made an image of gold, whose 
height was threescore cubits, and the breadth thereof six cubits : 
he set it up in the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon. 
Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent to gather together the 
princes, the governors, and the captains, the judges, the treas- 
urers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the 
provinces, to come to the dedication of the image which Neb- 
uchadnezzar the king had set up. Then the princes, the gov- 
ernors, and captains, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, 
the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces, were gathered 
together unto the dedication of the image that Nebuchadnezzar 
the king had set up ; and they stood before the image that 
Nebuchadnezzar had set up. Then an herald cried aloud, 
" To you it is commanded, O people, nations, and languages, 
that at what time ye hear the sound of the comet, flute, 
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harp, Backbut, psaltery, dnlcimer, and all kinds of mnsic, ye fall 
down and worship the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the 
king hath set np : and whoso falleth not down and worshippeth 
shall the same honr be cast into the midst of a burning jSery fur- 
nace." Therefore at that time, when all the people heard the sound 
of the comet J flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and all kinds of music, 
all the people, the nations, and the languages, fell down and 
worshipped the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar had 
setup. 

Wherefore at that time certain Chaldeans came near, and 
accused the Jews. They spake and said to the king Nebuchad- 
nezzar, " O king, live for ever. Thou, O king, hast made a 
decree, that every man that shall hear the sound of the comet, 
flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of 
music, shall fall down and worship the golden image: and 
whoso falleth not down and worshippeth, that he should be cast 
into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. There are certain Jews 
whom thou hast set over the affairs of the province of Babylon, 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego ; these men, O king, have 
not regarded thee : they serve not thy gods, nor worship the 
golden image which thou hast set up." 

Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury commanded to 
bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. Then they brought 
these men before the king. Nebuchadnezzar spake and said 
unto them, " Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, 
do not ye serve my gods, nor worship the golden image which 
I have set up ? Now if ye be ready that at what time ye hear 
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the Bound of the comet, flute, harp, sackbut, psalt^y, and dul- 
cimer, and all kinds of music, ye fall down and worship the 
image which I have made ; well : but if ye worship not, ye 
shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a burning fiery fur- 
nace ; and who is that God that shall deliver you out of my 
hands ? " Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, answered and said 
to the king, " O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer 
thee in this matter. Kit be so, our God whom we serve is able 
to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us 
out of thine hand, O king. But if not, be it known unto thee, 
O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden 
image which thou hast set up.'' 

Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, against Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego : and commanded that they should heat 
the fiimace seven times more than it was wont to be heated. 
And he commanded the most mighty men that were in his army 
to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, and to cast them into 
the burning fiery furnace. Then these men were boimd in their 
coats, their hosen, and their hats, and their other garments, and 
were cast into thenridst of the burning fiery furnace. Therefore 
because the king's commandment was urgent, and the furnace ex- 
ceeding hot, the flame of the fire slew those men that took up 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. And these three men 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego fell down bound into the 
midst of the burning fiery furnace. 

Tlien Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonished and rose up 
in haste, and spake, and said xmto his counsellors, " Did not we 
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cast three men bound into the midst of the fire ? " They an- 
swered and said unto the king, " True, O king." He answered 
and said, " Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the 
fire, and they have no hurt ; and the form of the fourth is like 
the son of God." Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth 
of the burning fiery furnace^ and spake, and said, " Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego, ye servants of the most high God, 
come forth, and come hither." Then Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego, came forth of the midst of the fire. And the princes, 
governors, and captains, and the king's counsellors, being gath- 
ered together, saw these men, upon whose bodies the fire had 
no power, nor was an hair of their head singed, neither were 
their coats changed, nor the smell of fire had passed on them. 
Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, " Blessed be the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, who hath sent his angel and 
delivered his servants that trusted in him, that they might not 
serve nor worship any god except their own God. Therefore I 
make a decree, * That every people, nation, and language, which 
speak any thing amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-nego, shall be cut in pieces ; because there is no other 
God that can deliver after this sort.^ " 
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(From the 6th Chapter of Daniel.) 

It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom an hundred and 
twenty princes, which should be over the whole kingdom ; and 
over these three presidents ; of whom Daniel was first : that the 
princes might give accounts unto them, and the king should 
have no damage. Then this Daniel was preferred above the 
presidents and princes, because an excellent spirit was in him ; 
and the king thought to set him over the whole realm. 

Then the presidents and princes sought to find occasion 
against Daniel concerning the kingdom ; but they could find 
none occasion nor fault ; forasmuch as he was faithful, neither 
was there any error or fault found in him. Then said these 
men, " We shall not find any occasion against this Daniel, ex- 
cept we find it against him concerning the law of his God.'* 
Then these presidents and princes assembled together to the 
king, and said thus unto him, " King Darius, live for ever. 
All the presidents of the kingdom, the governors, and the 
princes, the counsellors, and the captains, have consulted together 
to establish a royal statute, and to make a firm decree, ^ that 
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whosoever shall ask a petition of any god or man for thirty days, 
save of thee, O king, he shall be cast into the den of lions.' 
Now, O king, establish the decree, and sign the writing, that it 
be not changed according to the law of the Modes and Persians, 
which altereth not." Wherefore king Darius signed the writing 
and the decree. 

Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went 
into his . house ; and his windows being open in his chamber 
toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, 
and prayed, and gave thanks before his God as he did afore- 
time. Then these men assembled, and found Daniel praying 
and making supplication before his God. Then they came near, 
and spake before the king concerning the king's decree ; " Hast 
thou not signed a decree that every man that shall ask a petition 
of any god or man within thirty days, save of thee, O king, shall 
be cast into the den of lions ? " The king answered and said, 
" The tiling is true, according to the law of the Modes and Per- 
sians, which altereth not." Then answa^ed they, and said brfore 
the king, " That Daniel, which is of the children of the cap- 
tivity of Judah, regardeth not thee, O king, nor the decree that 
thou hast signed, but maketh his petition three times a day." 
Then the king, when he heard these words, was sore displeased 
with himself, and set his heart on Daniel to deliver him : and 
he labored till the going down of the sun to deliver him. Then 
these men assembled unto the king, and said unto the king, 
" Know, O king, that the law of the Medes and Persians is, 
" That no decree nor statute which the king establisheth may 
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be changed." Then the king commanded, and they brought 
Daniel, and cast him into the den of lions. Now the king spake and 
said unto Daniel, " Thy God whom thou servest continually, he will 
deliver thee." And a stone was brought, and laid upon the mouth 
of the den ; and the king sealed it with his own signet, and 
with the signet of his lords ; that the purpose might not be 
changed concerning Daniel. Then the king went to his palace, 
and passed the night fasting : neither were instruments of music 
brought before him : and his sleep went from him. 

Then the king arose very early in the morning, and went 
in haste unto the den of lions. And when he came to the den, 
he cried with a lamentable voice unto Daniel: and the king 
spake and said to Daniel, " O Daniel, servant of the living 
God, is thy God, whom thou servest continually, able to deliver 
thee from the lions ? " Then said Daniel unto the king, " O 
king, live for ever. My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut 
the lions' mouths, that they have not hurt me : forasmuch as 
before him innocency was found in me ; and also before thee, 
O king, have I done no hurt." Then was the king exceeding 
glad for him, and commanded that they should take Daniel up 
out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and 
no manner of hurt was found upon him, because he believed 
in his God. And the king conmaanded, and they brought those 
men which had accused Daniel, and they east them into the 
den of lions, them, their children, and their wives ; and the 
lions had the mastery of them, and brake all their bones in 
pieces or ever they came at the bottom of the den. 
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{From the Booh 0/ Jonah.) 

Now the word of the Lord came imto Jonah the son of Amit- 
tai, saying, " Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry 
against it ; for their wickedness is come np before me." But 
Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the Lord, 
and went down to Joppa ; and he found a ship going to Tar- 
shish : so he paid the fare thereof, and went down into it, to go 
with them unto Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. 

But the Lord sent out a great wind into the sea, and there 
was a mighty tempest in the sea, so that the ship was like to be 
broken. Then the mariners were afraid, and cried every man unto 
his god, and cast forth the wares that were in the ship into the 
sea, to lighten it of them. But Jonah was gone down into the sides 
of the ship ; and he lay, and was fast asleep. So the shipmaster 
came to him, and said unto him, " What meanest thou, O sleeper ! 
arise, call upon thy God, if so be that God will think upon us, 
that we perish not." And they said every one to his fellow, 
" Come, and let us cast lots, that we may know for whose cause 
this evil is upon us." So they cast lots, and the lot fell upon 
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Jonah. Then said they unto them, " Tell ns, we pray thee, for 
whose cause this evil is upon us ? What is thine occupation ? 
and whence comest thou ? what is thy country ? and of what 
people art thou ? " And he said unto them, " I am an Hebrew ; 
and I fear the Lord, the God of heaven, which hath made the 
sea and the dry land." Then were the men exceedingly afraid, 
and said unto him, " Why hast thou done this ? " For the men 
knew that he had fled from the presence of the Lord, because 
he had told them. Then said they unto him, " What shall we do 
unto thee, that the sea may be calm unto us ? " for the sea wrought, 
and was tempestuos. And he said unto them, " Take me up, 
and cast me forth into the sea ; so shall the sea be calm unto 
you : for I know that for my sake this great tempest is upon 
you." Nevertheless the men rowed hard to bring it to the 
land; but they could not: for the sea wrought, and was 
tempestuous against them. Wherefore they cried unto the Lord, 
and said, " We beseech thee, O Lord, we beseech thee, let us 
not perish for this man's life, and lay not upon us innocent 
blood : for thou, O Lord, hast done as it pleased thee." So they 
took up Jonah, and cast him forth into the sea : and the sea 
ceased from her raging. Then the men feared the Lord ,exceed- 
ingly, and oflfered a sacrifice unto the Lord, and made vows. 
Now the Lord bad prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah. 
And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three 
nights. Then Jonah prayed unto the Lord his God out of the 
fish's belly. 
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And the Lord spake unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah 
upon the dry land. 

And the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the second time, 
saying, " Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach 
unto it the preaching that I bid thee." So Jonah arose, and went 
unto Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nine- 
veh was an exceeding great city of three days' journey. And 
Jonah began to enter into the city a days' journey, and he cried, 
and said, " Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown." 
So the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, 
and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them even to the 
least of them. For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and 
he arose from his throne, and he laid his robe from him, and 
covered him with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. And he caused 
it to be proclaimed and published through Nineveh by the decree 
of the king and his nobles, saying, "Let neither man nor beast, herd 
nor flock, taste any thing : let them not feed, nor drink water : but 
let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily 
unto God : yea, let them turn every one from his evil way, and 
from the violence that is in their hands. Who can tell if God 
will turn and repent, and turn away from his fierce anger, that 
we perish not ? " And God saw their works, that they turned 
from their evil way ; and God repented of the evil that he had 
said that he would do unto them ; and he did it not. 

But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angiy. 
And he prayed imto the Lord, and said, " I pray thee, O Lord, 
was not this my saying, when I was yet in my country ? There- 
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fore I fled before unto TarshiBli : for I knew that thou art a 
gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, 
and repentest thee of the evil. Therefore now, O Lord, take, I 
beseech thee, my life from me ; for it is better for me to die than 
to live." Then said the Lord, " Doest thou well to be angry t " 
So Jonah went out of the city, and there made him a booth, and sat 
under it in the shadow, till he might see what would become of the 
city. And the Lord God prepared a gourd, and made it to come 
up over Jonah, that it might be a shadow over his head, to 
deliver him from his grief. So Jonah was exceeding glad of the 
gourd. But God prepared a worm when the morning rose the 
next day, and it smote the gourd that it withered. And it came 
to pass, when the sun did arise, that God prepared a vehement east 
wind ; and the sun beat upon the head of Jonah, that he fainted, 
and wished in himself to die, and said, " It is better for me to 
die than to live." And God said to Jonah, " Doest thou well 
to be angry for the gourd ? " And he said, " I do well to be 
angry, even unto death." Then said the Lord, " Thou hast had 
pity on the goard, for the which thou hast not labored, neither 
madest it grow ; which came up in a night, and perished in a 
night : and should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein 
are more than six-score thousand persons that cannot discern 
between their right hand and their left hand ; and also much 
cattle?" 
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(From the Gospels o/St. Matthew and St. Luke.) 

Now tlie birth of Jesus Clnist was on this wise : 
In the days of Herod, the king of Judea, the angel Gabriel 
was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, to 
a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house 
of David ; and the virgin's name was Mary. And the angel 
came in unto her, and said, "Hail! thou that art highly 
favored, the Lord is with thee : blessed art thou among women." 
And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast 
in her mind what manner of salutation this should be. And 
the angel said imto her, "Fear not, Mary: for thou hast 
found favor with God. And behold there shall be given imto 
thee a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus. He shall be 
great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest ; and the 
Lord God shall give unto him the throne of. his father David. 
And he shall reign over the house of Jacob forever ; and of 
his kingdom there shall be no end." 

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a 
decree from Cesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed. 
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And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. And 
Joseph also went up from Galilee, otit of the city of Nazareth, into 
Judea, nnto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 
(because he was of the house and lineage of David,) to be taxed 
with Mary his espoused wife. And while they were there, the 
Saviour was bom. 

And Mary took her first-bom son, and wrapped him in 
swaddling-clothes, and laid him in a manger ; because tliere was 
no room for them in the inn. 

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in 
the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And lo, the 
angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone round about them; and they were sore afraid. And 
the angel said unto them, " Fear not : for behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you 
is bom this day, in the city of David, a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you ; ye shall find the 
babe wrapped in swaddling-clothes, lying in a manger." And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God, and saying, 

" Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace, good-will toward men." 

And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from 
them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, " Let us 
now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come 
to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us." And they 
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came with haste, and found Mary and Joseph, and the babe 
lying in a manger. And when they had seen it, they made 
known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this 
child. And all they that heard it, wondered at those things 
which were told them by the shepherds. But Mary kept 
all these things and pondered them in her heart. And the shep- 
herds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that 
they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them. 

And behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusa- 
lem, saying, " Where is he that is bom king of the Jews ? for 
we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him." 
When Herod the king had heard these things he was troubled, 
and all Jerusalem with him. And when he had gathered all 
the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he de- 
manded of them where Christ should be bom. And they said 
unto him, " In Bethlehem of Judea : for thus it is written 
by the prophet : 

* And ihou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, 
Art not the least among the princes of Juda : 
For out of thee shall come a Governor, 
That shall rule mj people Israel.* " 

Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, inquired 
of them diligently what time the star appeared. And he sent 
them to Bethlehem and said, " Go, and search diligently for the 
young child ; and when ye have found him, bring me word 
again, that I may come and worship him also." When they 
had heard the king, they departed ; and lo, the star, which they 
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saw in the east, went before them, till it came and stood over 
where the young child was. When they saw the star, they 
rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And when they were come 
into the house, they saw the young child, with Mary his mother, 
and fell down and worshipped him ; and when they had opened 
their treasures, they presented unto him gifts ; gold, and frank- 
incense, and myrrh. 
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{From Che Gospel q^Sr. Matthew.) 

And the wise men being warned of God in a dream that they 
should not return to Herod, departed into their own country 
another way. 

And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord 
appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, " Arise, and take the 
young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou 
there until I bring thee word : for Herod will seek the young 
child to destroy him." When he arose, he took the young child 
and his mother by night, and departed into Egypt : and was 
there until the death of Herod : that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, 

" Out of Egypt hare I called my Son." 

Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise 
men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the chil- 
dren that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from 
two years old and under, according to the time which he had dili- 
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gently inquired of tlie wise men. Then was fulfilled that which 
was spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying, 

" In Rama was there a roice beard, 
Lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning, 

Rachel weeping for her children. 
And would not be comforted, because they are not.*' 
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{From the OoipeU of St. Matthew and St. Ltjei.) 

But when Herod waa dead, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeareth in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, " Arise, and take 
the yonng child, and his mother, and go into the land of Israel : for 
they are dead which sought the young child's life." And he 
arose, and took the young child, and his mother, and came into 
the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus did 
reign in Judea in the room of his father Herod, he was afraid 
to go thither : notwithstanding, being warned of God in a dream, 
he turned aside into the parts of Galilee, and he came and dwelt 
in a city called Nazareth : that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken by the prophets, " He shaU be called a N azarene." 

Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast 
of the passover. And when he was twelve years old, they went 
up to Jerusalem, after the custom of the feast. And when they 
had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the child Jesus tarried 
behind in Jerusalem ; and Joseph and his mother knew not of 
it. But they, supposing him to have been in the company, went 
a day's journey ; and they sought him among their kinsfolk and 
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acquaintance. And when they found Mm not, they turned 
back again to Jerusalem, seeking him. And it came to pass, 
that after three days they foxmd him in the temple, sitting in 
the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them 
questions. And all that heard him were astonished at his imder- 
standing and answers. And when they saw him, they were 
amazed ; and his mother said unto him, " Son, why hast thou 
thus dealt with us ? behold, thy father and I have sought thee 
sorrowing." And he said imto them, " How is it that ye sought 
me ? wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business ? " 
And they understood not the saying which he spake unto them. 
And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was 
subject unto them : but his mother kept all these sayings in her 
heart. 

And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor 
with God and man. 
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C|e ^tor| of t\t (ioolr Samaritan* 

(I^am the lOth Chapter of St. Luke's Gospel) 

" A CERTAIN man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and 
fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and 
wonnded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. And by 
chance there came down a certain priest that way ; and when 
he saw him, he passed by on the other side. And likewise a 
Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on him, and 
passed by on the other side. But a certain Samaritan, as he 
jonmeyed, came where he was, and when he saw him, he had 
compassion on him, and went to him, and bound up his wounds, 
pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and 
brought him to an inn, and took care of him. And on the 
morrow, when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave 
them to the host, and said unto him, ' Take care of him : and 
whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay 
thee.' Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbor 
unto him that fell among the thieves ? '* 
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C|« ^torj of t\t f roMgal ^m. 

{From the 16th Chapter of&i. Luke's Gospel.) 

And Jesns said, " A certain manliad two sons : and the younger 
of them said to his father, ^ Father, give me the portion of goods 
that falleth to me.' And he divided unto them his living. And 
not many days after, the younger son gathered all together, and 
took his journey into a far country, and there wasted his substance 
with riotous living. And when he had spent all, there arose a 
mighty famine in that land ; and he began to be in want. And 
he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country ; and 
he sent him into his fields to feed swine. And he would fain 
have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat ; and 
no man gave unto him. And when he came to himself, he said, 
' How many hired servants of my father's have bread enough 
and to spare, and I perish of hunger I I will arise and go to my 
father, and will say unto him, " Father, I have sinned against 
heaven, and before thee, and am no more worthy to be called 
thy son : make me as one of thy hired servants." ' And he arose, 
and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, 
his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on 
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his neck, and kissed him. And the son said nnto him, ^ Father, 
I have sinned against Heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more 
worthy to be called thy son.' But the father said to his ser- 
vants, * Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him ; and put 
a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet : and bring hither the 
fatted calf, and kill it ; and let us eat, and be merry : for this 
my son was dead, and is alive again ; he was lost, and is found.' 
And they began to be merry. Now his elder son was in the 
field : and as he came and drew nigh to the house, he heard music 
and dancing. And he called one of the servants, and asked 
what these things meant. And he said unto him, ' Thy brother 
is come ; and thy father hath killed the fatted calf, because he 
hath received him safe and sound.' And he was angry, and 
would not go in ; therefore came his father out, and entreated 
him. And he answering, said to his father, ^ Lo, these many 
years do I serve thee, neither transgressed I at any time thy 
commandment ; and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I 
might make merry with my friends : but as soon as this thy 
son was come, which hath devoured thy living with sinners, 
thou hast killed for him the fatted calf.' And he said unto him, 
* Son, thou art ever with me ; and all that I have is thine. It 
was meet that we should make merry and be glad, for this thy 
brother was dead, and is alive again ; and was lost, and is 
found.'" 
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(J^owi ^A« 18^A Chapter of St. Luke's Gospel.) 

" Two men went np into the temple to pray ; the one a Phari- 
see, and the other a publican. The Pharisee stood and prayed 
thns with himself: * God, I thank thee, that I am not as other 
men are, extortioners, nnjust, adulterers, or even as this pub- 
lican. I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess. 
And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much 
as his eyes imto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, 
* God be merciful to me a sinner I ' I tell you, this man 
went down to his house justified rather than the other : for 
every one that exalteth himself shall be abased ; and he that 
humbleth himself shall be exalted." 
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C|« ^tati of t|t "liaising of lainis's Satt5|ter» 

(.FVom M« OospeU of St. Mabk ami St. Lukb.) 

A MAK named Jaims, a ruler of the synagogue, came and 
fell down at Jesus' feet, and besought that he would come into 
his house ; for he had one only daughter; about twelve years of 
age, ani she lay a dymg. And there came one fix)m the ruler 
of the synagogue's house, saying unto him, " Thy daughter is 
dead ; trouble not the master ! " But when Jesus heard it, he 
answered him, saying, " Fear not : believe only, and she shall be 
made whole." 

And when he came into the house, he suJ0Eered no man to go 
in save Peter, and James, and John, and the father and the 
mother of the maiden. And all wept and bewailed her ; but 
he said, " Weep not ; she is not dead, but sleepeth." And they 
laughed him to scorn, knowing that she was dead. 

And he put them all out, and took her by the hand, and 
called, saying, " Maid, arise." And her spirit came straight- 
way : and she arose and walked ; for she was of the age of 
twelve years. 
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The Baisinji: of Jairna^s Daughter. 
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C|f ^taxi of t|t Raising of f ajants^ 

(i^Vom M« 11/A Chapter of Br, John's Gospel) 

Now a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of Bethany, the 
town of Mary and her sister Martha. (It was tliat Mary which 
anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped his feet with her hair, 
whose brother Lazarus was sick.) Therefore his sisters sent unto 
him, saying, " Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick." When 
Jesus heard that, he said, " This sickness is not unto death, but for 
the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby." 
Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. When 
he had heard therefore that he was sick, he abode two days still 
in the same place where he was. Then after that saith he to 
his disciples, " Let us go into Judea again." His disciples say 
unto him, " Master, the Jews of late sought to stone thee ; and 
goest thou thither again ? " Jesus answered, " Are there not 
twelve hours in the day ? if any man walk in the day, he stum- 
bleth not, because he seeth the light of this world ; but if a man 
walk in the night, he stumbleth, because there is no light in 
him." These things said he : and after that he saith unto them, 
" Our friend Lazarus sleepeth ; but I go, that I may awake him 
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out of sleep." Then said his disciples, " Lord, if he sleep, he 
shall do well." Howbeit Jesus spake of his death : but they 
thought that he had spoken of taking of rest in sleep. Then 
said Jesus unto them plainly, " Lazarus is dead ; and I am glad 
for your sakes that I was not there, to the intent ye may be- 
lieve ; nevertheless, let us go unto him." Then said Thomas, 
which is called Didymus, unto his fellow-disciples, " Let us also 
go, that we may die with him." 

Then when Jesus came, he found that he had lain in the 
grave four days already. (Now Bethany was nigh unto Jeru- 
salem, about fifteen furlongs off.) And many of the Jews came 
to Martha and Mary, to comfort them concerning their brother. 
Then Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, went 
and met him : but Mary sat still in the house. Then said 
Martha unto Jesus, " Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother 
had not died. But I know that, even now, whatsoever thou 
wilt ask of God, God will give it thee." Jesus saith unto her, 
" Thy brother shall rise again." Martha saith unto him, " I 
know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day." 
Jesus said unto her, "I am the resurrection, and the life : he that 
believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live : and 
whosoever liveth, and believeth in me, shall never die. Believest 
thou this ? " She saith unto him, " Tea, Lord : I believe that 
thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the 
world." And when she had so said, she went her way, and 
called Mary her sister secretly, saying, " The Master is come, 
and calleth for thee." As soon as she heard that, she arose 
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quickly, and came unto lim. Now Jesus was not yet come 
into the town, but was in that place where Martha met him. 
The Jews then which were with her in the house, and comforted 
her, when they saw Mary, that she rose up hastily and went 
out, followed her, saying, " She goeth unto the grave to weep 
there." Then when Mary was come where Jesus was, and saw 
him, she fell down at his feet, saying unto him, " Lord, if thou 
hadst been here, my brother had not died." When Jesus there- 
fore saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping which came 
with her, he groaned in the spirit, and was troubled, and said, 
" Where have ye laid him ? " They say unto him, " Lord, come 
and see." Jesus wept. Then said the Jews, " Behold how he 
loved him I " And some of them said, " Could not this man, 
which opened the eyes of the blind, have caused that even this 
man should not have died ? " Jesus therefore, again groaning in 
himself, cometh to the grave. It was a cave, and a stone lay 
upon it. Jesus said, " Take ye away the stone." Martha, the 
sister of him that was dead, saith unto him, " Lord, by this time 
he stinketh : for he hath been dead four days. Jesus saith 
unto her, " Said I not unto thee, that if thou wouldest believe, 
thou shouldest see the glory of God ? " Then they took away 
the stone from the place where the dead was laid. And Jesus 
lifted up his eyes, and said, " Father, I thank thee that thou hast 
heard me : and I knew that thou hearest me always : but 
because of the people which stand by, I said it, that they may 
believe that thou hast sent me." And when he thus had spoken, 
he cried with a loud voice, " Lazarus, come forth ! " And he 
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that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with grave 
clothes : and his face was bonnd about with a napkin. Jesns 
saith unto them, " Loose him, and let him go." 

Then many of the Jews which came to Mary, and had seen 
the things which Jesus did, believed on him. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



C|e Storg of t^t liaising of t|t Son of t|e 
^i^oio of fain. 

(J^tm <A« 1th Chapter q/'Sr. Luke's 6^(wrp«/.) 

Jesttb went into a city called Nain : and many of his dis- 
ciples went with him, and much people. Now when he came 
nigh to the gate of the city, behold, there was a dead man 
carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow : 
and much people of the city was with her. And when the Lord 
saw her, he had compassion on her, and said unto her, " "Weep 
not.'^ And he came and touched the bier : and they that bare 
him stood still. And he said, " Young man ; I say unto thee. 
Arise ! " And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak : 
and he delivered him to his mother. And there came a fear 
on all : and they glorified God, saying, " That a great prophet 
is risen up among us ; " and, " That God hath -visited his people." 
And this rumor of him went forth throughout all Judea, and 
throughout all the region round about. 
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C|i Stora of t|i lirst IJartar. 

(i?Vowi <^ 6^A aw? 7th Chapten of the Acts.) 

Stephen, being full of faith and power, did great wonders 
and miracles among tlie people. Then there arose certain of 
the Synagogue disputing with Stephen, and they were not able 
to resist the wisdom and spirit by which he spake. Then they 
stirred up the people, and the elders, and the scribes, and came 
upon him, and caught him, and brought him to the council and 
set up false witnesses, which said, " This man ceaseth not to 
speak blasphemous words against this holy place and the law." 
And all that sat in the council looking steadfastly on him, saw 
his face as it had been the face of an angel. Then said the high 
priest, " Are these things so ? " And Stephen, answering him, 
showed them out of the Scriptures how that from the beginning 
their fathers did always persecute the prophets ; and he said, 
" As your fathers did, so do ye. They have slain them which 
showed before of the coming of the Just One ! of whom ye have 
been now the betrayers and murderers I Te I who have re- 
ceived the law by the disposition of angels and have not kept 
it.'' 
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"When they heard these things they were cut to the heart, 
and they gnashed on him with their teeth. But he, being full 
of the Holy Ghost, looked up steadfastly into heaven, and saw 
the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, 
and said, " Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of 
man standing on the right hand of God." Then they cried out 
with a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and ran upon him 
with one accord, and cast him out of the city. 

And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, " Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit.'' And he kneeled down and cried 
with a loud voice, " Lord, lay not this sin to their charge." And 
when he had said this, he fell asleep. 



THE END. 
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